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Grace to you and peace from God our

Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

When You Know the Ending

Thiis time last year we were about one

week into the firrst lockdown.  At that time we did not know that it would extend for 

another three months.  At that time we did not know that this pandemic would still be 

with us one year later, still impacting every aspect of our daily lives, not least of which 

regarding how and even whether we can gather together in person for the Divine 

Service.  I preached then about the nature of the church in exile, hearkening back to the 

Israelites in Babylon, who afteer their eviction from the promised land of old were lefte 

without the temple and the service.  Nevertheless they were not berefte of God’s Word.  

Thiey still looked to the Word of God as the norm and source of their lives and all that 

they needed.  Likewise the Christian church even in times of extreme hardship and 

deprivation still has the Holy Spirit to comfort and guide us, through the Word and 

through our Baptismal faith.

So we look back on these 12 months knowing that indeed God has not lefte us in the 

lurch, but that He has strengthened and preserved us in body and soul at every turn, just 

as he promised he would do.  A year ago we could not know what would lie ahead, just 
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as we are still facing a great amount of uncertainty today. But still we can refleect on 

God’s grace and mercy, and trust that he will continue to deliver the same in the future, 

unto our eternal life.  I think this moment of “looking back to see how God is working” is

similar to how St. John describes the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, leading into the week 

where He would be crucifired.  All the Gospel writers record the event as it unfolds: the 

direction of Jesus to bring the colt, the response of the disciples, the record of prophecy 

fulfirlled, the response of the religious authorities.  But with John we have something 

added, this moment of pausing to recollect the events in light of what has actually 

happened: “His disciples did not understand these things at firrst, but when Jesus was 

glorifired, then they remembered that these things had been writteen about him and had 

been done to him.”1  John does this throughout his Gospel, he takes a pause in the 

narrative and asks us to go along with him to refleect on what it all means in light of the 

crucifirxion, death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord.  

John does more than ask us to step into the moment and experience it.  He asks us to step

out of the moment and refleect on it.  Why?  Because afteer Good Friday and Easter 

morning everything changes.  Afteer we have seen Jesus bear all of our sins, the burden of

punishment that we justly deserve; afteer we have seen Him offeer up His life for our 

salvation; and afteer we have seen Him rise again from the dark tomb of death, this 

moment in His ministry takes on deeper meaning.  Now we hear the hosannas of the 

people – God save us! – as cries of expectation which are fulfirlled in the One who comes 

in the name of the Lord.  How?  Because He comes to do just that, to save us, but by the 

1 Jn 12:16.
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shedding of His precious blood, for “there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other

name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”2  Now we see that 

Jesus is our King not because of any political power He will yield but because He would 

die for His people.  Thie ride on the donkey makes that same point.  You see, it’s not 

enough to be a passive observer of these events.  John leads us right up the edge of the 

Passion and then bids us to step back – because we know what is about to happen – and 

ask the question:  who do you say this King is?  

Thie people in Jerusalem that day watching Jesus ride into the city were expecting great 

and marvellous things.  Afteer all, this was the same Jesus who had just raised Lazarus 

from the dead!  People today are also expecting great things of God right now, a product 

of our cultural sense of instant gratifircation.  If you can heal the sick, predict the future, 

bring great wealth, health, and happiness, you can gather a crowd and make great claims 

about God.  What’s not to like in a God who can really deliver something for us right 

now?  If, however, you are a tiny littele parish struggling for survival, people wonder 

about you.  How can you speak for God?  Wouldn’t God be doing much more than this?  

Where are the miracles?  Where is the fanfare?  Shouldn’t God be more obvious?  Jesus 

however chooses to come amongst His people in humble ways.  When Jesus approached 

His greatest work, He came humble and poor, riding on a donkey, willingly going up on 

the cross, for you.

And so at the hour when Jesus was glorifired, which for St. John means the hour when 

our Lord was lifteed up on the cross, the disciples remembered what happened at the 

2 Ac 4:12.
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triumphal entry and the pieces fell into place by the working of the Holy Spirit.  So too 

for us, those who have received God’s Word in the story of the Passion, the pieces fall 

into place regarding the triumphal entry.  We do not need to have a procession with 

palms, we do not need to conjure up the excitement of the crowds.  We are simply invited

to experience the glory of Christ our Lord, who does His work in humility.  Let this also 

then be our example for living out these days of uncertainty and anxiety regarding the 

continuing pandemic.  We can look back on the events of the past year in that same light 

of what Jesus has accomplished on the cross.  God is here with us, he has never lefte us, in 

Words that are spoken, in His very Body and Blood given and shed.  We might not know 

how these coming months will unfold, but we know that God will not leave us without 

His giftes.  Like the disciples, when we pause and refleect, we only see Christ, and Him 

crucifired, “Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”3

And now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

3 1 Co 1:24.
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