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Matthhew 13:44-52

The Kingdom of Heaven: Find,
Sell, Buy
Grace to you and peace from God our

Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Theere are four parables in our Gospel reading this morning from St. Matthhew, what 

we call the parable of the hidden treasure, the parable of the pearl of great value, 

the parable of the net, and the parable of new and old treasures.  Jesus uses these 

parables to teach the disciples and us about the kingdom of heaven.  St. Matthhew 

uses the words “kingdom of heaven” 32 times in his Gospel account.  Thee firrst time 

we hear these words they are on the lips of John the Baptist: “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.”1  Thee second time they come from our Lord Himself, 

the firrst words St. Matthhew records for us from Jesus who also says, “Repent, for the

kingdom of heaven is at hand.”2  Theen we hear Jesus again and again describe this 

kingdom in parables, like those we hear this morning.

So the kingdom of heaven clearly is something very important in the Gospel 

1 Mt 3:2.
2 Mt 4:17.
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according to St. Matthhew.  Perhaps we should understand what Jesus means when 

speaks of the kingdom of heaven?  What should we know?  Well, we know based 

on what we just heard that somehow repentance is tied in with this kingdom.  And 

we also know from these parables today that this kingdom must also be something 

that is very precious indeed.  So what is it?  To get our heads around this it helps if 

we start by putthing the emphasis where it belongs.  Thee emphasis is on God.  Thee 

kingdom of heaven is not so much about a “what” than it is about a “who.”  Jesus 

wants us to know about the One who is ruling this kingdom.  God is ruling.  And 

Jesus wants us to know that the reign and rule of God is actually happening.  Right 

now.  It’s here, and it’s here for you.  God is taking control.  And this reign and rule 

of the kingdom of heaven is made known to us once and for all in a person, Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God.  Theis is the big announcement that Jesus makes!  Repent and

believe!  Thee kingdom of heaven is at hand, it is right here in front of your face, you 

are looking at Him.  

No wonder St. Matthhew puts these words right at the beginning.  Theese words are 

meant to startle those who hear them, to make us wake up and smell the coffeee, rub 

the sleep out of our eyes and pay atthention.  Thee kingdom of heaven is where God 

is, and He is breaking in upon on world right here and now.  Theat’s worth paying 

atthention to.  And now that we are paying atthention, we see that this proclamation 

of the kingdom of heaven is actually the fulfirllment of the long story of God and 
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Israel, and indeed God and the world.  Theis is what Jesus teaches us in the last of 

our four parables this morning.  Jesus says, “Theerefore every scribe who has been 

trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his 

treasure what is new and what is old.”3  From now on everyone who takes this news

and carries it on to others will bear this message, that all things have come together 

in Christ.  St. Matthhew bears witness to the kingdom of heaven because he bears 

witness to the Christ.  Thee kingdom of heaven is the combination of old and new – 

the Law and the prophets which foretold of the coming of the Messiah – that’s the 

old – and the Gospel that only Jesus reveals, the message of the forgiveness of sins 

and eternal life, for you.  

So the kingdom of heaven is about the reign and rule of God, which is revealed fully

once and for all in Christ Jesus.  So if we are looking for the kingdom of heaven in 

the wrong place, if we are looking for the wrong signs, then we will miss it.  Thee 

kingdom is not revealed in glory and riches.  Thee kingdom is not revealed in 

political success.  Thee kingdom is not a pleasant religious idea that you can spend a 

Sunday morning thinking about then quickly forgotthen when you go back to your 

“normal” life.  But if our focus and understanding are on Jesus then we are on the 

right track.  When we look to Him, to His Word, to the Sacraments that He has 

instituted, that’s where we firnd the kingdom of heaven.  Nowhere else.  And in 

these things we know what is happening in the kingdom of heaven.  

3 Mt 13:52.
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And as we have already heard, when Jesus announces the coming, the “advent” of 

the kingdom of heaven, He calls us to repentance.  Thee advent of the kingdom goes 

hand in hand with this “reversal,” that the kingdom also brings a move away from 

sin and death and toward forgiveness and new life.  For when Jesus bids us to 

repent He means that we turn away from our sins.  We call this contrition.  Here is 

a genuine terror of the conscience that feels God’s wrath against sin and grieves 

that it has sinned.  But then through the preaching of the Word and through the 

Sacraments the Holy Spirit turns us toward the forgiveness of sins that is found 

only in Christ, which He won for us on that cross, and which we received in our 

Baptism.  Theis reversal of repentance is only possible because of the Great Reversal 

on the cross, when Christ took all of our sins upon Himself, and in return gives us 

the righteousness of God.  In faith we again and again return to that promise, the 

promise that all our sins are washed away in those waters, and we never tire of 

hearing in faith that this promise is ours, and nothing can separate us from the 

grace and mercy of God given to us in Christ.

Theese simple parables of the lost treasure and the pearl of great value therefore 

impart to us a certain sense of urgency about this reversal.  Thee kingdom of heaven, 

this thing of insurmountable value, is yours, if only you repent and believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  And so the coming of the kingdom which is the “advent” of the 

kingdom and of our Lord, and the resulting “reversal” in our lives that is lived out in
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a life of repentance, these both lead us toward the “action” of and in the kingdom of 

heaven.  It reminds me of the story from the Book of Acts of how Paul and Silas 

were imprisoned in Philippi for preaching the Gospel, and they prayed and sang 

hymns to God while they were in jail.  Theere was an earthquake, and all the 

prisoners were miraculously freed.  Thee jailer feared for his life, and rushed to Paul 

and Silas and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 And they said, “Believe in 

the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”4  Thee kingdom of 

heaven came to that man that day, and right there he knew of this great sense of 

urgency.  He understood the action in the kingdom.  

Theere is a sense of urgency.  Time is short, the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  In 

these “treasure parables” of St. Matthhew there is a patthern for this “kingdom action.” 

Here is the patthern: firnd, sell, and buy.  Here a man firnds a treasure, or a pearl, of 

such great value that it shatthers the normal idea of life.  Theere is only one treasure, 

only one pearl, that is of such great value that the man would sell everything he has

in order to obtain it.  Everything that happened before, every possession and value 

in life, these no longer have any meaning.  He would gladly give up everything in 

order to have it.  Theere is only the treasure.  So the person firnding and selling gladly

goes all in to buy what he has found, to obtain and possess that treasure.  Once this 

object of such enormous value is made known, everything changes.  Now that the 

man knows that the treasure is there in that fireld, now that he knows about the best

4 Ac 16:30–31.
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pearl ever, how can he live with the old things?  If he never obtains it, how can he 

go on without wondering, what if I had it?  Well, now that we know of the kingdom

of heaven, the forgiveness of sins and eternal life, how can we live without it?  Once

this kingdom is made known, everything changes.

You see, this is the imperative message that Jesus brings, the action of the kingdom. 

Having heard the Gospel, the greatest treasure ever, there are only two paths.  Thee 

world doesn’t go around and around in circles, even though some religions teach 

that.  Thee rule and reign of God is heading in a straight line toward one goal, and it 

is going there quite fast.  Thee coming of Jesus, the announcement of the kingdom, 

this is the beginning of the firnal judgement.  We know from our own experience 

that the world falls onto one of these two paths – the ones who grab hold of the 

Gospel treasure, and those who resist and reject.  Jesus tells us in the parable of the 

net that the Gospel goes out like a dragnet, it will scoop up everything in its way, 

but one day those who have been formed around lies and evil will be cast offe like 

the bad catch.  Just like the parable of the weeds in the wheat which we heard last 

week, Jesus again wants us to remember that there are wicked among the righteous.

But remember, the kingdom is God’s.  So if we are tempted to ask: if God is the 

creator of the universe and all that is in it, if He is in control, why then are thing not

as God would have them?  Thee answer is found in only in Christ, for in Him all 

things are headed back to the way they were intended.  In Him the reign and rule of
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God is revealed once and for all.  For the treasure of the Gospel is the most valuable 

thing we can ever imagine, for as St. Peter writes, “you were ransomed from the 

futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as 

silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 

blemish or spot.”5

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.   Soli Deo Gloria✠

5 1 Pe 1:18–19.
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