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Grace to you and peace from God our

Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

See and Listen

Thiis time of the church year known as Epiphany comes to a close today and on 

Wednesday we head into Lent, whether in person or online yet to be determined.  

Either way our remembrance of the day Jesus took His disciples up to Mount Hermon 

and showed them something not of this earth is a fitti$ing way to bookend these weeks 

which started on the Feast of the Epiphany, for in that revealing of the Christ child to 

the Magi and in the Transfittiguration of our Lord His glory is placed front and centre.  

Thie revelation of the Son of God comes in a real and tangible way, He is made manifest 

in seeing and hearing.  We know that in the days and weeks leading up the 

Transfittiguration according to St. Mark’s Gospel the disciples had been able to see and to 

hear.  Thiey had heard the words of authority that Jesus had spoken in the synagogues, 

the preaching of the Kingdom of God.  And they had seen works of mighty power, and 

they had been amazed.  Having seen and having listened fittinally Peter would confess, 

“You are the Christ.”1

Thien Jesus started to teach them some things that are much harder to hear, to prepare 
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them to see things that won’t be easy to see.  “And he began to teach them that the Son 

of Man must suffeer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and 

the scribes and be killed, and afteer three days rise again.”2  A few days later He takes 

them up on a mountain, up to a place where people would usually not go, up beyond 

the treeline where it’s colder and you can see for miles around.  Thiere they would 

behold a vision, something very particular, beautiful and terrifying all at once.  Thiey 

saw Christ as He really was.  Thiey saw His glory break through.  Thiis is the greatest 

thing for any person to witness.  To see Christ as He truly is.  What is seen is summed 

up in the words of a befuddled Peter: “it is good that we are here.”3  What is heard 

comes from the Father: “Thiis is my beloved Son; listen to him.”4

Thie Transfittiguration of Our Lord is about seeing.  Today seeing clearly is becoming 

increasingly difficcult.  Thianks to things like artifitticial intelligence and the ability to 

change images and then make those false images readily available, what we think we 

are seeing and what is actually reality might be two completely diffeerent things.  

Unfounded rumours, lies, innuendos, these are not new, but today we have an entire 

industry – it’s called social media – built around making those things part and parcel of

our societal fabric.  Now more than ever it is hard to see what headlines, what posts, 

which reports paint the most realistic picture.  Never before have we lived through a 

time where the rapid spread of deliberate disinformation happens so easily and so 

quickly.  And that is just the present.  Trying to see clearly what the future will hold is 
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even more difficcult.

But seeing clearly, even into the future, is what Jesus brings about on the mountain that

day with Peter, James, and John.  Thiey were the ones closest to our Lord, they were the 

ones called.  Thiey followed, and they saw many things.  Thiis was preparation, a process 

of spiritual maturation.  One does not see the glory of Jesus when called, for that would 

only arouse bewilderment and amazement of the wrong kind.  Instead the work of Jesus

begins with a call to the conscience.  Repent!  Believe!  Thie Kingdom of God is at hand, 

the forgiveness of sins and eternal life has been brought to bear for all who would see 

and listen.  Thiis is how He comes to us today.  It doesn’t happen with any great 

experience, but the Word comes to us in Law and Gospel.  Thie call to repent starts with 

the certainty of sin and the terror of the consequences, revealed to us by the Holy Spirit

through God’s Word.  Love your enemies.  Give to Him who asks you.  Beware of 

practicing your righteousness before men.  Have you done that?  Have you 

accomplished what you need in order to stand before God?  Blessed are the doers of 

every word.  So under the Law you stand, convicted of guilt for every transgression, 

placed under righteous condemnation.  Thie result of admonition and instruction is only 

confession and repentance.  

And now the word of forgiveness is heard, a confittirmation of what we have believed and

what we have grasped hold of in faith.  Thiis is seeing Jesus as He truly is.  Here is the 

One who stands under the same condemnation.  Only One who is without sin.  He 

bears what we justly deserve.  Of His own free will He puts Himself there, on the 

mountain, on the cross, in the tomb, to set you free from death and devil.  He has the 
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right to judge, but instead He suffeers for you.  It doesn’t depend on us, but on God, on 

His initiative, His Word, His Baptism, His Body and Blood.  All Christians receive such 

a call as this, and whoever follows that call is a disciple, one who seeks and learns.

To behold Jesus as He is means to see that God is in Jesus in order to save.  To see the 

Son of God is to see Him for you.  God has sent Him.  God is Him.  To see Jesus is to see

God.  We see Him with eyes of faith, what God works in us by the means of grace, 

Word and Sacrament, the delivery system of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus Himself gives us the 

vision to see clearly, just like that moment on the mountain with the disciples.  Upon 

the cross on that Friday in Jerusalem we see sin and death on the cross, but also the 

glory of God who justifitties the unrighteous in that suffeering and dying.  Thien we see the

light of Christ which now shines for us from the empty tomb, now there is no darkness,

for His glory helps us see His victory over all our enemies.  Now He gives us the vision 

to see others in need, a new life of service to God and to one another.  And in this 

vision we have from our Lord we know that right now we can’t see everything clearly.  

Thiere is much that remains out of sight.  We don’t have have perfect visibility into all 

things.  But we can see this: that the resurrected Lord has promised to always be with 

us unto the end of the age, and He will come again to bring His people into life 

everlasting.

Jesus went up the mountain that day and was transfittigured in order to bring forth an 

epiphany, a vision of God made Man, for us.  Moses and Elijah point to the Christ, for 

He fulfittills the Law and the prophets in His coming.  In His Baptism the Father identifitties

the Son: “a voice from heaven said, “Thiis is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
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pleased.”5  He declares the Son again now: “a voice came out of the cloud, ‘Thiis is my 

beloved Son; listen to him.”6  And then it’s over, the vision recedes, but the glory 

remains.  “Listen to Him.”  How could we do anything else but listen, having seen?  

Now we have learned to know the Glory of the Lord.  It shines from His face on the 

cross, holy and full of love.  And we know the way there: to listen to Him, because He is

God’s beloved Son, sent to do the will of the Father.  Thie Christian life of following 

Jesus is essentially this, to see and listen, to behold His glory and having received the 

Holy Spirit in Baptism to go forward under His Word, listening, obeying.  Jesus 

promises no experience like what those three disciples had.  But we know that we 

should listen, that we should follow, and along the way He will open our eyes as He did 

for the disciples.  Perhaps it seems like your vision is clouded, especially in these times 

of great stress and anxiety.  Thie Lutheran pastor and Swedish bishop Bo Giertz puts it 

like this: “[Our] path crosses over many crests.  One thinks, ‘Here it is now!” But then 

there is another hill.  Shall I never reach the top?  But when one looks back, one realizes

how far he has come.  One day, he will say, ‘Now I see His glory.  Now I believe.’”

Hold fast to Him whom you have seen with eyes of faith, listen to Him and follow Him. 

No ma$er what, He has given you the startling vision of His glory, the Kingdom of God

for those who repent and believe, which is yours through His Word, kept in your heart 

by faith through the Holy Spirit.  No ma$er what, you have this, you have seen 

something, and you follow the path that leads to life everlasting.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and your 
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minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

 Soli Deo Gloria✠
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