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Matthhew 13:1-9; 18-23

Sowing the Kingdom of God
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and

from the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Thee Kingdom of God comes through the Word of

God.  Full stop.  God’s Word is all powerful, and

as we heard in the Old Testament reading from Isaiah, we see just how God’s Word 

is all powerful.  Thee prophet uses natural imagery to tell us that God accomplishes 

what God wants through His Word.  “For as the rain and the snow come down from

heaven and do not return there but water the earth)so shall my word be that goes 

out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that 

which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”1

Yet in the Gospel reading today where we continue in the Gospel according to St. 

Matthhew, Jesus tells the parable of the sower and teaches us that God’s all powerful 

Word, which goes out to accomplish what he desires with it, can be resisted.  Here 

Jesus teaches us what happens when He teaches.  It is really a parable about 

parables, or what happens when the parables of our Lord are made know to those 

1 Is 55:10–11.
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with “ears to listen.”  Thee sower goes out in the fieeld, not with a fancy computerized 

tractor and a fienely calibrated automated planter, but He goes out casting the seed 

in a way that seems reckless and wasteful, broadcasting over a wide area.  In fact, 

three quarters of that seed, the majority, doesn’t end up where a good sower would 

want it to go.  So some of the seeds are snatched away by birds because they fall 

onto a hard path.  Some of them are scorched; some of them wither away for lack of

roots.  Some of them are sown among thorns, and are choked out as they try to 

grow.  Why would the Sower sow in these places?

So when we take these two readings, the fierst from Isaiah and the second from St. 

Matthhew, we encounter something that doesn’t really match up the way we expect. 

God speaks a Word that is all powerful, He sends His only Son, the Word made 

fleesh, and yet that all powerful Word, and the person who embodies that Word, can 

be resisted.  Theis is the point of the parable of the sower.  Now for sure, there are 

many who would want us to change the name of this parable to the “parable of the 

four soils,” so that the emphasis is on trying to fiegure out which kind of soil is that 

fierst one, and the second one, and then let’s play the game of fieguring out who 

belongs where.  We can make all kinds of legalistic assumptions this way.  You see, 

if this is a soil parable instead of a sower parable then we start going down some 

dead ends.  You end up either self justifieed, fielled with confiedence, because you are 

sure that you are pretthy good soil.  And why not, you are sitthing here today, right?  
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Or you will be fielled with doubt and condemnation because you might be the bad 

soil.  Now it seems like there is no hope.  And yes, there is a warning here.  Sin has 

its way with us, we are not the people that we should be, our lives are not lived out 

exactly to the glory of God.  And we know that the seed that once sprouted so 

strongly can just as quickly wither away.  Thee things of this life, and our own 

sinfulness, can cause us to fall away from the faith, and the precious seed can die 

out.

But this parable is not so much directed at warning us or condemning or giving us a

nice tool to categorize ourselves or other people.  In these words Jesus wants to 

prepare His church so that we can make sense of the tension we see in the ministry 

of Jesus, as described to us in the Gospel of Matthhew, and in our own lives today.  In

Matthhew’s Gospel Jesus has already started to encounter resistance to His teaching. 

Thee Pharisees are already challenging His miracles and His teaching.  Theat will 

continue throughout His earthly ministry, as we know.  And as we heard last week, 

His teaching falls on the “wise and understanding” of the world as something that is

hidden, because they are unwilling to hear.  So Jesus warns the apostles even as He 

sends them out that this will be their lot in life for now on.  Theere is no going back.  

Yet even amid all the forces that stand opposed to Jesus, be they demonic or earthly,

Jesus continues in God’s mission.  And that mission is to unveil the Kingdom of 

God, the forgiveness of sins that has come for all who repent and believe.
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So in this parable Jesus is doing what He has been doing.  He is preparing the 

disciples, and now us, to face this paradox: God’s has an all powerful Word that can 

be resisted.  In fact, it will be resisted more ofteen than not.  Thee Word that is 

preached and taught does not always produce the fruit that we would desire.  From 

out standpoint things look pretthy bleak sometimes, if we are honest.  Just look at 

our church’s atthendance over the past several years as evidence of that.   But this 

paradox is not just an intellectual exercise. Theis is not some theological problem 

that needs solving.  Theis is the spiritual reality of our world.  Thee disciples have seen

all the marvellous things done through the Word of God: they have seen demons 

cast out, and withered hands healed, and sins forgiven, but they have also seen all 

the powers of darkness, indeed the devil himself, oppose these things.  Theey have 

lived in the face of resistance to the Word.  In this parable Jesus offeers us this 

encouragement: even and especially in the face of such things: God’s Word works.  

God’s Word can and will bear fruit.  It might not be to our liking.  It might not be 

what we would expect.  But still the Word goes forth, still the sower sows, still the 

seeds will land on that mix of good and bad soil.

Such words are powerful for us today, for we too live in the face of resistance to the 

Word.  Christianity today no longer has the status is once had in our culture 

landscape, that is perfectly obvious.  Theere are some who still admire the church for 

the good God does through her people and institutions, but more ofteen today people
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atthack our beliefs as destructive of a common, public life.  “Whether it be 

accusations that Christianity has been used to subjugate women, to silence science, 

to foster racism, to fuel homophobia, or that is has been used to cultivate self-

loathing and a lack of initiative through calls for repentance and humility, news-

feeds and Facebook posts resist the words and works of Jesus.”2  But)God’s Word 

works.  Rather than retreat into our parishes and hide our faith from public notice, 

Jesus encourages us to remember this promise, that the Holy Spirit will cause the 

Word of the Lord to go out, to grow, to prosper, and to yield an abundant, even 

miraculous harvest.  Jesus died under the atthacks of the world against this Word, the

Word made fleesh encountered this resistance in His very person.  But this was for 

us, for in that death He saves us from sin, death, and devil, and God raised Him 

from the dead.  Thee Sower casts His seed extravagantly, so much that you might 

think it not valuable.  In fact it is very expensive, it was bought with the holy and 

precious Blood of Christ shed on that cross, for you.  And yet He casts it out, far and

wide, not concerned about profiet or yield in the way we understand it.  Now the 

Sower continues the sowing in the sending of His people, His church, to herald this 

Good News, to everyone everywhere, bringing the Kingdom of God to the World. 

Yes, this parable is about the sower and the sowing.  Thee Sower keeps sowing, we 

2  David Schmitth, htthps://www.1517I.org/articles/gospel-matthhew-131-9-18-23-pentecost-6-series-a?
utm_source=CrafteOofOPreaching&utm_campaign=a3baIe3958-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_0I_05_11_21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_Ic35c56bdb-
a3baIe3958-46288948801&mc_cid=a3baIe3958&mc_eid=0fb22b0bb86
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keep preaching.  We keep casting the seed out into the fieelds with the same 

extravagant love that Jesus has cast on us.  We don’t know who will believe and 

who will reject.  We are not responsible for the outcome.  We are not responsible 

for the yield.  Thee Church stands open, we preach to everyone, the Sacraments are 

given to establish and strengthen faith for those who receive and believe.  It doesn’t 

matther what kind of soil you might think you are today.  Thee Sower comes anyway, 

scatthering His good seed upon all types of soil.  You are the bad soil that He has 

made into good.  No soil is self tilling.  No soil is self planting.  No heart is self 

softeening.  God does the turning, and the planting, and the softeening.  Theis is 

underserving love, and grace, and mercy, and compassion, and forgiveness, and 

salvation, for sinners in need.  Thee Sower will make us into the soil He wants 

because He will keep scatthering His Word into our hearts through our ears, even 

though at times our hearts might be hard, even though at times we are distracted by

the cares of this world.  What this means is that we don’t have anything to do with 

the power of that seed, because that power is all wrapped up in the Sower, Jesus 

Christ.  He sends the Holy Spirit to call, gather,  and collect us by the Gospel Word.  

And by that same Word our gracious Sower keeps us in the one true faith to life 

everlasting.

So when it feels as if you are being plowed under, remember the Sower and the 

sowing.  Remember that in your Baptism the Word was sown.  Remember that in 
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the very Body and Blood of our Lord and Saviour that which was sown is being 

nourished and strengthened against the birds and the scorching heat, so that you 

will not wither.  And remember that the Word of God will not return empty, for just

as you have been raised with Christ in the waters of Baptism and into new life, on 

that day of harvest you will will be raised from dead, like a seed sprouting in good 

soil.  He who has ears to hear, let him hear.  Amen.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.  

 Soli Deo Gloria✠
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