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Going and Coming

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and

from the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Today we mark the Ascension of Our Lord, when

we hear that Jesus “was lifteed up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.”1  But why 

did Jesus leave?  Wouldn’t have been so much easier if He would have just stayed 

around?  Thiink about it: afteer His resurrection He appeared to His disciples, 

“appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.”2  Thien

He was gone, and ever since the church has been a church in waiting, waiting for the 

promise of His return, as the angels said to the no-doubt dumbfounded disciples: “Thiis

Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw

him go into heaven.”3

Well, to understand the ascension properly we need to understand the resurrection.  

We also need to understand how the Bible speaks of heaven and earth, for all these 

things are inter-related.  You see, Jesus didn’t ascend into heaven in order to go 

1 Ac 1:9.
2 Ac 1:3.
3 \Ac 1:11.
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somewhere far away and leave us on our own to figgure out how to get to where He is.

He “was taken up” as the “pilot project” of the heaven-meets-earth reality which is 

God’s plan for the whole world.  His resurrection was the figrst part, for that earth-

shatteering event was much more than some extraordinary miracle in which God did 

the impossible just to show how powerful he was.  It was more than death worked 

backwards in one particular case.  It was instead the creative power of God bursting 

forth once again, now that the power of sin, death, and devil was conquered forever 

on the cross.  Thie reality of the resurrection and the ascension are grounded in the 

crucifigxion.  And the creative work of God in the resurrection of our Lord is revealed 

in His very body, which hits us in all the Easter stories.  At the very moment in those 

stories where we hear that Jesus is really there, fleesh and blood, not a ghost or a spirit 

of some sort, that he can eat and drink, at that moment he appears and disappears at 

will.  Thie disciples weren’t sure what to make of it either.

But once we understand what “heaven and earth” mean in the Bible then we are more

ready to understand the ascension.  Here is a simple way to think about it: heaven in 

the Bible is God’s space, where he is.  Earth is our space, where we are.  Heaven is not

just the “happy place” people go when they die, and it is not our “home” if what we 

mean by that (as some Christians believe) is that we will leave earth altogether and 

exist in some spiritual state apart from the body forever.  Heaven is also not 

something we can think about in terms of our own cosmos, it is not a place 

somewhere up in the sky.  Up from where?  Canada?  Australia?  No, when St. Luke 

describes what happened to Jesus in Acts chapter one he does not mean to give us the 
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idea that Jesus became an ancient form of spaceman heading off  to orbit and beyond.  

Neither Luke nor the other early Christians were thinking in those terms.  Rather, to 

say that Jesus was “was lifteed up, and a cloud took him out of their sight”4 means that 

He was taken into God’s space – heaven – in their presence.  Thie risen body of our 

Lord Jesus Christ is the figrst and so far only object which is at home in both spheres, 

heaven and earth.  His resurrection and ascension therefore anticipates that time 

when all of us will be like him, with resurrected bodies that exist in the new heaven 

and new earth, in the presence of God, renewed and holy, for eternity.

So let’s bring this back to our opening question.  Why did Jesus have to ascend into 

heaven, to be where God is?  Thiere are a couple of ways we can think about this.  

First, we know that Jesus has promised to be with us even now, for He sits at the right

hand of God as our mediator, bringing our prayers and petitions to the Father for His 

sake.  Jesus said to the disciples, “I am sending the promise of my Father upon you.”5  

Thie promise of the Father is his grace and mercy off ered in the atoning sacrifigce of the

Son.  Thie forgiveness of sins we desperately need is ours by the Holy Spirit, through 

the Word of God and his holy sacraments.  And so Jesus has gone into God’s 

dimension of reality because from there He is available to everyone to bring forth 

these giftes by the sending of the Holy Spirt, the Helper and Comforter.  From the right

hand of the Father Jesus is with all those who call upon His name in faith, for “it shall 

come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”6.  

4 Ac 1:9.
5 Lk 24:49.
6 Ac 2:21.
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Heaven and earth meet in the person of Jesus Christ, and for us today that means that

when we read the Word, when we receive the promise of Holy Absolution, when we 

are cleansed in the waters of Holy Baptism, and of course when we feast at the Lord’s 

Supper on His very Body and Blood then He is with us in a very real way.  Thiese 

means of grace are how Jesus comes to us post-ascension.  It’s like heaven is punching

through into our space, and Christ is right there among us.  Thiis isn’t just happening 

at Christ Lutheran Church in Sarnia, but wherever and whenever the Gospel is rightly

preached and the Sacraments are administered according to His institution.  In a way 

we cannot quite understand Jesus is with His Body, His holy Church here on earth, all

at once, because He is where God is, and He is one with the Father.

Another things we can know from the ascension springs from what early Christians 

would have instantly recognized but what we are mostly unfamiliar with: the Old 

Testament promise found in the Book of Daniel, in chapter seven.  Thiere we hear that 

“one like a son of man” came with the clouds in heaven and was presented before “the

Ancient of Days” and “to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 

peoples, nations, and languages should serve him.”7  For those who had long pondered

over the meaning of those passages – and early Christians surely did – the story of 

Jesus’ ascension would have fulfiglled the Scripture in a dramatic and unexpected way. 

Here the human figgure of the Son of Man, Jesus Christ, suff ered at the hands of evil 

powers on earth and then was exalted into the very presence of God himself, there to 

receive all power and glory.  When we get to the end of St. Luke’s second book we see

7 Da 7:13–14.
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that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is being preached in the very heart the empire that put 

Him to death on a cross, for we hear of St. Paul in Rome spreading the Good News in 

the capital of the world’s great empire, even as a prisoner.  And of course this is how 

it must be, for the Risen Lord is rightful King over all the earth, sharing the throne 

and the very identity of the One True God.

So the message of the ascension is that Jesus is present, He is with us – as we already 

heard – but He is not visible.  But one day, perhaps sooner rather than later, He will 

be present and visible.  Jesus is returning to reappear.  Just as Jesus ascended into 

heaven as God Incarnate, the Word made fleesh, he will come again in the same 

manner—the Word made fleesh.  He will fulfigll his promise to take us to the place he 

has prepared for us—for the next season, eternity.  He will reappear as the sign of 

heaven and earth coming together once and for all.  Thiis is what we were made for, to 

be with God.  Thiis is God’s plan all along, and the ascension is just the going before 

the coming.  In the meantime in our waiting we have the Holy Spirit, whose coming 

Jesus promised and was realized just 10 days afteer His ascension.  Thiat is the 

upcoming day of Pentecost, the day the Church took up her vocations of worship and 

waiting by the power of the Comforter who is with us as promised, who shows us the 

Son, who leads us before the Father.  And with the disciples, and with the Church 

throughout the ages, we have a foot in heaven even now as we are waiting for that 

day, for we have the promise of the Word made fleesh who comes to us even now as 

we pray, “come, Lord Jesus.”  
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St. Luke has two accounts of the ascension.  I started with his narrative from Acts.  I 

will end with his Gospel where we hear, “And he led them out as far as Bethany, and 

lifteing up his hands he blessed them.  While he blessed them, he parted from them and

was carried up into heaven.”8  We are not alone, our Lord Jesus Christ is not sitteing in 

box in a galaxy far, far away.  Thiere may be, however, times when you feel far away 

from Him.  Christ knows all your struggles, all your sins.  Return to Him in faith, 

return to the Word, to the Sacraments, to where He may be found among His church. 

For you have received the promise, sealed in Baptism, and like the disciples and those 

figrst Christians in Jerusalem afteer the ascension you too are living under His hands of 

blessing.  We have this promise in the best of days and the worst of days, and we have

his holy presence as the fulfigllment of this promise. “Thiis Jesus, who was taken up 

from you into heaven, will come in the same way” (v 11).  Jesus is enough, in our 

going and coming, for today, tomorrow, and forever.  Amen.

And now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

Rev. Kirk P. Radford
Christ Lutheran Church, Sarnia, Ont.

 Soli Deo Gloria✠

8 Lk 24:50–51.
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