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What Now?

Perhaps we have a tendency afteer

the celebration of Easter to ask the question, “what now?”  We move through the 

seasons of the church year anticipating the wonders of Holy Week and the 

miracles of the empty tomb, and then we make a turn to, well, ordinary life.  

What now?  What happens to us now that Jesus has been raised on the third day?

How are our lives diffeerent?  Perhaps the tendency is to think that nothing really 

changes, perhaps the tendency is to just go on as usual, waiting for the seasons to

come around again.  Well, at firrst reading our Gospel reading for today from St. 

Luke seems to answer the question “what now?” with “lunch.”  Here is Jesus 

appearing in the midst of the disciples afteer the Resurrection, and they are 

troubled, frightened, amazed.  But it seems the evangelist wants us to know that 

Jesus had a nice bit of broiled firsh.  Jesus is risen!  What now?  Eating some firsh?  

Of course that’s not all that is happening.  In these words from St. Luke we get a 

defirnitive answer to the question “now what?” as Jesus imparts to the disciples, 

and to us, His teaching about what it all means.  What it means that He he was 

1



crucifired, buried, and risen from the dead.  And what the Scriptures mean, the 

source of what we are to know about everything that has happened involving the 

coming of the Son of God.  Thiis is what we need to hear and believe in this post-

Resurrection time.  Thiere are two things we can look at in detail in this Gospel 

reading: the firrst one is a bit hard to get our heads around, but the second one is 

much more straight forward.

Heaven and Earth

First, let’s go back to the firsh.  Of course there is much more signifircance to this 

event then just having some lunch.  Jesus comes and stands in the midst of His 

disciples and what do they think?  Thiey “were startled and frightened and 

thought they saw a spirit.”1  Thiey thought they were seeing some kind of 

phantasm or ghost.  But what they behold in their midst is not some apparition 

but the very same Jesus who they knew, the same Jesus who suffeered, died, and 

rose again.  Time and again in the Bible we see how sinful humans who are 

confronted with the presence of holiness are afraid, and rightly so.  To be in the 

presence of the Almighty with all the baggage of sin and transgression is 

terrifying.  So think of Zechariah and Mary, or Moses and Isaiah.  So the disciples 

are no diffeerent in this respect than many others we read about in the Scriptures.  

And what Our Lord does then is to show them that He is still the same Jesus.  He 

shows them His wounds, He asks for something to eat, in order that would have 

the assurance that what happened is real.  He tells them, “it is I myself. Touch me,

1 Lk 24:37.
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and see.”2  Thie Resurrected Lord Jesus is really and truly present.  He is present to 

proclaim “Peace to you!”  We are suffeering as people have suffeered in this world 

since our firrst parents were banished from the garden.  Thie enemy does not want 

us to know peace, but instead wants chaos and fear.  But through the incarnate 

Word and His atoning sacrifirce there is now peace in heaven and on earth.  Thie 

power of sin and devil is defeated.  Humanity is reconciled with God, there is 

peace.  Thiis is the peace Jesus can announce, the peace that only comes from Him,

because He has risen from the dead.

So Jesus is there, in the fleesh, He still bears the wounds of the cross and He is 

eating firsh.  But what kind of body does Jesus have at the Resurrection?  For that 

matteer, what kind of body will we have when we too are called out of the grave 

into everlasting glory?  Thiis gets back to our basic understanding of heaven and 

earth.  Thiis is not easy for us to grasp.  We want to think of heaven as someplace 

far offe in the cosmos, the place we get to when we die.  You might be surprised to 

know that the Bible really doesn’t speak of heaven this way, and certainly in 

Jewish thinking up to the time of Jesus heaven wasn’t thought of like this.  Thiis 

idea of heaven as a place far, far away, a place inhabited by spirits without fleesh or

bone, is actually a product of the ancient Greeks and their philosophy.  

Unfortunately the Christian church has gravitated in this direction much too 

ofteen, and of course we see this in our popular culture.  

But what Jesus is showing us in this post-Resurrection meal is that heaven is 

2 Lk 24:39.
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actually where God is.  It’s his space, the dimension of his present reality, where 

he is right now and forever more.  To be in heaven is to be in the presence of God.

Now we know that in the Old Testament the presence of God was in the 

tabernacle, and then in the temple, in the holy of holies and at the mercy seat.  Bt 

now Jesus comes into our presence and He is the new temple, He is the presence 

of God in our midst.  St. John tells us as much, “the Word became fleesh and dwelt 

among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 

full of grace and truth.”3  So now guess what?  Heaven actually comes to us, 

heaven punches through into our own present reality, where we are right now, in 

the person of Jesus Christ.  Now God the Incarnate Word Himself is with us.  Thiis

happens when His Word is preached and faith is created, and this happens when 

the Sacraments are administered to sinners in need of forgiveness.  So this 

understanding we have of heaven being where God is, and Christ being the 

presence of God in our midst, this tells us something about the body Jesus has 

afteer the Resurrection, for He exists in both earth and heaven at the same time.  

He bridge that gap, He tears down that partition, so that heaven, where God is 

with all his good giftes, is made available to you, in the here and now, in the very 

Body of the Son.  

We, however, still have this problem, that our bodies are not able to be in both 

places.  So we need a new body.  Thiis is what your resurrection will be all about, 

because when Jesus comes again the separation between heaven and earth will be

3 Jn 1:14.
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gone, and instead God will create a new heaven, and a new earth, and we will be 

with him, and we will have new bodies.  We learn all these amazing things just 

from Jesus eating a piece of firsh!  You need to know and always remember that 

God is with you, he is not far away and out of touch, but he comes into your 

present world with the Words of Christ and His Sacraments to establish and build

your faith unto the forgiveness of sins and everlasting life.  Thie creative word of 

our Lord continues in the new creation that He has made you in faith, that He 

will complete on the last day.

A Scriptural Roadmap

So that’s the firrst thing we should know from hearing our Gospel reading from St.

Luke.  It’s not easy because it’s hard to us to get our heads around things like the 

resurrection and the ascension.  But the second part is much easier, in fact it’s 

down right practical, for Jesus gives us, His Church, the roadmap to answer the 

question “now what?”  What comes next?  Simply this: the Church is to be rooted

in the Scriptures, and the Church is to be witness to the Scriptures, because the 

entirety of God’s Word is about Jesus.  Jesus says, “Thiese are my words that I 

spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything writteen about me in the 

Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfirlled.”4  Thie objective 

facts that St. Luke and the other Gospel writers have given us were in fact spoken

to God’s people long before, in the works of God that were accomplished through

Moses, in the teaching of the prophets and the wisdom writings of the Old 

4 Lk 24:44–45.
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Testament.  It’s all there.  So Jesus opens their minds to understand that the 

things He told them were necessary for Him to accomplish, His suffeering, death, 

and resurrection, must be proclaimed to everyone, everywhere, for God intends 

for the whole world to be brought into his saving love and mercy.  He has given 

us the Church in order that this might happen, and here are the marching orders. 

Rooted in the Holy Scriptures, active in mission, which is the ministry of Word 

and Sacrament, “repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in 

his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”5  

Repentance and forgiveness are of course deeply personal, they are a matteer for 

every individual who stands before God, convicted of their sins, longing to hear 

the words of our Lord, “peace be with you.”  But repentance and forgiveness are 

also the content and the context for the Church’s agenda.  Now we are back to 

“now what?” again.  Here is the answer, this message of reconciliation between 

God and humanity which has been given to the Church, for this is the roadmap 

for our post-Resurrection living.  We are called to be reconciled to God, and to 

one another, under the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  What do we need for this to 

happen?  Thie Word of God, which He gives us unto faith, by the power of the 

Holy Spirit, and Baptism, which the promised Holy Spirit will bring in the name 

of the Son.  Jesus has promised this: “And behold, I am sending the promise of my

Father upon you.”6  He has kept His promise, which is for you.  So in all of this we

know that Jesus rose again to give us a sample of our own resurrection, to show 

5 Lk 24:47.
6 Lk 24:49.
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us that heaven and earth have come together in His person, and we will have that

someday because He will bring us there with Him.  His promise of send power 

from on high has come true, because we have the Holy Spirit who shows us the 

Son and leads us to repentance and forgiveness.  Thiis is the shape and content for 

we who are Baptized into the death and resurrection of our Lord, and this is the 

work of the Church for all its history.

And now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.   Soli Deo Gloria✠
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