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“And then they will see the Son of Man coming in
clouds with great power and glory.”
Mk 13:26–27

A Moment of 
Dear brothers and sisters: grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord

Jesus Christ.  Amen.

It’s been 2,000 years since Jesus promised to return.  For people today that makes it seem 

very unlikely that it will ever happen.  Even many churchgoing Christians regard the 

second coming of Christ as something unbelievable.  In the firrst part of our Gospel 

reading where our Lord speaks of the coming of the Son of Man, Jesus says “in those 

days+and then they will see+and then He will send out the angels.”  What is “those 

days?”  What is “then”?  Theese are words that do no firt easily into our modern mentality 

of instant gratifircation.  But we are heading into the time of the church year where these 

things are front and centre, and we transition from once church year into the next 

marking this time with readings about the return of our Lord.  As we heard last week 

there are two things going on at once as Jesus is speaking here in St. Mark’s Gospel.  We 

know for sure that Jesus speaks of the events that will take place up to and including the 
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destruction of the temple in Jerusalem in A.D. 70, when the Roman empire will lay siege 

to Jerusalem and then knock down all the “wonderful stones and buildings.”  But clearly 

He also speaks of His second Advent, when He will come again to judge both the living 

and dead, and usher in a new heaven and new earth, a Kingdom without end.  For us, 

today, that’s the hard part.  Judgement and the end of days is difficcult.  It’s hard to get our

minds around something that is on the one hand terrible and frightening, but on the 

other hand blessed and hoped-for.  And of course we keep coming back to that same 

question: “when?”  So here we are looking into Advent once again, the end of the church 

year once again, with the readings and hymns reminding us that, yes, Jesus promises to 

return in visible glory.  With great power.  Did you pay atteention to the Introit this 

morning?  Theat sums it up for us: “We are looking forward to a new heaven and a new 

earth, the home of righteousness” (2 Pe 3:13).  You see, in Advent we anticipate the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fleesh, the Incarnate Son of God who was born, 

who carried out His earthly ministry of the Gospel, who was crucifired to take away the 

sins of the world, who died, and who was resurrected from the dead and ascended into 

heaven.  Now He’s coming back.

So this is what is happening in this season.  Theere are two things going on 

simultaneously.  As we look forward to His firrst coming once again, we can’t help but be 

reminded of His second coming.  Theey are inseparable.  We see how this works in our 

Gospel reading this morning, the last instalment of our journey in the Gospel of Mark 

that we have followed through much of the church year.  Jesus says “they will see the 

Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.  And then he will send out the 
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angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 

heaven.”1  Having brought the righteousness of God on the cross for all of us, now He’s 

coming again — to gather His elect, to bring the righteous home.  As I already mentioned

from last week, in the verses preceding our reading this week, Jesus reminded the 

disciples that this world is but temporary, even the massive temple in Jerusalem would be

destroyed.  All the things of this world are passing by.  Even our days are numbered.  

Hair gets grey, muscles start to ache and knees start to creak.  It kind of sneaks up on us. 

Likewise machines break, computers lock up.  Sometimes we wonder if we’ll make it 

through the day in one piece!  Indeed, human sinfulness has bent nature out of shape.  

All of these things lie outside of our ability to manipulate and change the world around 

us.  We see it in the news, the things Jesus spoke of even back in his day, that have 

carried over down through all generations – wars, famine, natural disasters.  We see it in 

broken relationships, in illnesses and spiritual and emotional distress.  But sin is far more

than the things that go wrong in our lives.  Sin is even more than merely a series of 

wrong actions that we keep repeating over and over again.  All of those things grow out 

of the original sin.  Sin effeects our lives in many evil and pernicious ways, but we dare 

not stop there.  Sin is ultimately a matteer between you and God.  And you can’t firx it.  It’s

out of reach.  No amount of good works or self justifircation can hit the reset butteon.  

From the standpoint of this sinful nature a person can only view God as a source of 

righteous condemnation.  Who can stand in His presence?  Thee day of the coming of the 

Lord is can only be one of fearful expectation and judgement.

1 Mk 13:26–27.
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But the new heaven and a new earth that we look forward to in hopeful expectation are 

the home of the righteous.  To believers, those who Jesus calls “the elect,” Judgment Day 

and the end of the world are the firnal fulfirllment of the promises of God centred in Jesus. 

Theis is the joyful end when we firnally fall into the arms of a waiting Saviour, who won 

the victory over sin, Satan, and death.  Thee promise is that Jesus will “gather his elect 

from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.”2  Who are these 

elect?  Theey are the ones whose righteousness is reckoned to them by faith.  We become 

righteous and receive salvation, the forgiveness of sin and eternal life, by grace alone, 

through faith in Christ alone.  By the waters of Holy Baptism and the hearing of the 

Gospel you have this faith, and you are brought into the family of God, the elect.  And 

through faith in Christ alone we will be gathered together on that last day.  So today we 

hear these Words of our Lord as the promise of something that holds no fear.  Thee 

coming of the Son of Man is Good News indeed!

What to do now?  Jesus tells us: be aware and awake, for that day is coming.  Thee firrst 

century Christians believed Jesus would return in their lifetime.  Martin Luther thought 

the return of Christ was imminent during his lifetime.  All Christians have lived in that 

hope and expectation.  Theey kept waiting and watching and longing for His reappearing. 

Likewise we must always be alert, for Jesus tells us, “Be on guard, keep awake. For you 

do not know when the time will come.”3  Jesus underscores this with an illustration: “It is 

like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, 

2 Mk 13:27.
3 Mk 13:33.
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each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake.”4  Jesus is the man, the 

Church is His “house” and believers are His “servants.”  Thee point Jesus makes is that we 

don’t know when He’s coming back, so we should not neglect the faith into which we 

have been called.  He says, “Theerefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master

of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in 

the morning— lest he come suddenly and firnd you asleep.”5  Are we paying atteention?  Or

are we just going along wherever the current of popular culture leads us?  In our epistle 

reading St. Jude instructs us to be built up in the faith, established in the Holy Spirit, 

“waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.”6  St. Paul 

likewise exhorts the Colossian Christians: “Theerefore, as you received Christ Jesus the 

Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you 

were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 7.  For Christ is indeed coming.  On that day you

will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.  “What no eye has 

seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those 

who love him.”8  In that end, on that day, it’s all about Christ, the Alpha and Omega (the 

Beginning and the End).  For those Baptized into Christ Jesus this is not a moment of 

dread but of wonderful reassurance.  His decrees are trustworthy.  We can await His 

coming with joy, for He assures us, He comes to put sin and death into their eternal 

places once and for all.  He comes to put us into our eternal place too, which is with Him.

4 Mk 13:34.
5 Mk 13:35–36.
6 Jud 21.
7 Col 2:6–7.
8 1 Co 2:9.
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So be built up and assured by His words, not anxious or worried.  And stay ready.  How? 

St. Jude says we stay ready by “praying in the Holy Spirit, keep[ing] yourselves in the 

love of God.”9  Our Lord Jesus Christ gives you daily comfort, daily promises, daily giftss 

and blessings that He pours into your life.  He cares for you with His Word and 

Sacraments right here in the Divine Service, and He calls you into a new glorious life 

with Him.  Theese things are sure and true.  He tells us, “Heaven and earth will pass away,

but my words will not pass away.”10  Thee Word of the Lord endures forever so that we can

remain forever with Him.  

So live as believers who have already received the giftss of the forgiveness of sins and 

eternal life, as those waiting the coming of our eternal salvation.  As you have been 

forgiven, forgive others.  As you have been comforted, comfort others.  As you are loved 

by God, so share that love with those around you in this upcoming time of Advent.  And 

“have mercy on those who doubt,”11 remembering always that “you have been born again,

not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God.”12

Thee Day of the Lord is coming.  

Yes, the times we live in are challenging.  It won’t be easy for you as a Christian.  But we 

don’t need to be afraid.  “Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 

justifires.”13  Theose who do not resist His firrst coming have not need to tremble at His 

second.  Thee babe of Bethlehem is born to be the Good Friday Saviour and the hope of 

9 Jud 20–21.
10 Mk 13:31.
11 Jud 22.
12 1 Pe 1:23.
13 Ro 8:33.
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Easter.  He has not lefts us on our own, Christ is not in some distant far away place 

inaccessible to His people.  He comes to us even now, here in His very Body and Blood.  

And Christ is coming once and for all, to take all the elect with Him into eternal 

righteousness.  Pray that the day would be sooner rather than later.  Theere is hope when 

things seem hopeless.  Theere is life aftser death.  Theere is eternity.  “[I]n all these things 

we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”14  Only Christ is the One “who 

is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of 

his glory with great joy.”15  To “the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.”16

Rev. Kirk P. Radford

Christ Lutheran Church, Sarnia, Ont. 

 Soli Deo Gloria✠

14 Ro 8:37.
15 Jud 24.
16 Jud 25.
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