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Matthhew 10:34-42

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen.

Dearly beloved in Christ.  For the third consecutive Sunday we are hearing the 

Gospel according to St. Matthhew in chapter ten where Jesus sends out the disciples. 

He has given them fair warning about what they should expect – opposition and 

persecution at every turn to the preaching of the Gospel – and He has strengthened 

them with the promise that they need not fear those things because they have a 

heavenly Father who knows them and loves them – “even the hairs of your head are

all numbered.”1  Today we hear what might be the most challenging part of this 

entire discourse, for Jesus says, “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the

earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.”2  

We are perhaps more familiar with the “peace” passages that make us feel betther.  In

the King James Version of Luke chapter two we hear that Christ brings “peace on 

1 Mt 10:30.
2 Mt 10:34.
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earth, good will to men,” and we have that in our greeting cards and even the 

secular world has no problem with those words.  What’s not to like about peace on 

earth?  But the more accurate translation is something like “on earth peace among 

those with whom he is pleased.”  Thaat doesn’t exactly roll off  the tongue, does it?  

Perhaps not, but it certainly matches up to what we hear today: “34 Do not think that

I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a 

sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 

mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person’s enemies

will be those of his own household.”3  Remember, Jesus is sending out the apostles 

knowing that wherever and whenever they bring this message of the coming of the 

Kingdom of God, even wherever and whenever they perform miracles and signs in 

His name, many will reject.  Many will seek to harm them, even kill them.  Like a 

sword that divides limbs from a body the words of Jesus will divide communities, 

and yes, even families and households.

Thae text immediately preceding our reading this morning is the line in the sand that

will separate and divide: “everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before 

men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.”4  Do you confess Jesus as 

Lord and Saviour before the world, or do you keep silent?  Pastors are obligated to 

3 Mt 10:34–36.
4 Mt 10:32–33.
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do this because of our vocation.  It’s not because pastors are betther than everyone 

else, or more holy.  Pastors are sinners, just like everyone.  In fact, St. Paul writes a 

letther to Timothy about what it takes to be a pastor, and he says “Christ Jesus came 

into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.”5  If St. Paul can say that 

he is the foremost of sinners it should put to rest any loftyy ideas pastors have about 

their own worthiness.  And wouldn’t that be a good creed for us all to confess?  

Very simply then, what a pastor is called to do, warts and all, is to confess Christ.  If

he does not confess Christ before the world then Jesus says that He will deny him.  

Thaat is a grave danger.  So we publicly accept the fact that preaching the Gospel 

rightly and administering the Sacraments according to the institution of Christ may 

bring confliict.  It happens all too oftyen.  Thaere is a line in the sand, a line of 

confession: “Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives 

him who sent me.”6

So now you might be saying, yes, yes, that’s why you are always going on about 

Jesus, we get it.  But then you might ask, what about me?  How does any of this 

apply to my circumstance?  Well, not everyone is a pastor but most people are part 

of a household.  So even if you are not the one coming to preach about Jesus to the 

people today you are going home aftyer the service and you are part of a family, even

if they all don’t live under your roof.  And there is a good chance that there are 

5 1 Ti 1:15.
6 Mt 10:40.
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people who have a diff erent confession of Jesus, something other than “My Lord 

and my God!” as Thaomas exclaimed aftyer the Resurrection.  Do you have a mother, a

father, a son, a daughter, a grandchild, a grandparent, a husband, a wife, a niece, a 

nephew who does not, will not, confess Jesus to be the only-begotthen Son of God as 

we confess this morning in the Nicene Creed?  If the answer is yes then you know 

that this is a source of pain.  You know about that lack of peace that Jesus speaks of,

for the words that Jesus speaks to the disciples are clear as day.  Now for the really 

tricky part: Jesus does bring peace, “among those with whom He is pleased.”  Who 

are they?  Thae ones who believe with their hearts and confess with their lips that 

Jesus is Lord, the One who brings the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.  We are 

justifieed through faith, which grasps hold of these things, and we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  But why do people reject these giftys?  Even 

more so, why do those who have once received these things in Holy Baptism, in 

Holy Communion, turn away from them?  Why do they cease entering into God’s 

presence in weekly worship?  It’s heartbreaking, it’s what pastors hear about almost

more than anything else today.  

What to do?  You have probably tried everything.  It causes off ense to even raise the

subject.  Thaen you decide not to mention it, to keep the “peace.”  And then you come

to church and hear the words of Jesus: “Do not think that I have come to bring 

peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword.”  Hearing this you 

4



might feel crushed.  But Jesus brings these words to the disciples in order that they 

might not be crushed.  He was frank with them, because He wanted for them to be 

prepared for when people would deny Him, that they would not be shocked and 

dismayed.  Saddened, yes.  Disappointed, yes.  But not completely disheartened.

Remember I mentioned St. Paul and how he identifieed himself as the foremost 

sinner?  He has some great encouragement for us in that same letther.  He says that 

God our Saviour desires for “all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of

the truth. 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, 

the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all.”7  You see, it’s true that 

many people have turned their back on Christ and His church, despising the good 

giftys that He off ers.  And we are saddened and disappointed.  But we are not 

disheartened, we are not dismayed, because our Heavenly Father has not turned his 

back on them.  He longs to gather his people to himself, so much that he sent His 

only begotthen Son to take away our sins on the cross.  God acts to rescue His 

people.  Yes, there will be those who will declare they don’t need rescuing.  And 

that will cause division.  But Jesus still brings His peace, the benefiets of salvation, 

available to all by the Holy Spirit.  So peace on our terms is not the priority, “for the

kingdom of God isHof righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”8

For the disciples Jesus saves the hardest thing for them to hear until the end of His 

7 1 Ti 2:4–6.
8 Ro 14:17.
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instructions.  “38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy 

of me.”9  Thaat statement is familiar to us, but to them it would have been like a bolt 

of lightning.  Thaere has been no mention of the cross until now.  Jesus has not yet 

predicted or explained what will happen to Him.  Yet now he exhorts the disciples 

to seek aftyer this Roman punishment that was regarded with horror by the Jews of 

that time.  It was not only the most horrible form of execution, it carried a social 

stigma, it drew universal mockery and shame.  We will see all that on Calvary.  Thae 

challenge of Jesus to the disciples had to he sharp and blunt.  Thae same holds true 

for us today.  Popular usage today has taken the sharp edge off  “a cross to bear.”  But

we should never stray too far away from remembering who it is who bore all on the

cross for us sinners, and the remarkable promises that He gives there, and the 

implication that we, too, may have a share in His suff ering.  Even so, we will fiend 

our life, which is in Christ.  So even in the midst of division and strife, you have the 

life that Jesus won for you, and thanks be to God, no one can take it away.  

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

 Soli Deo Gloria✠

9 Mt 10:38.
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