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“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in
peace, and be healed of your disease.”
Mark 5:34

A Miracle Sandwich

Grace to you and peace from God our Father

and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

What St. Mark does in today’s Gospel reading is to create a “miracle sandwich,” 

that is, he places a story about a miraculous healing – the woman with severe 

hemorrhage – within another story, about Jairus and his 12 year old daughter.  

Thee flaavour of the outer story adds zest to the inner one; the inner story 

permeates the outer one.  Both stories are about fear and faith.  Both stories also 

give us a preview of the reign and rule of God, that time we look forward to at 

the consummation of all things when Christ returns in glory.  Both of these 

stories are worth spending time “inside,” just like last week when I said we 

should put ourselves in the boat with the disciples.  Imagine for a moment that 

you are in the crowd that is thronged about our Lord.  Can you identify with the 

characters?  Theis is how we can turn the Scriptures into our prayer, how we can 

turn from fear to faith, how we can look to the Saviour in the here and now even
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as we wait for that which is to come.

Let’s start with looking at the outside of the sandwich, which is the story of 

Jairus.  Who is he?  Theere is a grand sounding title, something like the “chief” or 

the “ruler” of the synagogue.  Now that Jesus “had crossed again in the boat to the 

other side”1 we can probably place Him in Capernaum, which is not a very grand 

place.  So even though Jairus has a fancy title, in reality, in a town of a few 

hundred people, it wasn’t that prestigious.  Theink of something like a trustee or 

congregation chairman, someone who was responsible for the synagogue 

building and for scheduling people to come in and preach and teach.  So this 

Jairus would have known Jesus simply because he would have most likely been 

the one to invite Jesus to come teach at the synagogue on the sabbath.  Of 

course, Jesus would not have been an easy person to have in the pulpit.  Ofteen 

He was preaching and teaching in a way that antagonized the higher-up 

religious authorities.  Jairus might very well have felt that he bit off  more than 

he could chew with Jesus.  So at best perhaps it would be best to keep a safe 

distance.  Let others go afteer this Jesus sooner or later we will see if anything 

comes out of it.  For now, best to stay “neutral.”

Theen in a moment everything changes for Jairus.  We read that his littlle 

daughter, only 12 years old, is very sick, on the point of dying.  We can picture 

Jairus and the household beside themselves, for there is nothing they can do.  

Theen word comes to Jairus that Jesus has returned from across the lake.  Maybe 

1 Mk 5:21.
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He can do something!  Now all the concerns about controversy and politics are 

put aside, and Jairus can only put aside any fears of what people will think about

him, so he found Jesus, and “he fell at his feet and implored him earnestly, 

saying, ‘My littlle daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on 

her, so that she may be made well and live.’”2  How similar is this story to the 

experience of many who, afteer exhausting all other avenues, finnd themselves on 

their knees begging the Lord to do something?  At the point of crisis people 

ofteen are then willing to set aside their misgivings about Jesus.  I think this is 

ofteen the experience of many pastors, they witness that those who have lefte the 

faith, or those who could only stand in unbelief and doubt, are only willing to 

confront the living Christ in a moment of deepest need.  Everything changes in 

an instant, and only then pride and fear are set aside.  Only then are those who 

are confronted with the power of sin and death willing to fall before Jesus and 

acknowledge who He is, and the power He has over sin, death, and hell itself.  

All of this comes together as Jairus pleads his case.  We lose the power of what 

Jairus is asking for in our English translations, for the word we hear as “be made 

well” also means “to be saved.”  Saving people is what Jesus is all about.

So Jesus sees and hears Jairus, and He goes with him back to his house.  But now

we get to the middle part of the “miracle sandwich.”  St. Mark not only keeps us 

waiting to finnd out what happens to Jairus’ daughter, this next part provide 

depth and meaning to the finrst layer.  Jesus is on His way to a house where, we 

2 Mk 5:22–23.
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might suspect, He will finnd a corpse.  Theoughts of sorrow would mingle with the 

threat of impurity, for in Jewish law contact with a dead body is once of the chief

sources of uncleanness.  Now Jesus has contact with a woman who would also 

be considered ritually unclean, for one of the other main sources of impurity 

would be bodily discharges of all types, for men and women.  We don’t know 

anything about this woman other than the fact that she has lived with this 

condition for 12 years, and she has fruitlessly searched out a cure from the 

physicians of the day who were more than willing to take her money in 

exchange for no help whatsoever.  She also hears of Jesus, and like Jairus she 

goes to seek Him out as the one who can heal, the One who can save, but in her 

shame she will only come behind to touch His garment.  Here is the depth that 

passes from one story to the other.  Jesus comes to save, to rescue, to heal.  

“Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live.”3  “If I 

touch even his garments, I will be made well.”4  Thee words from our Old 

Testament reading in Lamentations echo into these Gospel stories: “Thee LORD is 

good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks himDhe will have 

compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast love.56”  Theis is more 

than a platitude, it is a promise given to you this day by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, who works in Word and Sacrament to make known the salvation of our 

Lord through Christ Jesus.  

3 Mk 5:23.
4 Mk 5:28.
5 La 3:32.
6 La 3:25.
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So the woman touches His garment, and now the Lord of creation looks around 

saying, “Hey, what just happened?”  Thee woman “came in fear and trembling and

fell down before him and told him the whole truth.”7  Once again we encounter 

fear in the presence of God’s saving activity.  When you fall down before the 

Lord and confess “I a poor miserable sinner,” you are at a point of realization, 

that you are not worthy of His grace and mercy, only then to hear of that same 

grace and mercy anyway, given for you for the sake of Christ, so that you 

understand that the reign of God is really and truly made mamifest in your life.  

Theis happens right now, today in the Divine Service.  St. Mark highlights for us 

this intimate nature of the contact between Christ and sinner.  Jesus takes what 

is unclean before God and it makes it holy in order to bring about new life.  

When the world creeps in with all its pressures, there is still room for us to creep

up behind Jesus – if that’s all we can do – and reach out to touch Him, in that 

mixture of fear and faith that is true repentance.  So then we must understand 

what Jesus means in saying. “your faith has made you well.”8  Is is the power of 

Jesus that saves, or your own faith?  Thee touch of the woman on the hem of His 

garment was the action that proceeds forth from a believing heart.  You see, 

Jesus is not a magician or a mere healer.  He is bringing salvation, and peace 

with God.  Thee salvation and peace that He brings is made ours through faith, 

faith that we receive when we hear the Word and receive the Sacraments, for 

this is His healing medicine.  Theat faith is indeed saving, for by it we have the 

7 Mk 5:33.
8 Mk 5:34.
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grace of God made manifest for us, the faith that grasps hold of the promises of 

God and dares not let go, the faith that is sure sign of the new life created in 

Baptism.

So then, right on cue, the messengers arrive to tell Jairus that his daughter has 

died.  She is beyond healing, she is gone.  Jesus was delayed by the crowd and 

the woman, and now it’s too late for anything.  So Jairus shouldn’t bother the 

teacher anymore.  In that settling, what Jesus says to Jairus – “Do not fear, only 

believe”9 – must have sounded like asking someone to get in an inflaatable dingy 

and paddle across Lake Huron.  But so many things are happening!  So Jairus has

that spark of faith, and he walks with Jesus, Peter, James, and John back to his 

house.  Theey probably hear what is taking place before they get there, “a 

commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly.”10  But Jesus isn’t having it.  

“Why are you making a commotion and weeping? Thee child is not dead but 

sleeping.”11  He is there to bring life, but the people who are gathering mock and 

scorn Him.  Wherever and whenever the Good New of God’s reign and rule in 

Christ is made known the same thing happens.  We see it in His interaction with

the religious authorities of the day, we see it when He hangs on the cross, we see

it today in the hostility the world increasingly brings forth against the Church.  

So Jesus sends them all away, He goes in, and He raises the child up from the 

dead.  Here again, Jesus takes on what is unclean and exchanges His holiness, 

9 Mk 5:36.
10 Mk 5:38.
11 Mk 5:39.
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and conquers death itself.  

What an amazing thing faith is!  Faith delivers from fear and evil.  It raises up 

from the pit.  It enriches the poor and set the captives free.  It delivers the 

persecuted.  It brings down the finre and divides the sea and cleaves the rock.  

Faith gives to the thirsty water to drink and it satisfines the hungry.  Faith even 

raises the dead and heals the sick.  But most of all faith grasps hold of the 

promises of God given to us through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Theis is the message 

of this Gospel story this morning.  Theis is not just a quaint story designed to 

amuse Sunday school-age children.  Theis story is writtlen so that you may know 

that Jesus is the Son of God who has power over life and death.  Theis story is 

writtlen so that you may believe, that the Holy Spirit may work faith in you by 

these very Words of the Saviour.

At the very end of the story Jesus does something that seems strange.  No, not 

the part when He tells everyone to keep their mouths shut, for He does this all 

throughout the finrst part of St. Mark’s Gospel.  Until that moment when the true 

character of our Lord’s coming is revealed, the details of His mission will remain

concealed.  Rather I mean the very end, when He “told them to give her 

something to eat.”12  Why is that littlle detail tacked on?  I think it points us to 

how the girl really is alive.  I think it also points us ahead, for Jesus will likewise 

eat in front of the disciples many times afteer His resurrection, showing that the 

risen Christ is no phantasm or spirit but is really and truly Himself in bodily 

12 Mk 5:43.
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form.  Jesus will meet death itself on the cross, the wages of sin that threatens to 

destroy God’s creation.  He will defeat death in a way as unexpected as in these 

two “sandwiched” miracles, and afteer He has risen in victory over sin, death, and

hell, He will join in the table fellowship of the disciples.  Today the resurrected 

Christ will join us in the table fellowship we have at the altar today in the 

Sacrament of Holy Communion.  Only today you will not hear the command to 

remain silent, but instead we have this mission: to go forth and tell everyone of 

this Good News, that full salvation are what Jesus and His gracious deeds are all 

about.  Amen.

And now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

Rev. Kirk P. Radford
Christ Lutheran Church, Sarnia, Ont.

 Soli Deo Gloria✠
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