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Matthhew 15:21-28

Grace to you and peace from God our

Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Thee Canaanite woman before us in today’s

Gospel reading is not one of the great

shining figgures of the New Testament.  She

is not one of the great and good that more ofteen populate the narrative of St. 

Matthhew – one of the disciples, or a ruler of the temple, or a teacher of the Law, or

one of the governing authorities.  Theey all know something about Jesus as His 

followers or as His opponents.  But what does this woman know of Jesus?  She 

lives in an area populated by Gentiles.  She belonged to the people that the Jews 

called dogs.  Thee children of Israel, they were the ones ones who had received the 

promise, they were the chosen people, they were God’s people.  Still, she must 

have heard about Jesus somehow, for she comes to Him.  Thee place where she 
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lives, “the district of Tyre and Sidon,”1 isn’t that far away.  Theere must have been 

talk about His power and goodness.  How litthle or how much she knew, we don’t 

know.  But what she heard she had a need to hear, for her daughter was oppressed

by darkness, and she trusted the words that had been spoken about Him.  Upon 

that Word faith was created.  And then upon this woman, who has no particular 

place in history, who has no particular knowledge of the Christ, there suddenly 

falls the eyes of Jesus.  He speaks to her this surprising word: “O woman, great is 

your faith!”2  What has she done that Jesus would say this to her?  She has merely 

met him, and stretched out her hand to him.

Today’s Gospel lesson therefore teaches us about faith.  Theis is the third of three 

sequential miracle passages in our assigned readings according to the Evangelist 

Matthhew, and we land here focusing on the miracles of Jesus as teaching 

moments.  Thee past two Sundays we heard of His miracles as signs of His 

compassion for lost sinners in need, and of His total authority over all creation, so

that we know God is for us in the person of Jesus Christ.  Now in the miracle of 

the healing of the Canaanite woman’s daughter we learn something about the 

nature of faith, and what it means to live by faith.  Theat’s the question: what does 

it mean to have faith?  What does it mean to believe in Jesus?  We hear how 

important faith is throughout the New Testament.  For example, John 3:16 is ofteen 

1 Mt 15:21.
2 Mt 15:28.
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called the Gospel in miniature:  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”3  Here 

see that Christ came into the world to save, to give eternal life, to “whoever 

believes.”  So faith is something very important.  Thee sinner can be saved.  Jesus 

says the Canaanite woman has this kind of faith.  And in her example we see this 

faith in action, a faith lived out in a struggle, this dialogue with Jesus, which 

encounters God’s “no,” His silence, yet still trusts and believes.

It’s a very simple story.  “And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came 

out.”4  As I mentioned, her people would have been viewed as nothing but dogs by

the Jews.  But this was a two way street.  Her people would have had the same 

prejudices against Jesus of Nazareth.  Her coming has great risk.  Even still, the 

need of the woman is laid before Jesus: “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David;

my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.”5  TheenCnothing.  Theere is a 

terrible silence.  “But he did not answer her a word.”6  Before we go any further, 

before we even get to the miracle in the text we must deal with this silence.  

Luther preached on these verses from St. Matthhew, and he said this about the 

silence of God which confronts the woman: “Now he is as silent as a stone.  

Behold, this is a very hard rebuff,, when God appears so earnest and angry and 

3 Jn 3:16.
4 Mt 15:22.
5  Mt 15:22.
6 Mt 15:23.

3



conceals his grace so high and deep; as those know so well, who feel and 

experience it in their hearts.  Here she imagine he will not fulfigl what he has 

spoken, and will let his Word be false; as it happened to the children of Israel at 

the Red Sea and to many other saints.”  

Behold the reaction of the disciples.  Theey are mortifiged, they don’t have the nerve

to bear the silence.  Theey go to Jesus, they beg Him to break the silence and to 

“send her away, for she is crying out afteer us.”7  But she is not looking to them for 

mercy.  She looks to Jesus.  She waits.  Her heart will not despair of God, she will 

not be afraid, for His thoughts, His ways are behind the silence.  Isn’t this the 

same way with us, when we think God does not answer our prayers?  Behind the 

silence of God are His higher thoughts and ways.  He is figtthing together the pieces 

of our lives and the world around us in ways that we cannot see, but we think it’s 

just a big jumbled mess under a silent heaven.  How many awful things there 

seem to be in life, how meaningless and unjust the world sometimes seems to us.  

Suff,ering, illness, pandemic, massacres, wars and natural disasters, death – all 

these take place under the silence of heaven and of God, who we think has 

nothing to say when we cry out, “have mercy on me, O Lord.”  

You see, God’s “no,” his silence, comes to us in his Holy Law, which becomes a 

word of condemnation and an instrument of God’s wrath because of sin.  When 

7 Mt 15:23.
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God is silent there is a plain and certain despair over all we think, say, and do.  But

there was a day when there was an even greater silence, at the cross.  Theen the 

powers of darkness were unleashed on the Son of David, who was nailed there for

us.  You see, the silence of God, God’s resounding “NO!” which is more 

frightening than anything, was poured out once and for all on Jesus that Good 

Friday.  Jesus cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”8  And 

God had nothing to say.  Thee wrath of God, God’s “no,” was poured out on Jesus, 

instead of us.  Death always appears in the company of sin and law.  So death 

came to the Son of God because of sin, but not because He had transgressed any 

part of the Law.  It was our transgressions that put Him there.

So Jesus does not answer the unknown Canaanite woman, at figrst.  And when He 

does, it might actually sound worse than the silence.  “It is not right to take the 

children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”9  But she does not despair.  Her faith did

not think much of itself.  She knew that she had nothing to give, nor nothing to 

demand.  She accepted, actually she agreed, with our Lord’s judgment.  She did 

not belong there by any right.  Theis is a faith that is persistent in crying out Lord 

have mercy, even in the face of silence, and even in the face of judgement.  Theis is 

a faith which knows that God’s help is purely grace – undeserved, unmerited.  

Because of her faith, the Canaanite woman understood that God was right on a 

8 Mk 15:34.
9 Mt 15:26.
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point where it can be hardest for us to recognize that God is right.  We want to 

place demands on God.  Life must be just so, the way we want it.  If he doesn’t do 

it our way, then he must be unfair.  Why would God choose only Israel for his 

covenant?  Who says that they are the chosen ones?  How is this fair?  Thee 

Canaanite woman doesn’t speak any of these things.  Instead she accepted what 

God had done.  And now before her was his Son, and she would not let go of Him 

and His promise.  God had come to her that day, and where He is, there is help to 

be had.

Thee Canaanite woman does indeed have great faith.  She believes that Jesus can 

heal her daughter.  She believes that He is the Lord, the Son of David.  She 

believes that if He has indeed come as the Messiah to bring salvation to God’s 

chosen people then He will ultimately bring that salvation to the rest of the word. 

Even the crumbs that fall from the Master’s table are more than enough.  He has 

bread to spare, even for us beggars who come before God with nothing except 

outstretched hands and our prayer, “Lord have mercy.”  For the silence of God is 

eventually broken.  Whenever we are humbled under the experience of God’s 

silence, the thundering “no” of his wrath, we immediately turn to the gracious 

promise of God’s “Yes!” in Christ Jesus.  Thee Son of God, our Lord Christ, has 

taken upon himself the curse of the law and borne it, atoned and paid for all our 

sins; that through him alone we are restored to God’s grace, obtain the 
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forgiveness of sins through faith, and are delivered from death and all the 

punishments of our sins and are saved eternally.  Theis is the Gospel message.  

Faith and salvation are ours in Him, through His Word, given to us in Holy 

Baptism and strengthened with His very Body and Blood.   Theis is our present 

reality.  Yes it is true that death always appears in the company of sin and law, but

where there is the forgiveness of sins there is also life and salvation which 

smashes the power of sin and hell.

Theis is the story of the miracle of the Canaanites woman’s daughter: although it 

may seem that we are stuck with God’s silence, in fact “in these last days he has 

spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom 

also he created the world.”10  True faith continues to seek and pray.  True faith 

looks to Christ alone for help and for salvation.  True faith is faith in action, that 

seeks only Jesus and learns to trust in Him in everything, to believe even when we

do not see, even when it seems God does not answer.  And that same faith eagerly 

awaits and hopes for the future when Christ’s Lordship will be revealed, when the

silence of God will be shatthered once and for all with the sound of trumpets, and 

every knee shall now, and every mouth confess that Jesus is Lord.  Like He did for 

the unnamed woman and her daughter, God will bring full and eternal healing.  In

the meantime, we live in faith and prayer, appealing to and trusting in the mercy 

of God in Christ.  Such is how it goes for those who live by faith alone, through 

10 Heb 1:2.
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the grace of our Lord.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

  Soli Deo Gloria✠
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