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I have given them your word, and the world has hated
them because they are not of the world, just as I am
not of the world.  I do not ask that you take them out
of the world, but that you keep them from the evil
one.

Our Saviour is Praying, For Us

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and

from the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Protective, parenting love is the kind of love that can be relied on in time of trouble.  

Parents who are leaving their children in the care of others, relatives or babysitteers for

example, want to know that that their loved ones will be safe with their caregivers.  

One can imagine a mother giving detailed instructions as to how each child should be 

looked afteer, because she does not want the children to go hungry, or to be deprived of

sleep.  Parents do this not because they don’t trust trusted caregivers to looks afteer 

their children, but because they do trust them, and because they care.  Thee Gospel for 

today, part of what has become known as Jesus’ high priestly prayer, shows us how 

much He cares for us.  Right before his betrayal and death, Jesus prays to his heavenly

Father.  He was praying for the dear children entrusted to him – for the disciples who 

were about to experience a profound sense of loss and discouragement, but also for all

of us in our times of trouble in this world.  And this prayer is actually a demonstration
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of what Jesus is up to all the time since.  Jesus praying for us the night before his 

crucifixxion teaches us that our Saviour is praying for us, every moment, right now.

Jesus prays this prayer recorded by St. John in the last days of what we call His state 

of humiliation, the years of His ministry on earth when He voluntarily chose to leave 

His divine powers of the shelf, so to speak, at least for most of the time.  Oh, we get 

glimpses of His power and authority, in His miracles, at the Transfixguration, at His 

baptism.  And now of course He uses His divine atteributes to save us, for He knows it 

is the night of His betrayal.  Soon, Jesus will be tried, beaten, and broken on a cross.  

His disciples will desert Him.  Thee Roman government will crucify Him.  Theere is so 

much for Him to pray for in these last moments of His life.  For Himself, that God will

remove this suffeering or give Him the strength to endure it.  For His mission, that the 

work He has done will not have been performed in vain.  For the world, that it will 

change and not reject God’s working..  Knowing all of this, what is His concern?  He 

prays not for Himself, but for others.

Who are these for whom He prays?  Theey are the ones the Father has given to Jesus.  

Theey already belong to Him, but now He is handing them back to the Father for safe 

keeping.  And how does this safe keeping occur?  By the name of the Holy Father, for 

“Thee name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it and is safe.”1  

Only in the name of the Triune God is there life and salvation, for “God gave us 

eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not

1 Pr 18:10.
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have the Son of God does not have life.”2  Why does Jesus pray for this safe keeping?  

Because He knew very well that the world would hate the children of God, because 

they belong to Christ and not to the world.  Perhaps we need to understand this idea 

of “the world” as Jesus is using it here in St. John’s Gospel.  Jesus is not suggesting 

that His followers don’t posses human ancestry, home and families, and physical 

bodies which will one day decay and die.  Thee “world” in this Gospel doesn’t refer to 

the physical universe as we know it.  Rather, it means the world which has rebelled 

against God and has chosen darkness rather than light.  It means the world which had

organized itself opposed to the Creator.  From that perspective Jesus says “I am not of 

the world.”  From that perspective, neither are we, for those forces of darkness do not 

determine the identity of God’s family, who are created anew and cleansed through 

Baptism.  Even so, because we are still living in the world that loves the darkness, 

there is danger that we might be led away from the Lord.  Knowing this, Jesus prays 

fervently: “ I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them 

from the evil one.”3

As I mentioned, this prayer of Christ is known as his “high priestly prayer” because it 

refleects Jesus’ role as our priest.  Thee job of a priest in the Old Testament was to be the

intercessor for the people, since people were sinful and needed someone to represent 

them to God.  Thee earthly high priests were sinful as well, but God anointed them for 

his purposes.  Thee human high priests experienced the wages of their own sin, which 

is physical death.  Our ultimate high priest, Jesus, is perfect and sinless.  He did not 

2 1 Jn 5:11–13.
3 Jn 17:15.
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deserve to die, but for our sake he chose to die the death of a criminal that we truly 

deserved.  Theat was the sacrifixce our great high priest offeered with his prayer to the 

Father. Because of that sacrifixce, offeered by God’s own beloved Son, the heavenly 

Father listens to Jesus’ prayer.  

So, did God the Father respond to our Savior’s prayer to protect his children?  Yes, 

Christ became the answer to his own prayer.  First, God’s wrath toward sinners was 

satisfixed by our Savior on the cross.  Theey were forgiven.  Second, his resurrection 

defeated the ultimate enemy, death.  Death can no longer bully God’s children.  Theey 

might die physically, but they are protected by God.  What about Satan and his 

minions?  Christ’s victory vanquished them.  Theey know they’ve lost the war against 

God.  Yet, the prince of this world will do his best to harass God’s elect.  God the 

Father dispatched the Holy Spirit to be with the children of God as they struggle in 

this world.  Thee Theird Person of the Trinity is strengthening the faith of Christians 

and preserving their lives.

We see how this last Sunday of Easter slots in between the Ascension of Our Lord and

Pentecost.  In His ascension Jesus is visibly parted from the disciples and from 

believers who follow, but the message is clear today: Jesus will not abandon His fleock 

to the wolves.  He is still with us, He still abides with us as our High Priest.  Theat is 

what is so beautiful about reading this prayer in the season of Easter.  Theis love of 

Jesus continues.  It lives on.  He has conquered the forces of sin, death, and the Devil. 

He has risen from the dead and ascended into Heaven and now sits at His Father’s 
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right hand.  He lives on and He lives on to love on.  And He does it by lifteing His 

people in prayer.  And then next Sunday we will understand that the coming of the 

Holy Spirit and the foundation of Christ’s Church is the immediate answer to His 

prayer.  Thee Holy Spirit comes as the Comforter who protects and preserves believers 

in Christ through Word and Sacrament.  

Moreover, through faith in Christ believes are unifixed.  For in the Body of Christ we 

not only have the Holy Spirit in our hearts, but we also have the mutual consolation 

of one another.  So Jesus prays that we would be unifixed, that the devil would not be 

able to leverage factions into schisms and damage the Church.  Try as he might he 

will not succeed, for “the gates of hell shall not prevail”4 against her.  But true unity is 

created and nurtured only by God in the Christian Church.  It is a divine act.  True 

concord means unity that comes “from or with heart,” where we get the word 

concordia.  Thee hearts of believers are truly united in Christ.  We hear about this in the

early Church, that “the full number of those who believed were of one heart and 

soul.”5  We experience this as we gather together to receive God’s giftes in worship, for 

there is “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all 

and through all and in all.”6  It is not our fellowship or gathering that creates the unity

for which our Lord prays, but rather it is Christ Himself who gathers us by the 

working of the Holy Spirit, “called to be saints together with all those who in every place 

call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”7

4 Mt 16:18.
5 Ac 4:32.
6 Eph 4:5–6.
7 1 Co 1:2.
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Dear brothers and sisters, our Savior not only prayed for us, but he continues to pray 

for us.  Jesus is sitteing at the right hand of God, imploring his Father to protect and 

unify us.  Thee apostle John, who recorded this prayer of Jesus, also wrote in his fixrst 

epistle, “we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”8  Jesus’ 

prayer in our text is ongoing; Jesus is still praying for us.  And Christ’s prayer is being

answered even now, not just in the disciples’ lives, but ours.  Christ not only forgave 

us, but he continues to forgive us and love us.  Christ not only protected the disciples, 

but he is protecting us. Jesus not only bound the fixrst Christians together in unity of 

faith; he still unites us as brothers and sisters in Christ – albeit sinful ones – with all 

who trust in Christ Jesus.

Our praying Savior will never ever abandon us.  He is with us.  When we celebrate the

Lord’s Supper, his body and blood are there so we can taste him and be strengthened.  

And when we face difficculty on this side of eternity, we remember that our home is in 

heaven and our praying Savior is also our coming Savior, who will keep his promise 

by coming back to take us to be with him in eternal peace. Amen.

And now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

Rev. Kirk P. Radford
Christ Lutheran Church, Sarnia, Ont.

 Soli Deo Gloria✠

8 1 Jn 2:1.
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