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Matthhew 10:5a, 21-33

Endurance in the Here and
Now
Dear brothers and sisters: Grace

to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Which command is repeated most ofteen in the Bible?  You might think it’s one of 

the Ten Commandments.  Maybe something stern, like pray harder!  Smarten up!  

Get your act together!  Worship more sincerely!  Give more money!  But you would 

be wrong.  Actually, it’s the command we hear three times in our Gospel reading 

today from St. Matthhew: “do not fear.”  Thee words of our Lord come to us not as a 

helpful tip for betther living.  Theey are not the sage advice of a self-help guru.  Theey 

are not additional items to add on a Christian’s to-do list.  Theey are words of hope 

and comfort for those who are oppressed by anxiety and doubt, for those who face 

trouble and hardship for the sake of the Gospel.  Thee future holds much more than 

these things for the believer, for the Day is coming when God will eternally wrap 

up sin and suffeering and adversity once and for all, and vanquish everything that 

stands against his people.  Notwithstanding all appearances of this present age, “do 

1



not fear,” for “the one who endures to the end will be saved.”1

We missed out on our usual celebrations around the Resurrection of Our Lord this 

year, so today we have some of the visual reminders of that day as we are finnally 

able to gather together again in the Divine Service.  But we should also remember 

that Easter Sunday is not the only day where the Resurrection is front and centre.  

In fact, every Sunday is a celebration and remembrance of the Passion and 

Resurrection of Jesus.  And what are the words spoken by the angel to the women 

at the tomb that morning?  “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who 

was crucifined.  6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said.  Come, see the place 

where he lay.”2  Theey were looking for a corpse.  Theey were afraid because they have

seen the crucifinxion and death of Jesus.  Now they behold the angel, and fear 

threatens to take over again.  But the Resurrection changes fear to hope.  Do not be 

afraid, for He has risen.

We hear in today’s Gospel reading that Jesus sends out the apostles in the 

anticipation of the things which will be revealed at the tomb.  Thee lives of this band 

of ordinary men who are now plunging offe into extraordinary circumstances will 

never be the same.  We hear that in His sending Jesus does not prepare them for 

fame and glory, but for hardship and persecution.  He warns them that the 

authorities will be afteer them, that they will suffeer extreme physical and emotional 

1 Mt 10:22.
2 Mt 28:5–6.
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distress, and that they will start to suffeer the same kind of abuse that Jesus has born 

Himself.  Thee in-breaking of the Gospel into a sinful world will cause division and 

anger, even within families.  Jesus tells them: “Brother will deliver brother over to 

death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents and have them 

put to death, 22 and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake.”3  What’s not to be 

afraid of?  And yet Jesus says, “do not fear.”

Today, the context of the words we hear courtesy of St. Matthhew is of course much 

diffeerent than the sending of the apostles.  Yet we too might be hearing those words,

“do not fear,” and asking the same questions they probably did.  What’s not to fear? 

Are you kidding?  It is true that we can take for granted that in our current age we 

will not be hauled into court and beaten for coming to church and hearing the 

Gospel.  Unlike the apostles we have never lived in a time here in North America 

where one is persecuted for proclaiming “Jesus is Lord.”  So we have developed a 

sense of complacency, I think.  We take the things of God for granted.  We focus 

atthention on things that don’t matther and neglect God’s Holy Word and prayer.  

Theat’s not a good thing.  

And if nothing else the events of the last three months should shake us out of that 

self-absorption and self-satisfaction.  Thee pandemic brought about unimagined 

disruption to our lives, including the very thing we have always counted on – that 

3 Mt 10:21–22.
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on the Day of the Lord at 10:00am we gather together here.  But that stopped, 

because of a pandemic not seen for 100 years.  Now we are here again and my 

prayer is that if nothing else we have a heightened appreciation for what we have, 

the giftes that our Lord makes available to us in the Divine Service, that this will 

cause us to have newfound longing for Lord’s Day and what it brings every week – 

and I’m not talking about the coffeee hour.  Today we gather under the restrictions 

imposed by the virus, and still we wonder whether there is more to come.  When 

will we get back to normal?

“Do not fear.”  Why not?  What reason does He give?  Maybe not the one we want 

to hear.  What would be nice is to hear Jesus tell us that everything we want in our 

lives will be granted, health and finnancial security, good standing in our 

communities and in the eyes of friends and family – in short, we want to hear that 

we should not fear because God will look afteer us  And in a sense that is true, but 

not necessarily in the way we would want.  You see, what really matthers is not the 

problems of the present, but our standing in the world to come.  Jesus says, “for 

nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 

27 What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, 

proclaim on the housetops.”4  Fear not, because everything will ultimately emerge 

into the light.  Thee Gospel will be made known to the ends of the earth, all will hear,

and every knee shall bow, and faith will be vindicated.

4 Mt 10:26–27.
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So the faith we have in the here and now looks to the promise of eternal life won 

for us on the cross, where the Lamb of God was sacrifinced for us.  Even if you suffeer,

you are blessed.  What you have in Christ through your Baptism is sure and certain.

“I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 

things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”5  

Thee things that might happen to us in this life might kill our mortal bodies.  For 

those in Christ death cannot separate us from our eternal inheritance.  But without 

the grace of God which is freely given through faith in Christ, there is another very 

real alternative.  So Jesus says do not fear the things and people that might affliict 

you now, because they are temporary and fleeeting.  “Rather fear him who can 

destroy both soul and body in hell.”6  For the Christian the “fear of God” is to love 

and trust God alone, in reverence and humility, all of which we have by the work of 

the Holy Spirit alone.  

So the God who we rightly fear is the God who we love and trust as our Heavenly 

Father.  Our Father’s eye is even on the sparrow, and “even the hairs of your head 

are all numbered.”7  All the details of your life are known to him, and therefore the 

life he has given us, the life that we give back to him, is safe and secure in his 

5 Ro 8:38–39.
6 Mt 10:28.
7 Mt 10:30.
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hands, come what may, for “the one who endures to the end will be saved.”8  The 

Christ who forewarns us of a life that will be lived in the shadow of those things 

that would seek to harm us more importantly gives this promise to those who 

remains steadfast in the face of hate and opposition.  What does this mean, that we 

will be saved?  It means that we will be restored to fellowship with God, that we 

will once again eat of the tree of life in Paradise.  It means that death no longer can 

harm us because we have the promise of eternal life.  It means that we shall live and

reign with Christ forevermore in His kingdom.  It means we shall be clothed in the 

spotless robes of His righteousness, that our names will be writthen in the book of 

life, because Christ stands as our mediator before the Father.

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is stronger than anything the world can throw at 

us, be it persecution for the faith or the ongoing pandemic.  Do not fear, because He

has taken on all your sins.  Do not fear, for your Heavenly Father loved you so 

much He sent His only begotthen Son to reconcile us with the Father.  Thee 

Resurrection changes fear to hope.  His hand is with us and guides us always, 

strengthening and sustaining us through Word and Sacrament, which we receive 

with thankful hearts today, in faith.  To the only wise God be glory forevermore 

through Jesus Christ.  Amen.  Now may the peace of God which passes all 

understanding keep your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

8 Mt 10:22.
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 Soli Deo Gloria✠
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