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Matthhew 14:22-33

Grace to you and peace from God

our Father and from the Lord Jesus

Christ.  Amen.

Would you rather have a friend who did what seemed the right thing and then 

worried about the consequences later, or one who spent so much time thinking 

things through that it took weeks to get anything done?  Shoot firrst and ask 

questions later, or analysis paralysis?  I think we know which camp Peter falls into.  

He’s a shoot firrst, ask questions later kind of person.  St. Matthhew gives us this idea 

on numerous occasions, and he doesn’t seem too concerned about preserving 

Peter’s reputation in the process.  He gives us the apostle warts and all.  I think we 

like to know this, that a larger than life character like St. Peter has this endearing 

but risky personality that ofteen results in very human foibles.  

Thiis is certainly evident in our Gospel reading today when we see Peter get out of 

the boat.  Last week I presented the miracle of feeding the 5,000 in terms of 

understanding the compassion of Jesus, that we can see these miracles through the 
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eyes of a merciful and gracious Lord who condescends to save His children from 

their sins.  Today in the second of three weeks focusing on these miracles we see 

Jesus walking on water, and calming the wind, and yes, we see Peter, firrst bold and 

brave, then sinking.  Today we have a picture of a life lived in faith – or rather, 

perhaps we should look at it as a picture of a life lived in half-faith, faith mixed with

fear and doubt, as is the life of so many Christians and certainly the disciples.  But 

the miracle of Jesus walking on the Sea of Galilee is also a picture of His authority.  

We should understand the miracles of Jesus this way as well, as a picture of His 

authority over everything, even nature, and more importantly for us in our 

individual lives, authority over all the things that can harm us, even all the things 

that we fear.

Thiere are actually three miracles here if we look closely.  We see Jesus walking on 

the lake, that’s one; then we see Peter at least making the atthempt to literally follow 

in our Lord’s footsteps before he sinks – that makes two; and then Jesus makes the 

wind stop.  Thiat’s the third miracle.  Thiey are all demonstrations of a supernatural 

authority over the things of this world, time, space, matther, as we know it.  But so 

what?  Sure, it would have been an amazing thing to witness if we had been there, 

on the boat watching all of this happen.  But is that all there is?  Jesus comes and 

does some really neat stuff,, he puts on a show and we are all very impressed.  Is that

it?
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Let’s back up for a minute.  Thie disciples are out in that boat because Jesus has 

commanded them to go there.  “Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat 

and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds.”1  While they 

are gone Jesus goes up to pray, alone, on a mountain in the area.  Thie disciples are 

out there all night, they are a ways out from the shore and wind stands against 

them.  Thien very early the next morning Jesus initiates this entire encounter.  “ And 

in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea.”2  Thieir 

reaction is certainly understandable.  Thiey are frightened, terrifired, and they cried 

out in fear, “It’s a ghost,” literally a “phantom.”  Thiey surely were not expecting Him

to come walking out on the water.  Who would?  

But Jesus does not chastise them, He does not berate them for being scared.  And 

His response gets at what really matthers about this story.  It’s not the show, it’s not 

the neat stuff, that Jesus can do, it’s a question of authority.  “Take heart; it is I. Do 

not be afraid.”3  Thie original text actually says “I am.”  In other words, Jesus says to 

the disciples when they cry out in fear at the coming of the Lord, “be of good 

courage, be resolute even in the face of danger or struggle, trial or temptation, take 

heart, because I am.”  Do you see?  Jesus is consciously invoking the Divine Name of

God when He comes to them on the lake.  Remember back in Exodus at the burning

1 Mt 14:22.
2 Mt 14:25.
3 Mt 14:27.
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bush – “God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.”4  Now we know.  Thiis is no magic trick,

this is no show.  Jesus reveals who He is in those Words, and He backs it up with 

His actions.  Thie power of the Almighty God of the universe have become incarnate

in the fleesh, and there He is, saying “do not be afraid.”

So you see the entire setthing of this miracle is no coincidence, but instead serves to 

show us the authority of Christ, that He and the Father are one.  In fact, walking on 

the sea has its background in the Old Testament where God the omnipotent creator 

has power and authority over everything in the universe.  Our Old Testament 

reading from Job serves to illustrate this for us, where God makes sure Job 

understands his standing in the sight of God: “who shut in the sea with doorsEand 

said, ‘Thius far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be 

stayed’? 5  “Have you entered into the springs of the sea, or walked in the recesses 

of the deep?”6  Of course Job must answer “no.”  But Christ demonstrates that He 

shares in these things with Father, and in His walking on the water demonstrates 

His dominion of sea and all things.

Do the disciples make all these connections right on the spot when Jesus come to 

them on the lake?  Probably not.  Which brings us back to Peter.  I don’t think he 

really buys into the authority of Jesus yet, I don’t think those gracious words of our 

4 Ex 3:14.
5 Job 38:8–11.
6 Job 38:16.
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Lord, “take heart, it is I.  Do not be afraid,” are enough for him.  So he issues this 

question to Jesus, but it’s really a challenge: “Lord, if it is you, command me to come

to you on the water.”7  Remember, shoot firrst and ask questions later.  Here is Peter 

shooting from the hip, just saying the firrst thing that pops into his head.  Today we 

say it’s a lack of “firlters.”  But surprisingly, Jesus obliges Peter, and then naturally 

Peter accepts and gets out.  But doubt creeps in, he begins to sink, and again he calls

out to Jesus: ““Lord, save me.”  Jesus reaches out and grabs hold and does just that.

And aren’t we all like the disciples in the boat?  Don’t we all identify with Peter?  

Thiose disciples had seen so much of Jesus, they had heard His teaching and His 

prayers, but now they were stuck.  Afteer all, they were professional firshermen for 

the most part.  Thiey spent their lives out on that big lake, they had probably seen 

everything that the Sea of Galilee could throw at them.  And yet they were out 

there struggling against the wind, struggling to get back to shore.  We too in our 

world have discovered much, we have learned and invented some amazing things, 

and yet we are still without the power to do what really matthers.  We can sent 

people into outer space and to the moon, we create technology of unbelievable 

complexity which has refashioned our lives in ways our forefathers could never 

imagine.  And yet a virus has put to rest all notions that we are yet masters of the 

universe.  Fear and uncertainty creeps in, and like Peter we are inclined to have the 

same questions about the authority of Jesus.  Is He really who we say we believe He

7 Mt 14:28.
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is?  Can He really do all the things that He says He can do?  Thie words of assurance

are nice.  But are they real?  Can they be trusted?

Jesus comes to us in the middle of all of this, bringing us His Word, establishing and

strengthening our faith in His Sacraments.  He comes, seemingly doing the 

impossible, because only He can do what He promises to do – to take away our sins 

by dying on a cross, and showing us the promise of eternal life in His resurrection 

from the dead.  Thiat’s impossible – for us.  But not for God.  Sometimes we might, 

like Peter, get the idea that it would be a good idea to try and copy for ourselves 

what Jesus is doing.  But our eyes will drop to the waves and we realize that we 

cannot save ourselves when we are sinking.  Thiink of surfers on a California beach, 

when suddenly a huge wave rears up and threatens them.  Now take away the 

sunshine, the surf boards, the Beach Boys, the sandy beach, and replace all those 

things will a howling gale and darkness and fear.  Perhaps that is what life looks 

like sometimes, even today.  What is it that you fear?  What is it that can harm you?

Dear brothers and sisters I bring you the same words of our Lord for your hearing 

today: ““Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.”  Doubt is the all too natural perspective

from below.  But in the miracles of Jesus we have more than a great show.  Thie 

miracles mean that God is for us, that He has come in the person of His only 

begotthen Son to take away our sins.  He comes to us just as He came to the disciples

out in that boat, unexpected, unasked for, maybe not recognizable at firrst, but 
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always with authority as the One of God.  Thie miracles Jesus performed during His 

earthly ministry gave them just a glimpse of what would be fully revealed on the 

Easter morning when Jesus made known His glory.  And in that glory He now sits 

at the right hand of God the Father, and He is still for us, and He is coming again.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

  Soli Deo Gloria✠
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