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Christ is risen!  We who are in Christ have new

life!  We, too, shall be raised from the dead, now in

our Baptism, and then on the Last day to Life

Everlasting!

The Incomprehensible Message

Dear fellow heirs of the resurrection: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and 

from the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Theere is not a word in the Gospels which suggest that the disciples were expecting a 

Resurrection of our Lord.  On the contrary, they explicitly rejected the very idea.  Theat 

makes it hard for those who want to explain away the Resurrection as some form of 

mass hallucination on the part of these Apostles, that they so desperately wanted it to 

be so that they all together somehow imagined it.  No, it seems they were as surprised 

as everyone else.  So we approach the ancient text for the holy feast of Easter, and we 

stop before the message of the risen Christ to say it is the most incomprehensible and 

disconcerting message ever proclaimed to the world.  Here is that message: just as 

Christ was born from his mother’s virginal womb, so too he rose again from the closed 

tomb.  As He, the only-begotteen Son of God, was made the firrstborn of His mother, so, 

by His resurrection, he became the firrstborn from the dead.  
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I was reading on a German news website the other day of a survey done of German 

church goers, that is, people who actually regularly atteend services and pay the required

church tax in that country.  Theey asked members of both the Roman Catholic church 

and the state Protestant church whether they believed in the resurrection of Jesus.  

Guess what?  52% of Roman Catholics and 48% of Protestants say it never happened!  I 

wonder what the numbers would be in Canada or the United States.  Of course this 

merely shows us how in our era the message of Easter morning, that Christ is risen 

from the dead, is deeply disconcerting and incomprehensible.  Theis is the natural 

reaction.  It is unheard of that a man should rise from the dead.  Theerefore the question 

before us today, and every Sunday, remains the same: can the Resurrection in this 

modern era be anything other than an object of mockery and doubt?  Thee 

announcement of the Resurrection is the most important and noteworthy message ever 

proclaimed.  It is also a message that the world firghts against with all its might, yet also 

a message that every generation must come to terms with:  Christ is risen, He is risen 

indeed.

Thee Easter morning proclamation of the Resurrection is deeply disconcerting and 

incomprehensible not only to people in our own era.  Witness the women who are 

going to the tomb that morning to anoint the body of Our Lord, expecting to firnd Him 

much as they had left  Him Friday aft ernoon.  St. Mark tells us that upon seeing “a 

young man sitteing on the right side, dressed in a white robe@they were alarmed.”1  

Upon hearing the message of the angel, “You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucifired.

1 Mk 16:5.
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He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him.,”2 they do not cry out 

with joy and exultation.  No, they fleed the scene, “for trembling and astonishment had 

seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.”3  Why were they so

afraid?  Because this is something they never expected.  Thee story still shocks because 

there is something we do not expect.  It triggers the same emotions.  Thee message that 

Jesus has risen from the dead is beyond our understanding and thoughts.  Yes, there are 

atteempts to make it firt with our natural world.  Many want to make analogies with 

spring, how things come back to life aft er a season of dormancy, and we have fleowers 

and butteerfleies as pictures of that new life.  Of course not all the world celebrates Easter 

in the spring – for our sister church in Australia this is fall, and Easter is in the time of 

harvest.  Besides, there is no resurrection in nature, fleowers and butteerfleies are just 

going about their normal life cycle and then they will die.  Dead things do not rise in 

nature.  Lazarus and Jairus’s daughter were both called out of the grave by Jesus, yet 

still they would both go on to die a natural death.  I think our forefathers knew about 

these things much betteer than we do today, for they knew of death much more 

intimately.  Theey knew that we live in a world where there is no natural resurrection.  It

is against nature.  It is supernatural to be raised from the dead.

So yes, the message is a bit frightening and mysterious, because things that are beyond 

our understanding and thoughts are frightening and mysterious.  Death itself is 

frightening and mysterious.  People are not capable of incorporating the message of the 

Resurrection into their picture of the world.  Of course this gets to the heart of the 

2 Mk 16:6.
3 Mk 16:8.
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Gospel message, for that Gospel, which contains the Good News of the Resurrection, 

completely upends a persons picture of the world and replaces it with something else, 

the message of the Christ who came in the fleesh, suffeered, died, and rose again, for our 

sake, to take away our sins.  For the Christian church then this message of the 

Resurrection, the most awesome act of God, is still passed on with fear and trembling.  

We hear in the Gospel reading we hear today there is only this sense of anxiety at the 

coming of this event.  If there is proof for the authenticity of this Easter story then 

surely at least in part it is in the fact that nowhere was there an atteempt made to 

separate this fear from any description of the Resurrection.  But if we could then take a 

snapshot of the events following the Resurrection as recorded in all the Gospels we 

would see how the initial reaction of uncertainty, fear, and anxiety gives way to faith, 

hope, and joy.  For the risen Christ is revealed in Jerusalem and by the Sea of Galilee 

and on the mount of ascension.  He appears with the disciples on the country road to 

Emmaus, to the disciples who were waiting fearfully in the locked room, and He broke 

bread with them.  Theese accounts are the witness of the tremendous experience these 

men were allowed to have.  Jesus said they could expect this, long before they were to 

understand what He meant: “But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for 

they hear. For truly, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see 

what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”

Thee same blessing now comes to you, this day and every Sunday.  Theis is what your 

ears have heard and your eyes of faith have seen: God the Father awakened his Son, 

who suffeered as the Lamb of God on the cross, bearing our sins and the sins of the 
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entire world.  Therough the blood of the eternal testament, he took the Good Shepherd 

of the sheep out of the grips of death.  Jesus Christ rose as the firrstborn of many 

brothers and sisters.  He is the head of the Church, and His Church knows and hears 

His voice.  Theat day the end of the world began.  Thee firrstborn is risen from the dead, 

and all will follow him.  However long it takes is of no consequence.  Thee new era 

began with the Resurrection, and the old world perished.  We now live between these 

two eras, still bearing the weight of our sins yet rejoicing because those sins no can 

destroy us, for we have this hope of the Resurrection of our Lord: “We were buried 

therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 

the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.”4  We are 

coming out of the night, the dawn is breaking, and the sun will rise.  Thee Early Church 

used the idea of light breaking in upon a world in darkness in their Easter liturgies, for 

just as God created light on the firrst day of the week, so the new creation began with 

the Light of the world on the great Sunday of the holy Easter festival.

Everything we believe about Jesus Christ, and about how God has been gracious and 

merciful to us for the sake of Him who rose again, hinges on Resurrection.  Thee 

Resurrection is not an optional supplement or appendix to the Christian faith.  Thee 

Resurrection is not a strange mythological story that goes along with bunnies and 

chocolate eggs.  We must not atteempt to sentimentalize or tame the story of the 

Resurrection to suit our needs.  It is the very centre of our faith.  It is the proof once and

for all of how God has stepped in for us when we could not do it for ourselves.  Jesus 

4 Ro 6:4.
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pronounced it many times in His ministry, but to ears not ready to hear and hearts not 

ready to believe.  Today the message goes out by the Word, and the Holy Spirit 

continues to bear witness to those who would hear and believe.  Thee Resurrection 

remains at the centre.  We gather on Sunday not as the new sabbath but because it is 

the day of the Resurrection of our Lord.  We gather in the hopeful celebration that the 

grave no longer will hold us, just as it did not hold Him, and we gather to receive the 

Good Gift s that He has left  us while we wait for that day.

St. Paul knows that the church in Corinth has received the proclamation of the 

Resurrection of our Lord but he also knows that they need to be established in that 

hope again and again.  So he devotes a considerable portion of his firrst letteer to the 

Resurrection: “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the Gospel I preached to you, 

which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold 

fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.”5  Thee Resurrection of 

the body is the whole point.  If they give up on that teaching then they are lost.  So he 

sends them back to the Word which they have received and which they are saved, the 

Word that tells of how Jesus dies for our sins, the Word that speaks of how He was 

raised again on the third day.  

Thee guarantee we receive through His sacrifircial death lies alone in the resurrection.  

Without His resurrection we have no guarantee, we would still be in our sins and our 

faith would be in vain.  But because Jesus Christ died, the penalty for our sins has been 

paid; now we are redeemed.  Thee Lord is risen, He is risen indeed!  Theese words ring out

5 1 Co 15:1–2.
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all over the world today, in cities and towns big and small, in great big cathedrals and 

tiny parish churches, to people rich and poor, of all races, in every language, because 

regardless of what category you firt into we are all headed to the same place our earth 

places before us, the grave.  Theat is the end of all these human diffeerences.  But today 

we have the certainty that our Lord has gone before us and emerged from the darkness 

of death.  Thee Gospel reading today from St. Mark ends on that note of fear and 

astonishment that we heard earlier: “trembling and astonishment had seized them, and 

they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.”6  If we leave it there there is a blank 

space, and perhaps that’s a good thing.  For now we are invited to not only explore the 

faith of these firrst Christians in their encounter with the risen Christ, but to also 

explore our own faith.  Do we take Easter for granted, or have we once again found 

ourselves awestruck at the incomprehensible new work of God?  What do we know of 

the risen Lord?  Where is He going to lead us?  It is our great opportunity, and our great

privilege, to now rejoice, because Christ is risen, He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

 Soli Deo Gloria✠

6 Mk 16:8.
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