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Grace to you and peace from God

our Father and from the Lord

Jesus Christ.

How Much More?

Thee Letteer to the Hebrews was writteen, as the name suggests, to Jews who had converted to 

the Christian faith.  Theis becomes very clear when you read through the epistle because 

clearly the author expects a certain familiarity with the Hebrew Scriptures.  You cannot 

understand much of what is writteen in Hebrews without knowing a great deal about the 

Old Testament.  Perhaps that is why you will seldom hear sermons preached from Hebrews,

and when you do they are more likely on the passages about looking forward to a betteer 

country, or how we have a great cloud of witnesses about us, or how faith is the substance 

of things hoped for, and the evidence of things not seen.  Theose are all great things to 

preach about.

But for other parts you need to be up on the Old Testament.  Our text this morning, for 

example, from Hebrews chapter nine, assumes that you know some things about the 

sacrificcial system God gave the Israelites, which is described in Exodus and Leviticus.  

1



Otherwise when you hear about “the blood of goats and calves1” you might be a bit 

confused.  Why should we care about the blood of livestock?  It gets even more difficcult 

when we hear that blood is actually something that sanctifices and purifices.  We would feel 

the need to wash something if there was blood on it.  But the ancients believed that the 

blood of animal sprinkled on something cleansed, although not in the sense of sanitation – 

they knew littele and cared even less about what we today would call sanitary conditions.  

Instead this sprinkling of blood cleansed in the sense of holiness.

In the Old Testament male goats and calves and heifers were slaughtered and their blood 

was sprinkled and poured out, on altars and on people, in accord with the Law handed 

down from Moses.  But the author of Hebrews speaks about a betteer blood, a blood which 

does more and cleanses more than the sacrificces of the Old Testament.  It is the blood of 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  So the question before us is found in our reading: “how much 

more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offeered himself without 

blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.”2  How 

much more?  Thee comparison is between the earthly and the heavenly.  On the one hand is 

the service that God gave the Israelites so that they could cleanse their fleesh from 

deficlement and thereby come into the presence of God by means of the earthly tabernacle, 

and thereafteer the temple.  On the other is the purificcation of the conscience that we have 

through the blood of Christ, who creates clean hearts that are able to receive His good giftes, 

the forgiveness of sins and eternal life, so that we may then serve the Living God in our 

joyful response, in faith.  One is good, because afteer all it is from God, but the other is so 

1 Heb 9:12.
2 Heb 9:14.
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much betteer, because God actaully gives of Himself in the Person of Jesus Christ, for you.

Every Jew recognized the tabernacle of Moses and the temple of Solomon as the place 

where God met his people.  From there, by means of the multitude of sacrificces, God 

granted to his people at least temporary relief from their deficlement and sins.  Theen, once a 

year, on the day of atonement, the high priest would enter in to the holy of holies, the inner

chamber of the tabernacle, by way of its outer shrine and curtain.  Theere he would sprinkle 

blood on the mercy seat of the ark of the covenant.  But Jesus entered into the greater and 

more perfect tabernacle, for He entered into the heavenly tabernacle, into the very presence

of God.  Jesus entered into this heavenly holy of holies having made atonement not for his 

sins, but for ours.  Thee entire life of Jesus – from His conception in the Virgin Mary through

His suffeering, death, and burial – these are all part of that atoning sacrificce.  Thee cross was 

the altar of sacrificce, and there His blood was shed.  His blood is what gives meaning to the 

shedding of blood in the Old Testament sacrificces throughout the ages.  Theey all looked 

ahead to Christ for their meaning and substance.  It was the Lamb of God sacrificced on the 

altar of the cross that made the Passover Lamb significcant.  Theis is what caused God to 

choose the lamb for that sacrificce, and to name the Lamb as the sacrificce for Yom Kippur – 

the day of atonement – each year.

It doesn’t work the other way around.  Thee sacrificces of the Old Testament are not what 

give meaning to the atoning sacrificce of Christ on the cross.  Jesus is the meaning of every 

sacrificce, every festival, every Sabbath day.  Thee Holy Spirit speaks through the Apostle Paul

to teach us this, in his letteer to the Colossians: “let no one pass judgment on you in 
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questions of food and drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath.  Theese 

are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.”3  All those things 

were meant to prepare hearts and minds, then and now, to hear and receive and believe the 

reality of the Christ who comes to give Himself up on the cross.  By His blood Jesus enters 

into the presence of God, just as every high priest had done since the time of Aaron.  Thee 

writer of Hebrews wants us to know that as a result of what He did on the cross Jesus even 

now stands before God as our mediator, by means of His blood.  And He will continue to do 

so, thereby bringing us, those who are Baptized into His death and resurrection, before the 

Father.  

Theerefore Hebrews makes this logical, theological case: “if the blood of goats and bulls, and 

the sprinkling of deficled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purificcation of 

the fleesh, how much more will the blood of ChristCpurify our conscience.”4  Of course as I 

said earlier this only makes sense if you know about the Old Testament system of sacrificce, 

how the blood of these various animals was used.  You have to go back in Exodus to the 

establishment of the covenant and how it was sealed.  Thee people were sanctificed and the 

original covenant was ratificed through the blood of goats and bulls – and the blood of a 

heifer was sprinkled on the tabernacle and the people themselves – and the ashes from 

burning up the rest of the animal sacrificced were kept for purificcation from sin in the 

divinely ordained processes of the original tabernacle.  If a the blood of a mere animal could

cleanse and sanctify, so argues the author of Hebrews, how much more does the blood of 

the very Son of God effeect that cleansing and sanctificcation?  Theat's the marvel of it!  If the 

3 Col 2:16–17.
4 Heb 9:13–14.
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blood of a goat or the ashes of a heifer could cleanse anyone, and sanctify one to approach 

the altar of God or the ark of the covenant in the holy of holies, how much more, what kind 

of power must the blood of Jesus Christ have?  How deeply must that blood cleanse?  How 

blessed and full of glory it would be to be sprinkled with that precious blood!

And you have been sprinkled!  Thee blood of Christ does more than cleanse the fleesh from 

things that are unclean and deficled.  His blood cleanses you in such a way that it qualifices 

you for full participation in God’s holiness, right here and now.  You see, in every other 

religion worship has to do with atteempted rites of self-purificcation and contact with the 

divine realm through acts of devotion that are pure enough to merit worthiness.  

Unfortunately there are even Christians who through the years have moved in this 

direction, the what matteers is the merit you earn through acts of devotion and good 

intention.  But in the Divine Service the arrow is pointing the other way, for the 

congregation receives a clean conscience from Jesus, so that it can then serve the living 

God.  By the grace of God he gives us the forgiveness of sin, which we grasp onto in faith.

So when our text says that “Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offeered himself without 

blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God”5 the writer 

does not refer to the rituals of the old covenant as those dead works, but rather works that 

are produced by an evil heart of unbelief.  Here again ancient Israel serves as a lesson for us.

Theey constantly failed and waffleed and turned away from the Law of God.  It did not matteer 

if we were speaking of the Law for the individual in the living of their daily life, or the Law 

of the Temple.  Israel kept wandering.  Thee people turned to idols stupidly and unfaithfully.  

5 Heb 9:14.
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Thee Temple priest abandoned the ancient practices time and time again – and ficnally even 

installed altars to other deities and idols for the worship of false gods in the very temple of 

the Lord.  In their unbelief and apostasy they were certainly not cleansed and enabled 

faithfully and sincerely to serve the living God.

But only those whose conscience has been purificed from those dead works of doubt and 

unbelief can approach the living God safely and profictably in the Divine Service.  Without a 

conscience that has been made pure by the sprinkling of Christ’s blood the Father’s face is 

covered, his Word is misheard, his giftes are abused.  A guilty conscience regards God either 

as an indulgent grandfather or an angry judge.  A guilty conscience takes God’s good giftes 

as rightful entitlements or misuses them in self-indulgence.  So we gather here in the Divine

Service in order to receive the things God means for us to have as those who have been 

cleansed with the blood of Christ.  Thee gifte of a clean conscience determines the structure of

this Service, for we begin with a recollection of our Baptism in the invocation, and then in 

the rite of confession and absolution we return again to our Baptism to once again in faith 

and repentance hear those words of grace: I forgive you all yours sin in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Having been purificed we can serve the living 

God honestly, fearlessly, conficdently, and wholeheartedly, with the assurance that he 

graciously accepts us for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Our text concludes with these words: “Theerefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so 

that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance.”6  Another word for 

covenant is testament, as in “Theis cup is the new [testament] in my blood.  Do this, as ofteen 

6 Heb 9:15.
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as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”7  Thee New Testament of our Lord comes to us in His

very blood shed on the cross, and  we really and truly partake of His blood at His altar to 

receive in faith what He won for us on Calvary.  In the church we don’t have a curtain that 

blocks access to God’s throne of grace.  Instead we an aisle that provides the way for the 

congregation to enter into the Most Holy Place.  All those who have been washed by the 

waters of Baptism come to Christ’s Table to partake of His blood, which cleanses them from

all inward and outward impurity and ushers them into the Father’s presence.  Together with

the saints who have gone before us and the angels gathered around the heavenly throne we 

serve the Living God with our praises and thanksgiving, and we go forth in service to God 

and to one another.

Thee sacrificcial system of the Old Testament provides us with a wonderful picture of this 

forgiveness.  What God gave his people in ancient times was not somehow faulty or bad; 

afteer all God is the one who gave the people these things through Moses!  Indeed, when the 

Old Testament High Priest poured the blood of the sacrificce on the day of atonement on the 

Mercy Seat of the Ark of the Covenant, the idea was of that blood blocking the sight of God 

from seeing our sins.  But now we have received “the promised eternal inheritance, since a 

death has occurred that redeems [us] from the transgressions committeed under the ficrst covenant.”8 

Thee blood of Jesus Christ completely covers our sins, and so hides them from the Father, in 

a manner of speaking.  It is a picture of how forgiveness works.  God simply can no longer 

see our sins as long as we are covered by the blood of Jesus.  How much more does the 

blood of Jesus cleanse us?  Perfectly, completely, for us and for our salvation.

7 1 Co 11:25.
8 Heb 9:15.
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And now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and your minds

in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  
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