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Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Psalm 
Psalm 119:9–16
9  How can a young man keep his way pure? 

By guarding it according to your word. 
10  With my whole heart I seek you; 

let me not wander from your commandments! 
11  I have stored up your word in my heart, 

that I might not sin against you. 
12  Blessed are you, O LORD; 

teach me your statutes! 
13  With my lips I declare 

all the rules of your mouth. 
14  In the way of your testimonies I delight 

as much as in all riches. 
15  I will meditate on your precepts 

and fix my eyes on your ways. 
16  I will delight in your statutes; 

I will not forget your word. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Readings from Holy Scripture
Old Testament
Jeremiah 31:31–34

31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on
the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that
they broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33 For this is the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel afteer those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them,
and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no
longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they
shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” 

Epistle 
Hebrews 9:11–15



11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through
the greater  and more perfect  tent  (not  made with hands,  that  is,  not  of  this  creation)  12 he
entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but by
means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.  13 For if the blood of goats and
bulls,  and  the  sprinkling  of  defilled  persons  with  the  ashes  of  a  heifer,  sanctify  for  the
purifilcation of the fleesh,  14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offeered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve
the living God. 

15 Theerefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive
the  promised  eternal  inheritance,  since  a  death  has  occurred  that  redeems  them  from  the
transgressions committeed under the filrst covenant.

Gospel
John 8:42–59

42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I
am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me.  43 Why do you not understand what I
say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and your
will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for
he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. 46 Which
one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 47 Whoever is of
God hears the words of God. Thee reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.” 

48 Thee Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a
demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor
me. 50 Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Truly,
truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52 Thee Jews said to him,
“Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If
anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham,
who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If I
glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifiles me, of whom you say, ‘He is
our God.’ 55 But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I
would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced
that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet
filftey years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you,
before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself
and went out of the temple. 

Sermon

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffeered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifiled, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. Thee third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 



right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 
needs.

Heavenly Father, in these Lenten days we ask You to pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us to write 
Your Word on our hearts, that we might know You as the God who forgives our iniquities and 
remembers our sins no more. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, bless and sustain Timothy, our Synod president; Marvin, our regional pastor; 
and all our pastors, who like us are beset with weakness. Grant that they may deal gently with 
us, and keep them faithful in proclaiming Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, Your Son came not to be served but to serve. Help us not lord our authority 
over one another, but humbly serve one another in our homes, communities and congregation 
as Christ has so humbly served us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, look in mercy on all those to whom You have given earthly authority. Guard 
them from the temptation to lord it over us improperly, that they might faithfully serve 
according to Your good and gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, You watch over, protect and defend us through the service of others. Bless, we 
pray, the men and women who serve in our military, police forces and all emergency services 
who, like Your Son, are ofteen called on to lay down their lives for us. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, as Your only begotteen Son learned obedience though what He suffeered, we 
pray that You would bless, sustain and relieve _____________ and all who suffeer in our midst, 
that walking the way of the cross with Your Son, they may know the fullness of His eternal 
salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, through the life, death and resurrection of Your Son, You have delivered our 
souls from death, our eyes from tears and our feet from stumbling. Comfort all who mourn with
this truth, that they may not grieve as others do who have no such hope. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Heavenly Father, You have baptized us with Christ’s Baptism to be our God, that we might be 
Your people. Grant us faithfully to drink from His cup in the blessed Sacrament, that He might 
sustain our life in Him with His fleesh and blood. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of Him 
who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God 
forever. Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

The Collect
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be 
governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Blessing
Thee grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, be with us all.  Amen.


