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Matthhew 11:25-30

Rest in Our Lord Jesus Christ
Grace to you and peace from God our

Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

“At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you

have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to 

littlle children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.”1  So begins our Gospel 

text for this Sunday taken from St. Mattlhew.  Martin Luther preached many times 

on this text and we still have a number of those sermons, and in one of them he 

notes how this text is really very simple.  It is the purest Gospel teaching because 

our Lord is not speaking in parables or performing miracles.  Luther says, “Other 

Gospels in which the miracles of Christ are described are not so comforting as those

which contain the sermons of Christ in which he so lovingly teaches and entices us.

I am not so certain of the grace which I see in miracles shown to others as when I 

have before me plain, clear words.”2  

1 Mt 11:25–26.
2  AE 52, 122.
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But as I studied this text this week I admit that I struggled to get past the firrst verse.

Theere is something there that seems jarring to me, and at firrst glance it doesn’t 

seem to match up with how Dr. Luther explains the text.  What is it?  Thee words “I 

thank you.”  Jesus says, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you 

have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to 

littlle children.”  You see, Jesus is giving thanks to His heavenly Father not only for 

the revealing of the Gospel that has come in the person of Jesus the Christ, but also 

that His words remain hidden to some.  Theat’s the bit that I struggled with.  So here 

is the question: how is this actually a good thing that there are those who in their 

own wisdom and understanding cannot or will not hear the words of Christ who 

comes preaching ““Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”3  Is this 

something to be thankful for?  Remember last week we heard of the division that 

the word of God brings, that like a sword it serves to divide communities and even 

families along the lines of those who hear and believe, and those who hear and 

reject.  But is this a reason for giving thanks?

It seems at firrst glace that Jesus thanks the Father for failure, for hiding “these 

things.”  First we should ask: what are “these things” that Jesus speaks of?  Answer: 

they are everything Jesus has and can give because of His relationship to the Father.

For “all things have been handed over to me by my Father”4 proclaims our Lord.  

3 Mt 4:17.
4 Mt 11:27.
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Theey are the Gospel itself, the proclamation of the coming of the Kingdom of God.  

Jesus Himself, in His very Person, brings “these things” to poor sinners in need.  

Thee Son of God even and especially brings them to people who were never 

considered wise and understanding, He has “revealed them to littlle children,”5 the 

ones who don’t really count – the poor, tax collectors, ordinary folk, who found the 

grace and mercy of their heavenly Father in the words of Jesus.  On the other hand 

are the “wise and understanding.”  We should know that in that age Jewish writings 

spoke warmly about the wisdom of the wise.  Generations had learned that only 

those who dedicated themselves to learning the law and trying to tease out all its 

firner points would become wise, for this was the path to know God.  For the 

average Jew in Jesus’ day this put “wisdom” about God far out of reach, about as far 

as becoming a test pilot or a brain surgeon seems to most people today.  You needed

to be a scholar and have time to ponder and discuss complex and weighty mattlers.  

Perhaps today in our secular culture we have the same sense of awe and wonder 

over celebrities, or people with extraordinary wealth. Today to be considered wise 

you need lots of followers on Facebook or Instagram, or be an entrepreneur. Theese 

are the “wise and understanding” of our age.

But Jesus shows us how shallow and misdirected this is.  Thee “wisdom and 

understanding” of man is not that of God.  Far from it.  All effoorts to reach God on 

our terms are for nothing, they only serve to increase the gulf that exists between 

5 Mt 11:25.
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God and man.  Theese are the things of man, works of self-righteousness and 

arrogance that are actually contrary to God’s Holy Word.  So “these things” which 

Jesus comes to bring are hidden from these so-called “wise and understanding” 

people because they are looking in the wrong place.  And so to them the revelation 

of the Son of God is hidden.  His kindly yoke that puts harassed lives into proper 

order and perspective – this is also hidden.  But “these things” are not hidden by 

Jesus, He has taught them plainly and openly.  Theey are hidden because the “wise 

and understanding” that Jesus speaks of have come to a place where they know 

nothing of God.  Psalm 14 says, “Thee fool says in his heart, “Theere is no God.”6  We 

know that it is impossible for a person, made of fleesh and blood and ignorant of 

God’s Word, to judge and understand the things that belong to God, as St. Paul says 

to the Corinthians: “14 Thee natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of 

God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they 

are spiritually discerned.”7  Thee things of the Spirit of God are present in Jesus 

Christ, the One who comes not with fanfares and pomp and circumstance, but born 

of a Virgin into the most humble of circumstances, the One who will be tried and 

executed as a common criminal for the sins of everyone.  Thee prophet Zechariah 

foresaw these things as we heard in our Old Testament reading, which is more 

familiar to us from Palm Sunday: “Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous 

6 Ps 14:1.
7 1 Co 2:14.
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and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a

donkey.”8  Theis Jesus is “gentle and lowly in heart,” and therefore He is incapable of 

impressing the “wise and understanding” in the way they want to be impressed.

So Jesus prays, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth.”9  And yes, we hear 

in these words a quiet judgement of God, not the terrors of the firery furnace and the

gnashing of teeth in uttler darkness, but man’s rejection of the Good News.  Theat’s 

why “I thank you” sounds strange and alien to us.  Thee “wise and understanding” 

hear the Gospel, they see the miracles, they behold the Saviour upon the cross, and 

still they want and accept only what they desire to hear and see.  Christians follow 

our Lord’s example and command and pray with Him that God’s will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven, and we too give thanks, but not because Jesus comes to 

execute a harsh judgement.  We give thanks because He has come to reveal to us 

the Kingdom of God.  Theis is the gracious will of our Heavenly Father, so that Jesus 

says, “Fear not, littlle fleock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom.”10  Jesus draws back the curtain once and for all and unveils the truth 

about God, and the truth is that He and the Father are One, and with the Holy Spirit

brings to us this sudden, earth shattlering, dramatic message: here is God for you, in 

the fleesh, who comes to bring the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  Who can hear

such a thing?  Jesus says they are like “littlle children,” those who count their own 

8 Zec 9:9.
9 Mt 11:25.
10 Lk 12:32.
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works as nothing, who lean not upon their own wisdom and understanding and 

make nothing whatsoever of themselves, but firnd wisdom only in God.  Theey let 

themselves be taught by Him and Him alone.  

“All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son 

except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom

the Son chooses to reveal him.”11  Thee Father is known only through the Son.  Thee 

Son is revealed to us by the Word, and the benefirts He won for us on the cross are 

given freely in the waters of Holy Baptism, and in His very Body and Blood that we 

receive today at this altar.  Theese things remain hidden to the “wise and 

understanding.”  How could water do such things?  How can mere bread and wine 

do such things?  But in faith the hidden things of God are made known when those 

earthly elements are joined to His Word.  And so in Christ, in faith, we will never be

forsaken, because we are in His hands and are no longer condemned in our sins.  

Jesus says, “28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest.”12  Thee invitation is open-ended.  Thee invitation is for everyone.  And even 

though we are still weighed down with sins, and even though we might be plagued 

with doubt and uncertainty, especially in these troubling times, Christ gives us 

these words of comfort.  You who “labor and are heavy laden,” with the law, with 

sin, with anxiety and affliiction, whatever else might burden you and weigh you 

11 Mt 11:27.
12 Mt 11:28.
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down: rest in our Lord Jesus Christ.  In Him alone “you will firnd rest for your 

souls.”13  He alone gives us everything we need for faith, life, and salvation.  Amen

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

 Soli Deo Gloria✠

13 Mt 11:29.
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