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“With many such parables he spoke the word
to them, as they were able to hear it.  He did
not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained 
everything.”
Mark 4:26-34

Sow, Grow, Harvest

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen.

We are living in a time of adjustment.  For generations we have experienced a 

culture that was shaped and formed in large part by an ethical and moral 

framework derived from Christian teaching.  Thaat is no longer the case, the result 

of a process that even now is gaining ever more traction, such that the Church 

finnds herself no longer woven into the fabric of the dominant culture, but 

increasingly must stand utteerly apart and opposed to it.  Thae question is why are 

we surprised that this is happening?  When Jesus began His earthly ministry 

almost immediately He was opposed.  Tharoughout the few years leading up to His 

crucifinxion and death there were of course many who heard and believed and 

followed.  But there were many who did not, and many who not only stood 

opposed to the Son of God but wanted to kill Him.  Jesus was not welcomed into 
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this world, He was rejected and reviled, and even His family wanted Him to stop 

what He was doing (see last week’s sermon).  

Jesus then sent out the Apostles, the men who would carry the message of the 

Kingdom of God to the ends of the earth.  Thaey were met with the same forces that 

opposed our Lord.  By the power of the Holy Spirit they preached the Word and 

administered the Sacrament, and the Word of the Lord grew, and the Church was 

established.  But not without great cost to those men, for everyone of them except 

St. John was killed for the faith.  Yet today we look around at the state of the 

Church in the world and we are surprised at the rejection and hostility.  Perhaps 

we are finlled with righteous indignation or just befuddled resignation.  But 

knowing how Jesus Himself was rejected by a sinful world, and knowing how the 

Church has struggled in a sinful world over the centuries, we must look only to 

Him for our understanding and comfort.  Today He brings us the two “seed 

parables” in our Gospel reading from St. Mark.  We hear that the Kingdom of God 

might not be working according to our expectations, but nevertheless it is sown, it 

grows, and it will come once and for all in the long-promised harvest.

Thae finrst parables is about a seed that grows in secret.  “Thae kingdom of God is as if

a man should scatteer seed on the ground.  He sleeps and rises night and day, and 

the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how.”1  Perhaps we can call it the 

“parable of the automatic fruit-bearing of the soil and seed.”  Thais is so simple it 

hardly seems offeensive or threatening.  Thae sower has no control over what the 

1 Mk 4:26–27.
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seed does, there is nothing he can do to make the seed sprout, to develop into an 

ear of wheat, and to make the grain fully develop in the ear.  Thaen, of course, 

comes the harvest.  Seems easy enough.  What is Jesus trying to tell us?  He has 

told us that He is speaking of the Kingdom of God, that it too is sown and grows 

without human effeort, for God is the one who does the sowing, and God is the one 

who causes it to grow.  And like that seed that sits in the soil and germinates into 

an ever-developing stalk of wheat, the Kingdom of God is at finrst hidden, even 

secret from the world.  But the Kingdom develops and grows, night day, and we 

know not how.  Why is it that God desires all people to be save and yet so many 

reject?  We do not know, these things are hidden, but God is at work in His 

Kingdom.  

One day the Kingdom of God will no longer be hidden and uncertain to the world, 

for the harvest is surely coming.  Jesus says,  “But when the grain is ripe, at once 

he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.”2  Thaat’s a quotation from the 

prophet Joel, we hear it toward the end of his short book about the coming of the 

Day of the Lord: “Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.”3  Thae harvest comes as a 

sure and certain judgment against the wicked, but the harvest also comes as the 

manifestation of God’s righteousness.  So now we know how the Kingdom 

proceeds.  We know that it will be made manifest to all people, many to their 

judgement, but to those who have been placed in the Kingdom by God’s grace 

given through His only Son it is revealed to our everlasting joy.  Of course, this 

2 Mk 4:29.
3 Joe 3:13.
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Kingdom-of-God-movement doesn’t look like what many people think it should.  

But in fact the earthly ministry of our Lord was the seedtime for God’s long-

promised and long-awaited harvest.  People wouldn’t be able to see how the seed 

was growing, but grow it would.  Thae farmer in the parable goes to bed at night 

and rises up again in the morning, and the seed is doing the same thing – sleeping 

in the soil and then rising up.  Christ too would be risen from the darkness of the 

ground, having made satisfaction for our sins and having covered us with His 

righteousness through His atoning sacrifince on the cross.  By virtue of your 

Baptism you too now live in the hopeful expectation of that same rising, for “we 

shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.”4  So we must not look 

at the humble, even hidden, nature of the Kingdom of God as though something is 

wrong, that we must set about to finx what God had neglected.  Jesus says that even 

“where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”5  Even in 

small beginnings God is at work in His Word and Sacraments.

So the finrst parable in our reading today deals with how the Kingdom proceeds, 

and now the second deals the extent of that same Kingdom.  Thae mustard seed is 

the smallest at the start, but in the end it grows into something larger than you can

imagine.  Again, so it is with the reign of God.  One might look at the humble Jesus

in His earthly ministry and the crowds following Him and think, “is this it?  How 

can this possibly be the beginning of the Kingdom of God?”  To those unwilling to 

hear and believe they might think the cross serves as validation of this 

4 Ro 6:5.
5 Mt 18:20.
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insignifincance.  How could God usher in a new age through the batteered and 

bloody body of Jesus, executed like a common criminal?  Of course the world looks

at the Church today and has the same questions.  How could the Kingdom of God 

be brought about by such simple means?  For we gather around ordinary things – 

the preaching of a pastor, water, bread and wine.  Yet God’s way of working takes 

these simple, humble things and adds His Word, so that by the Holy Spirit faith is 

worked, and now these means enable us to receive the grace of God, without merit 

or any worthiness on our own.  

At at the end of the mustard seed parable Jesus says that this tiny littele seed will 

grow up and it “becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large 

branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”6  Under these 

branches are those who will gather together to enjoy the blessing of shade and rest.

Jesus here ties together what we also heard from the prophet Ezekiel in the Old 

Testament reading for today, and no doubt those who heard Him speak would have

made this connection.  Thae prophet Ezekiel speaks the Word of God regarding the 

coming Kingdom: “On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that it may bear 

branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell 

every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches birds of every sort will nest.”7  So 

our Saviour is telling us by means of this mustard seed image, “don’t worry about 

about what might seem small and insignifincant.  Remember who God is, remember 

what He has promised.  Realize that what might seem tiny compared to what you 

6 Mk 4:32.
7 Eze 17:23.
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see in the world around you is in fact God’s intended Kingdom.  And this Kingdom 

will offeer shade to all who repent and believe in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, unto the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.”

And so we have been placed in the Kingdom of God because He has put us there by

Word and Sacrament, and we live under the shade of His blessing.  Christ gives us 

the Holy Spirit, and we are grafteed into the Church.  Thae Kingdom is working, even

if not quite according to our expectations.  But still there are so many who stand 

outside of the shade, who just dismiss the sowing and growth of the Kingdom, and 

show no signs of faith or life in Christ, and care not one bit for the coming harvest.

We all know people who are in this category, and we wonder why things don’t 

change.  It seems easier by the day to grow weary and discouraged.  It would be 

tempting to wonder if God really does desire that all would be saved and come to a 

saving faith.  Into all of this Jesus brings us these two parables for today.  His 

promises never change, even if the world does.  Thae coming of the Kingdom of 

God, begun in the very person of the Son of God, will indeed be made manifest on 

that day of harvest.  Like plants that begin as mere specks of seeds, your faith is 

nurtured and grown, night and day, by the Word of God.  Thae challenge for us, 

especially today, is to remain faithful, to see that the sowing and planting 

continues.  Thae challenge for us is to not give in to worry and doubt, or to become 

angry and self righteous, but to be open to sharing that same Word with those 

around us, to invite them to be under the shade.  God’s Kingdom will surely come, 

for He has promised that His word “shall not return to me empty, but it shall 

6



accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent 

it.”8

And now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

Rev. Kirk P. Radford
Christ Lutheran Church, Sarnia, Ont.

 Soli Deo Gloria✠

8 Is 55:11.
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