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Grace to you and peace from God our

Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

No Sin, No Repentance, No Gospel 

“Repent and believe!”  Jesus begins His earthly ministry with these simple words according 

to St. Mark’s Gospel that we heard this morning from chapter one.  “Thee time is fulfillled, and 

the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe”(Mk 1:15).  Believe in what?  In the 

Gospel, a word which simply means “Good News.”  Repent of what?  Of sin.  To turn away 

from our fallen nature and toward the loving kindness of a merciful God who sent His only 

begotteen Son to atone for all people.  But isn’t sin rather an old-fashioned idea?  Haven’t we 

in these modern times moved away from the notion that there are thoughts and ideas and 

behaviours and actions and atteitudes that are so wrong?  Thee notion that sin is a quaint 

leftoover of a less enlightened era is, perhaps surprisingly, not an invention of our culture in 

21st century North America.   Many others who have gone before us, for thousands of years, 

have also believed in some new level of enlightenment where sin is merely relative – in other

words, what might be a terrible thing in your sight might just filne with me – or that talking 

about sin is just a destructive way to control people through guilt and shame.
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No, this is not new, but neither then are the consequences of sin, for the warping power of 

evil is so great that it reduces the human creature to helplessness in its face, and the 

perversion of human sin destroys the life that God intended for humanity.  So even though 

our culture continues to make everything relative and wants to throw absolute ideas of right 

and wrong out the window, it is perhaps less possible now to avoid confronting evil and just 

skip merrily down life’s path without denying that anything is wrong, that something is 

broken.  And here’s the really hard part:  an honest appraisal of this brokenness doesn’t end 

when we turn off  the news or close our Twitteer or Facebook feeds –  an honest reckoning 

recognizes personal responsibility.  Sin dwells within each and every person.  We can try 

denial, we can try rationalizations and justifilcations but sin is there, “crouching at the door” 

(Gen 4:7).  St. Paul makes this clear in his letteer to the Romans.  He says, “None is righteous, 

no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God.  All have turned aside; together they 

have become worthless;  no one does good, not even one” (Ro 3:10–12).  

Of course much of what goes wrong in our lives does indeed lie beyond our individual ability

to stop or change it.  Our current pandemic is exhibit one.  We also witness how nature takes

vengeance on property through filre and floood, and on our bodies through stress and 

carcinogens.  Evil defiles our eff orts to control it and at times threatens to consume us.  All of 

this has been handed down to us through the transgression of our filrst ancestors in the 

Garden of Eden.  Paul explains this, too: “Theerefore, just as sin came into the world through 

one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned” (Ro 5:12).

But sin is more than harmful actions which cause confloict and strife within our relationships.

It’s more than the evil which clouds our vision and threatens our existence.  It’s even more 
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than a set of individual moral decisions, which have changed from we think our 

grandparents and their grandparents would have done.  But because that’s how the culture 

want to frame sin, then that’s how we tend to think about it, merely as the set of everyday 

life choices.  Theen we too start to think of a speak of the Christian faith as a set of rules to 

follow, or a mere moral code, which is then subject to the preference of individuals in our 

post-modern society.  To quote the popular phrase from a few years ago, what would Jesus 

do?  Now we’re back to where we started – what’s a sin for you might not be for me, so what

is there to repent of?

Instead let’s consider what the Holy Scriptures teach us about what God says.  Psalm 32 says 

“Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man 

against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit” (Ps 32:1–2).

The Bible speaks in terms of transgression and iniquity.  What is transgression?  Well, it is an

act of open rebellion, a revolt, and in terms of our standing with God it means abject defilance

and lawlessness.  So St. John says “Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 

lawlessness; sin is lawlessness” (1 Jn 3:4).  What about this other strange word, iniquity?  Thee

Bible speaks of iniquity as the exact opposite of righteousness.  If we think of being 

righteous as walking upon the straight path that God puts before us through his Holy Law, 

then to walk in inquiry is to follow the bent and twisted course of perversity and delusion.  

In the filnal analysis we are dealing with doubt, denial, and defilance.  

So Jesus issues this command that we read today in St. Mark to all who would hear: repent, 

which literally means to turn away from something and toward something else.  To turn 

away from doubt, denial, and defilance, from transgression and iniquity, and turn toward the 
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cross of Christ.  For the ultimate proof of the existence of evil is found on that cross.  Evil 

comes upon us we suff er evil, because in our sinful nature we have doubted and defiled God.  

But there is One who suff ered so much more, more than we can imagine because he had 

every kind of transgression and iniquity placed squarely on His shoulders.  “For our sake he 

made him to be sin who knew no sin” (2 Co 5:21)  “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the 

law by becoming a curse for us” (Ga 3:13).  If you want to see how ugly sin is, then look to 

the cross where the spotless Son of God was hung for your sake and for mine.  What we 

cannot do for ourselves Christ has done in our place, He has lived a perfect life, for in Him 

there is no transgression or iniquity, in Him there was not doubt or defilance but instead the 

perfect obedience to do the will of the Father in order to set us free from death.

So the cross of Christ reveals the terrible cost for our sins, but in that revealing we 

simultaneously see the great mercy and love the Father has for all humanity, for on the cross 

is made known “to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in 

Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and 

things on earth” (Eph 1:9–10).  Jesus Himself says “Thee time is fulfillled and the Kingdom of 

God is at hand.”  What does he mean that the time is fulfillled?  Namely this: that His coming 

into the world, the incarnation of the Son of God, is the great moment, the pinnacle of God’s 

plan for the salvation of humanity, for you and for me.  What is the Kingdom of God?  It is 

the very person of Christ Himself, who paid the price, who redeemed you from sin, death, 

and devil, and who now sits at the right hand of God in glory, all of this so that you can have 

the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  Thee Gospel of God that Jesus has brought is your 

salvation, for “there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
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given among men by which we must be saved” (Ac 4:12).  Thee Gospel that Christ brings to us

through the Holy Spirit is “the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes” (Ro 

1:16).  So Paul says, again in Romans, “if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 

believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Ro 10:9).  And 

this belief is not even our own doing, it is the work of the Holy Spirit, who comes to us by 

the means that Christ Himself has given to His Holy Church – His Word, and Baptism which

is nothing more than His word with water, and the forgiveness of Sins through absolution 

and Holy Communion.  Luther says, “In plain words, faith alone justifiles a person.”  Theis 

Word, this Gospel message, works faith in our hearts, faith that is simply trust in the 

promises of God, that He is true to His Word.  So “when you heard the word of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, [you] were sealed with the promised Holy 

Spirit” (Eph 1:13).  

“Repent and believe in the gospel,” the Gospel that comes not only in Word but in the power 

of the Holy Spirit and with full conviction (1 The 1:5).  Theere is a sense of urgency in Mark’s 

Gospel, the story moves alongs and Mark uses the word “immediately” over and over to 

impart the sense that something is going to happen, something big.  For now that we have 

received all of these great giftos of mercy and grace through Christ by the Holy Spirit who is 

at work in His Church, we now live in expectation of that which is yet to be completed in us.

For now we still do battele with the sinful nature, that even though we have been born again 

in the cleansing waters of Baptism we still struggle daily and hourly against that old enemy, 

which still clings to our floesh while we are still living in this life.  But the Holy Spirit 

nourishes and sustains this faith which He has created.  St. Paul exhorts Timothy to floee from
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sin and “Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.  God hears 

our prayers because Christ is now seated in glory with the Father and pleads our case on our 

behalf (1 Tim 6:11).  Theis is the antidote we need against death and all the terror that death 

holds, for God protects us through the suff ering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ who 

will bring us to glory one day when we are risen bodily with Him into a new heaven and a 

new earth. 

Thee entire Christian message is summed up in these introductory words of our Saviour.  “the 

kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel” (Mk 1:15).  Repentance toward 

God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, faith that takes hold of God’s promises of the 

forgiveness of sins and eternal life, like the people of Nineveh who heard the prophecy of 

Jonah and “believed God.”  Nothing determines eternity except belief in this Gospel, that 

Jesus is Lord – not works, not who you are or wealth or power or status, not even feelings or

special knowledge.  Running around aftoer all these things in search of God’s mercy is 

nothing but a waste of time.  No, the only things that counts is the atoning sacrifilce of Christ

on the cross, for you, so that you might have the righteousness of God.  Theis is the greatest 

treasure anyone can ever receive, as St. Peter says “more precious than gold that perishes” (1 

Pet 1:7).  “Thee present form of this world is passing away” we heard in our epistle reading, 

and the kingdom of God is at hand.  Let us receive the kingdom of God, given to us through 

His Son Jesus Christ through Word and Sacrament, so that the “God of all grace, who has 

called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confilrm, strengthen, and 

establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen” (1 Pe 5:10–11).

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and your minds 
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in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

 Soli Deo Gloria✠
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