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1 Peter 3:22-30

Reasons for Hope
Dear brothers and sisters who share in the

hope of our Lord and Saviour: Grace to you

and peace from God our Father and from the

Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  

As we continue to track through St. Peter’s firrst letteer I continue to marvel at how 

these words give us what we need to hear during this time of pandemic and 

separation.  Why, you would think that God gave us this very Word for times such 

as these!  And indeed he did.  For in these word of St. Peter we know that many 

have gone before us in the faith in trying times, even times much worse than what 

we are experiencing now.  We know that these churches St. Peter addresses were in 

fact at the beginning of a time of persecution that would periodically ripple through

the Roman empire, sweeping up Christians in a net of suffeering and death.  So the 

apostle tells them that even though times are tough do not lose sight of the good 

that God has done.  Do not let go of the truth.  Do not give up on the hope that in 
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you.  Isn’t that what we need to hear today as well?

Thiis week the littele piece of artwork I include at the top of these sermons is a 

painting by Albrecht Altdorfer, an engraver and painter who was working in 

Germany around the same time as Lucas Cranach, who you may recognize as an 

important artist of the Reformation.  Thiis painting, titled “Thie Agony in the 

Garden,” is both powerful and instructive.  Take a close look.  In the painting you 

see the disciples who are in the foreground.  Thiey are in various states of rest and 

sleep.  Peter rests on a rock with his back to us.  John is asleep on James, who is 

looking down.  In the centre of the painting is Jesus.  He is kneeling, and an angel 

brings Him the cup of suffeering from which He will drink.  In the background is 

darkness lit by the firres of hell.  Out of that murk comes those who are about to 

come and seize Jesus, led by Judas.  Thie arrangement of all of this is not by accident.

Jesus stands between the forces of darkness and the disciples, who are defenceless 

and sleeping.  Thiey are not ready for anything, yet alone to bear witness to the 

suffeering of the Savior.  He is their defence.  His willingness to drink from this cup 

of suffeering, His obedience unto the cross to bear the wrath of God – these are the 

power of God to protect his people.

In his firrst letteer St. Peter paints the same picture in our mind’s eye.  Today we hear,

“13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if 

you should suffeer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them,
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nor be troubled.”1  Even though there are shadowy things out there that would seek 

to deprive us of our sense of security and bring fear and anxiety, we are to put them

in the proper perspective.  St. Peter tells us that for those who are zealous for the 

righteousness of God, which we have only through Christ Jesus, these bad things 

now only exist in the shadow of the cross.  “Have no fear of them, nor be troubled.”  

Why?  Because in Christ you will never lose God, who is the true Good.  Thiis is the 

hope we have, built and sustained in the promises of God.

St. Peter further builds us up in this hope by going back to the prophet Isaiah: “Do 

not call conspiracy all that this people calls conspiracy, and do not fear what they 

fear, nor be in dread.  But the LORD of hosts, him you shall honor as holy.”2  St. Peter 

has these words in mind when he writes, “but in your hearts [sanctify] Christ the 

Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for 

a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.”3  But 

what does St. Peter mean when he says “sanctify Christ the Lord as holy”?  How 

can we sanctify Him?  Must He not sanctify us instead?  Thie answer is found in the 

words we say in the Lord’s Prayer: “Hallowed be thy name.”  We should hallow, that

is we should set apart and keep Holy the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, the name 

above all names.  We should do this when life is easy and everything is smooth, and

yes we should do this when life is difficcult and God allows trial to enter into our 

1 1 Pe 3:13–14.
2 Is 8:12–13.
3 1 Pe 3:15.
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existence on earth.  And the place where this sanctifying happens?  In the hearts of 

believers, a heart that once was dark with sin and hatred toward God but is now 

“madeDalive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raisedDup 

with him and seatedDwith him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus”4  But this 

doesn’t mean that this is a private matteer, inaccessible to others.  Thiis setteing apart, 

this sanctifying Christ as Lord in the heart is not something botteled-up inside, but 

instead this will be evident to all when believers suffeer for their faith.  Thie inner and

outer life are inseparable, for what happens within will inevitably be displayed to 

all, especially when one suffeers.

So the apostle goes to the next logical step.  Every Christian should account for his 

faith and be able to give a reason and an answer when necessary.  In the time of 

Martin Luther the Roman church did not want the laity to have access to the Holy 

Scriptures.  So it was forbidden.  Luther says, “here the devil came up with a prettey 

trick for the purpose of tearing the people away from Scripture.”5  But St. Peter 

directs us to have a defence for our faith, which is of course grounded in God’s Holy

Scriptures.  What a blessing we have now to be able to have this Word at our 

firngertips, to read and hear it unto our salvation.  Now, there are some who would 

tell you that when St. Peter says “always being prepared to make a defense to 

anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you,” he means that you 

4 Eph 2:5–6.
5 AE 30, 105.
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must have some elaborate testimony planned out, the story of how you came to 

faith, preferably up to and including a so-called “decision” when you were made a 

Christian.  But the hope of the Christian is not grounded in his or her own 

“testimony” and certainly not in some kind of individual responsibility to save 

ourselves.  Thie story is not ours but Christ’s.  Thie testimony is of Him, how He 

came into our fleesh in order to take away our sins on the cross, how He was raised 

from the dead and ascended into glory, and how He is coming back to gather up all 

who belong to Him.  Thie “reason for the hope that is in you” is Jesus.  One Word is 

enough.  He is the way, the truth, and the life.  He is everything that is good.  “For 

Christ also suffeered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 

bring us to God.”6  

In His sinless obedience Christ God meets wrong with right.  Lies with truth.  Evil 

with good.  Jesus triumphs over all these things in His humiliation.  So all lies, evil 

and wrong that come our way are in fact conquered by Him because they can’t hurt

us.  Not really, not when we consider the reasons for our hope.  In this letteer of St. 

Peter we have a glimpse of Christ in His glory, which begins with His descent into 

hell, as we confess in the Apostles’ Creed.  Thiese verses from this epistle are the 

source for what we confess: “being put to death in the fleesh but made alive in the 

spirit, 19 in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison.”7  Hope comes 

6 1 Pe 3:18.
7 1 Pe 3:18–19.
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from the suffeering and exalted Jesus, who now “is at the right hand of God, with 

angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.”8  Although our 

situations of discipleship under the cross may be difficcult, we can endure them with 

the confirdence in the working of our God, for us.  

And just as God delivered those eight inhabitants of the ark through the waters, so 

now he leads you through and out of the waters in Holy Baptism.  Baptism saves by

the suffeering, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We are placed into the hope 

that Christ brings us through our Baptism.  Thie source of our endurance in the face 

of everything this life will throw at us is found right there in the font, for your 

Baptism “now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to 

God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”9  What does it 

mean to have a good conscience?  It means that we can stand before God guiltless 

and forgiven.  Our relationship to God and to one another is covered and shaped by 

grace through faith.  So with the writer of Hebrews “let us draw near [to God our 

Father] with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean 

from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.”10  

St. Peter calls us to see our difficculties within the larger vision of our risen and 

ruling Christ, who says, ““I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”11  And

8 1 Pe 3:22.
9 1 Pe 3:21.
10 Heb 10:22.
11 Jn 14:18.
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come to us He does indeed, through His Word and in His Sacraments as we await 

the time of his reappearing in glory.  He is the One who stands between us the 

forces of darkness.  He is the reason for our hope.  Come, Lord Jesus!  Amen.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.   Soli Deo Gloria✠
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