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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Not a Typical Rabbi 

In the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry it was a

common practice for visiting teachers to be invited

into the synagogue to read the Scriptures and

speak about them.  Synagogues were not served by

priests, who were all at the temple in Jerusalem.

Instead, services were the responsibility of local

elders who in turn called upon the practice of “the

freedom of the synagogue” to bring forward

recognized teachers.  As we see in our Gospel

reading today Jesus is invited to teach in the

synagogue in the littlle town of Capernaum by the Sea of Galilee.  Thaat he was able to do this 

indicated that already he had established a reputation, even though He as clearly not the 

product of any formal training.  Certainly He was not a typical rabbi.  We are not told what 

Jesus actually talked about that day in the synagogue, only what the reaction of the 

congregation was.  St. Mark tells us, “they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught 
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them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes.”1  

Today there are many competing voices for authority and many of those explicitly reject any

kind of religious authority but readily accept all manner of human institutions.  However, the

people in the synagogue that day had no trouble recognizing that the authority of Jesus’ 

Words was diffeerent.  Linked with this description of His teaching is the firrst account in the 

Gospel of an exorcism.  St. Mark is wasting no time in this firrst chapter: firrst we heard of His 

Baptism, and the announcement that “the time is fulfirlled, and the kingdom of God is at 

hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”2  Thaen Jesus calls his disciples in order that they 

would “become firshers of men.”3  Now, immediately, he stands up and proclaims the Word of 

His Father as that very Word made manifest among God’s people, in the fleesh. Now, 

immediately, He shows Himself as the One who has come to confront and destroy the power 

of evil.  Authority indeed!

His mission on earth is not miracles and mighty signs of power, although He certainly does 

those things, but He has come in order to proclaim the Kingdom of God, to pronounce the 

forgiveness of sins and eternal life to all would believe.  He is more than a man from 

Nazareth.  He is more than a teacher with authority.  He is the cosmic Christ.  Thais is His 

synagogue, and these are His people.  His rule is over all things, visible and invisible.  His 

power is without equal.  He has come into this world to firght against Satan and to defeat 

him.  He will set free all the people Satan claims as his own.  How can Jesus pronounce that 

your sins are forgiven, how can Jesus say “take eat, this is my body,” and “take, drink, this is 

1 Mk 1:22.
2 Mk 1:15.
3 Mk 1:17.
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my blood, given to you for the forgiveness of sins and sternal life?”  Because the work and 

person of Jesus Christ are both divinely appointed.  Thae authority of Jesus does not spring 

from having the right university credential or having the biggest entourage or from having 

power in the way the world views strength and might.  No, Jesus has the right to say and do 

these things because He has been given power and dominion over everything in heaven and 

on earth, the “one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one

Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 4  St. Paul says 

that God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ “worked in Christ when he raised him from the 

dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and 

authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age

but also in the one to come.”5.  In St. John’s Gospel Jesus Himself bears witness to this 

authority, saying “For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may 

take it up again.  No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.  I have 

authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.  Thais charge I have received

from my Father.”6.  Thae Father has given Jesus authority over all fleesh, to give eternal life to 

all whom he has given to the Son.  Jesus says, “And this is eternal life, that they know you, 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”7

Amazed and Astonished

So Jesus is teaching them and they are astonished, they are amazed at His teaching, “for he 

taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes.”  What’s the diffeerence 

4 1 Co 8:6.
5 Eph 1:20–21.
6 Jn 10:17–18.
7 Jn 17:3.
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between what they were hearing from Jesus and what they would have heard from these 

religious authorities?  Thae scribes that are mentioned here and throughout the New 

Testament are actually teachers of the Law, they were scholars.  Thaey would have been 

taught by Rabbi So-and-So who would have received his instruction from Rabbi So-and-So 

and right down the line.  Thais teaching over time was less and less concerned with the intent 

of God’s Word and more and more concerned with the intent of man-made rules and 

regulations that gradually became more important than God’s Word itself.  So for example, 

the teaching about the Sabbath moved away from God’s original intent and purpose for His 

people and instead started to focus on a never ending set of requirements for how the 

Sabbath should be properly kept – how many steps you could take on a Sabbath-day’s 

journey, things like that.  How would the people be told that this was true, that this an an 

authoritative teaching?  Because all of the teachers of the law said so, they were an authority

unto themselves.  Thae people were turning away from God and towards these manmade 

regulations for their source of authority, because they heard the laws of men preached as 

thought they were the Words of God. Thaey were led astray.  Thae same things is happening 

today.  Thaere are many who preach in the name of Jesus but are not preaching His Gospel, 

they are instead preaching another gospel that is their own creation.  Many of these 

preachers are rich and famous and have churches with tens of thousands and sell millions of 

self help books, but they are not preaching Christ and Him crucifired.  Rather they are 

subjecting people to a false message based on a false authority.

In our text however Jesus brings a diffeerent message than the one they were used to hearing, 

and right away the people in this synagogue know that something was diffeerent than what 
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they had been hearing from the scribes.  Thae Divine Son of God standing in their midst spoke

to them as only He could have, God made fleesh, the incarnate Word of God who brings a 

message which is about Himself: the Gospel.  Just like the disciples who dropped everything 

and followed Him at His Word, surely the people in the synagogue could see and hear that 

before them was no ordinary person, but Someone extraordinary.  Rather than the opinions 

of men Jesus goes right to the source, to the Word of God, and in bringing the message of the

Kingdom of God the people are astonished.  In His coming Jesus Christ, the One by whom 

everything in heaven and on earth was created, turns back the old order of sin and death and

brings all creation back to Himself, including you and me, dear brothers and sisters.  

What does the authority of Jesus mean you today?  Two things.  First, it means that you can 

count on His word and promises because everything in the Holy Scriptures points us to His 

coming and the redemption won for sinners on the cross.  It’s all about Jesus.  Became He is 

the Son of God we know that His words are true.  Second, the man and the message are one 

and the same.  Jesus brings His Gospel message to His people, and He is that Gospel 

message, for He is the one who will put Himself on the cross and take upon Himself the sins 

of mankind.  Thais is the Good News that we desperately need because in our sins we have 

consistently turned away from God’s Law and toward other sources of authority, forsaking 

the righteousness of God for self-righteousness, just like the scribes and the pharisees who 

thought they could be counted in good standing with God if they came up with all the right 

rules and regulations.  But none of this is good enough, for God requires only perfection in 

order to be in his holy presence, and surely none of us can live up to that measure.  So we 

look to the cross and the authority of the Word which brings us the healing message of 
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salvation which is brings to us, given to us through faith that come by hearing the Word and 

receiving the sacrament of Christ.

So the teaching of Jesus comes with and from the authority of God because He is God, and 

His word is grace and truth.  Psalm 111 says “Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and 

his righteousness endures forever.”8  Jesus came to destroy the work and word of the devil, 

who wants to draw you away, to lead you towards other sources of authority and away from 

Christ Jesus.  On the cross death, devil and sin are overcome, and here in Mark’s Gospel we 

see Jesus gettling an early start on the devil by casting out the unclean spirit by virtue of His 

authority over all things in heaven and on earth.  Today the authority of Jesus means that 

you have nothing to fear from the powers of darkness that threaten to drag you down in to 

despair, for you have a Saviour who drives away doubt and affliiction and gives hope, hope in

the hear and now and for a life yet to come.  

For almost a year now, we have been experiencing the disruptive effeects of COVID.  One of 

the things that has happened is it has changed how we view our ability to gather in worship. 

We have begun to see why this is truly a gift..  St. Mark’s gospel this morning takes us one 

step further.  He reveals the divine gift. of worship.  We are Christ’s Church.  Thae One we 

worship is the One who has come to rescue us from the power of Satan.  We live in the midst

of a battlle.  Satan seeks to lay claim on our lives.  But for us firghts the valiant one: Jesus.  Thae

cosmic Christ who has come today claims us as His own, and His Word comess to us and the

Holy Spirit works faith in our hearts, faith that He will surely be with us because He said 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me” (Mt 28:18–19).  

8 Ps 111:3.
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Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

 Soli Deo Gloria✠
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