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“Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven
the children of man, and whatever blasphemies they utteer, but whoever blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”
Mark 3:28-29

A Matteer of Perspective

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen.

Jesus Christ is either terrifying or comforting depending on how you see Him.  It’s

all a matteer of perspective.  He is either terrifying or comforting depending on 

who you think He is and how you view what He he has done and what he 

continues to do.  So in our Gospel reading from St. Mark chapter 3 we see how 

this works with two groups: His family and the religious authorities, those scribes 

who have come down from Jerusalem to see what’s going on.  Both His family and

the scribes fall into the terrifieed category when it comes to Jesus, but for diffeerent 

reasons.

Let’s look at the situation with His family fierst.  We know that in St. Mark’s 

Gospel account up until this point in our reading this morning Jesus has been very

busy.  As He has travelled around the Galilean countryside He has healed the sick,
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He has cast out demons, He has preached of the coming of the Kingdom of God, 

and He has called disciples.  He has also even in this early stage of His earthy 

ministry confronted the religious authorities of the day, and already they are 

laying the groundwork for His persecution and death.  

So now in our reading in chapter three St. Mark tells us that Jesus has returned 

home and there are so many people crowding around that He and His disciples 

can’t even put together a meal.  St. Mark then tells us: “And when his family heard 

it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, ‘He is out of his mind.’”1  His 

family, either knowing fierst hand or hearing of all the things that Jesus has been 

doing in His earthly ministry, they are planning an intervention because they 

want to make it stop.  Theey are going to seize Him.  Theey are going to try and take

control of the situation because apparently they don’t like what He is doing.  But 

why?  What could be the problem with healing and preaching and casting out 

demons?  Well, to put it very bluntly, they think He’s crazy.  Theey look at all these 

things and the crowds and the miracles and what they see is an opportunity for 

family embarrassment.  “He is out of his mind” means He is going to give the 

family a really bad name.  His mother, His brothers, – they are terrifieed for the 

sake of the family’s reputation.  

Well, I think Jesus can be terrifying for us in the same way today.  Today to stand 

up and say you are a Christian means that a certain number of people, probably a 

majority, will say that you are out of your mind.  Virgin birth?  Resurrection?  

1 Mk 3:21.
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Miracles?  Sin?  Really?  But if you say your are a Christian, there will come a 

time when you will need to give an account of your confession, as St. Peter tells us

in his fierst letteer: “in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 

prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that

is in you.”2  And when you do this people will say you are out of your mind.  Theere

is the potential for embarrassment.  Theere is the potential that your name will be 

dragged through the mud.  It can be uncomfortable.  It can be scary.  It was 

terrifying even for Mary and the other relatives.  Thee question then is whether 

you will stand fierm in your confession, or whether, like Jesus’ family, you will seek

out an intervention to sweep Jesus under the rug and make it stop.

Thee second group are the scribes who are the religious authorities of the day and 

who have travelled down from Jerusalem.  Theey have made a special trip in order 

to confront Jesus about His ministry.  You see, for them Jesus presents a diffeerent 

problem.  He’s scary for another reason.  And what they have concluded is even 

worse than what the relatives are saying, which is not great – that He has gone 

mad.  You see, the scribes look at the healings and the exorcisms and the 

preaching and the teaching and they come to an even more terrible conclusion: 

they claim that Jesus is actually cooperating with the devil.  Theey say, “’He is 

possessed by Beelzebul,’ and ‘by the prince of demons he casts out the demons.’”3.  

Now, we know that Jesus has been anointed with the Holy Spirit at His Baptism in

the Jordan River.  We know from that moment the Spirit of God is at work in all of

2 1 Pe 3:15.
3 Mk 3:22.
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these things that we read about in the Gospel of St. Mark – the miracles and 

exorcisms and teaching and preaching.  So what these scribes are saying is that 

the Spirit of God is actually the spirit of evil, the devil, “Beelzebul.”  Thee accusation

of the family that Jesus is “out of His mind” is certainly uncomplimentary, but 

what the scribes are saying goes way beyond that.  It’s dangerous.  Theey are 

calling evil good and good evil.  Theey are telling people to turn away from the 

light and to head back toward the darkness.

So here are two kinds of blasphemy set out for us in this Gospel.  Theis word, 

blasphemy, it comes from a Greek work which means to slander or revile or speak

irreverently about God.  So fierst we witness the blasphemy of Jesus’ family.  

Theere’s no way to sugar coat it, there’s no way to sweep it under the rug, we must 

call it what it is.  What they are saying – “He is out of His mind” – its’s an 

outrageous and demeaning thing to say about the Son of God.  But there is a way 

out.  Jesus Himself provides this way in the very fierst Words that He speaks in 

Mark’s Gospel, from chapter one verse 15: “Thee time is fulfielled, and the kingdom 

of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel” (Mk 1:15).  Turn away from sin

and turn toward God in faith, faith that is given by His very Word and Sacrament 

of our Lord by the Holy Spirit, and receive the Kingdom of God, the forgiveness of

sins and eternal life.  You see, we all share this same problem, that we have been 

born into sin and are separated from the righteousness of God.  Doubt and 

unbelief are symptoms of this.  We have our own set of outrageous and 

demeaning thoughts, words, and deeds.  Left  on our own there is no way back to 
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the righteousness we have lost.  But Christ restores that which has been lost, this 

is why He has come, and He gives it to you in the healing waters of you Baptism, 

and announces it through His Words that the pastor says in His stead and by His 

command, and He lays down His very Body and Blood for you in the Sacrament of

the Altar.  Thee sin of Jesus family was outrageous.  But Christ hangs on the cross 

for them and says ““Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Lk 

23:34).  He hung on the cross for you too, and your outrageous sins are taken 

away as well, for “all sins will be forgiven the children of man, and whatever 

blasphemies they utteer”.4

Thee message Jesus has for the scribes though is much, much diffeerent.  Jesus says 

“whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty 

of an eternal sin” (Mk 3:29).  Yikes.  What can this mean?  Are we in eternal 

jeopardy if we make a certain kind of mistake?  Is there some category of thought,

word, or deed directed against the third Person of the Trinity that can place us 

outside of the redemption Jesus won on the cross for all sinners?  We need to take 

a step back and remember that content of the accusation that the scribes are 

speaking: they claim that the Christ, the very Son of God, is empowered in His 

work of healing and exorcism and teaching and preaching not by the Spirit of God

but by the chief spirit of evil.  When they do this they totally pervert the truth and

they repute the very Word of God who is standing before them.  Theis is deliberate 

rejection.  Today there are many people who are confronted with the living Word 

4 Mk 3:28.
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that is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Theey hear of the forgiveness of sins and eternal 

life, the Kingdom of God is proclaimed and grace of God is made available.  But 

like a person who rejects a gift  of infienite worth people today hear this saving 

message and say, “No thanks, I think I’m good.”  Deliberate rejection.  Theis is the 

sin against the Holy Spirit, this is what Jesus wants us to know this morning in 

this Gospel text.  He does not mean to burden the conscience of Christians who 

still daily battele against that old Adam.  Theis is a warning to those who stand 

opposed to the work of the Holy Spirit.  Theere is no turning back from this kind of

rejection.  Thee person who deliberately and stubbornly rejects the grace of God 

given for the sake of and through the atoning sacrifiece of Christ is indeed guilty 

“guilty of an eternal sin.”

So Jesus Christ is either terrifying or comforting depending on how you see Him.  

Jesus terrifieed His family and those scribes, albeit for much diffeerent reasons.  But 

much more than an object of terror Jesus is a comfort to those whom He calls 

brothers and sisters.  We hear that Jesus responded to the blasphemy of the scribes

by telling them a story, a parable, about a strong man who is bound in order that 

the good in his house might be plundered.  Theat strong man?  He’s the devil.  Do 

you know who has bound the devil?  Jesus.  He did it on the cross, and He did it 

for you and me.  Jesus has taken us out of the kingdom of the devil and fiermly 

placed us in the Kingdom of God, because He has conquered the power of sin, 

death, and hell.  Theis is what it means to be part of His family.  Jesus is not 

ashamed to call us His brother and sisters because He is just like us except 
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without sin, and having made atonement for our sins He now sits at the right 

hand of the Father and brings forth our prayers.  

Our Gospel reading ends with this message of comfort that Jesus speaks to those 

who have gathered around Him to listen: “whoever does the will of God, he is my 

brother and sister and mother.”5  What is the will of God?  We go back to the sure 

words of Christ:  “Thee time is fulfielled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent 

and believe in the gospel.”  Repent and believe, this is the will of God, that all 

would come to receive the Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ.  To those who are 

gathered around Jesus and hear this message and believe it, He is a comfort, not a 

terror.  Theis is the comfort that stands against all the world can throw against you,

the peace that is only realized from forgiveness.  Jesus brings only compassion and

kindness when the world is hard and unforgiving.  So this morning, in a world of 

discomfort, rest in the comfort that can only come from Christ, gathered around 

Jesus in His Word and Sacrament.  Christ Jesus for you, and for everyone.  Amen.

And now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

Rev. Kirk P. Radford
Christ Lutheran Church, Sarnia, Ont.

 Soli Deo Gloria✠

5 Mk 3:35.
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