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1 Peter 2:19-25

Endurance in Righteousness: More
Then An Example
Dear fellowed redeemed of the Good

Shepherd: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Amen.

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!

Today we hear of Jesus as our “Good Shepherd.”  Jesus is the One who was raised up

to rescue His sheep.  He brings them to green pastures and still waters.  Death has 

no dominion over those who know the voice of their Shepherd, for our Risen Lord 

feeds, protects, and guards His sheep who are gathered in His name.  He leads them 

out of this age of sin and death into new birth and eternal life.  So we continue our 

journey through the First Epistle of St. Peter on this Fourth Sunday of Easter, Good 

Shepherd Sunday, with another instalment hearing about this life of discipleship 

under the cross.  

In today’s reading St. Peter sets before us the inconvenient idea that suffeering and 

endurance when “mindful of God” are actually good things.  He says, “For what 
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credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do 

good and suffeer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God.”1  So 

on the one hand, suffeering is expected as a result of our misdeeds where we are the 

victim of our own bad decisions.  On the other hand, when suffeering is endured 

because of the faithfulness of the believer on account of his or her confession and 

life, then this is a gracious thing before God.  Thee original recipients of this letteer 

knew somethings about this, for they were increasingly the object of persecution.  

Theat kind of suffeering comes by the sins of others.  It is not easy.  We know that 

suffeering is expected by those who have done wrong.  Criminals have no reason to 

ask why a punishment is coming to them (although they may not agree with it).  

But according to St. Peter, the suffeering that comes to the Christian springs from 

actually doing what is right in the sight of the Lord.  We have for us the example of 

the martyrs of the Church, like Polycarp, a beloved 86 year old bishop of Smyrna 

who was killed in the second century A.D.  He suffeered because he refused to say 

“Caesar is Lord,” instead boldly proclaiming in the face of certain death, “I am a 

Christian.”  Thee martyrdom of believers is not just a relic of ancient times gone by.  

Witness the persecution of Christians in Syria and Iraq within only the past several 

years.  

Theis suffeering is under the cross of Christ.  We call it “cross bearing” because it 

comes from being identifieed as one who belongs in the floock of the Good Shepherd.  

1 1 Pe 2:20.
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Theis is where St. Peter directs us: “For to this you have been called, because Christ 

also suffeered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his 

steps.”2  Thee word that St. Peter uses for “example” means to copy a patteern or an 

example when learning.  I think of using plastic templates in elementary school to 

trace out cursive letteers in order to understand how to make the shapes.  So what is 

this “patteern” that Christ gives us?  Again, we must look to the cross where Christ 

suffeered unjustly, for us.  ““He committeed no sin, neither was deceit found in his 

mouth.”3  When He was ridiculed and insulted, He received it – “He did not revile in

return.”  He suffeered at the hands of cruel torturers and executioners.  Recall all the 

details of His passion: spit on, mocked, heckled by the crowds and soldiers.  Yet “he 

did not threaten.”  Jesus, the Son of God, was unjustly executed as a blasphemer.  

His life is given up on the cross, for it is there that He is made sin to take away our 

sins.  Now we walk in His footsteps when we take up our cross and follow Him.  

Theis is discipleship under the cross.  St. Peter says “to this you have been called.”4

But we must always be clear that Jesus did not come into the world just to set an 

example for us.  His mission was the forgiveness of sins.  Martin Luther reminds us 

that before Jesus can be our example, he must be our Savior.  Remember those 

WWJD bracelets that were popular a few years ago?  Theere was actually an 

equivalent to that in pre-Reformation days.  Theis was an “imitation of Christ” piety 

2 1 Pe 2:21.
3 1 Pe 2:22.
4 1 Pe 2:21.
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that saw the essence of faith as living as Jesus lived.  Salvation would be acquired by

conforming oneself to the patteern of Christ’s perfect life.  But Luther and the other 

reformers moved back to the cross. Theey taught that Jesus is fierst of all a gift  given 

to us for the forgiveness of sin, and that this gift  comes to us in Word and 

Sacrament.  Only secondarily is he an example.  We need to get this right in the 

right order, because salvation by imitation would still leave us under the Law and in

our sin.  Luther noted that Jesus is our example not in order to atteain to salvation, 

but in order to live as redeemed and regenerated children of God in this sinful 

world.

So it’s not a question of what would Jesus do, but fierst of all what Jesus did.  And as 

a result of what Jesus did, our sins are not longer held against us.  As a result of 

what He did we have the promise of victory of sin, death, and devil.  In our Baptism 

we are made dead to our sins and made alive in Christ.  “By his wounds you have 

been healed.”5  Now freed from sin’s power we are also freed from the compulsion 

to use our suffeering as an excuse to sin against those who hurt us.  So Jesus teaches 

us to pray: “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.”  

And as Jesus commended Himself to the Father upon the cross so we also pray that 

our Heavenly Father would keep and preserve us in our time of trouble.  We follow 

Jesus’ example with the same prayer He offeers when we pray the morning and 

evening prayers of Luther: “For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 

5 1 Pe 2:24.
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soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no 

power over me.”  We live in this confiedence, that we belong to the Good Shepherd.  

Now more than ever this message is what we need in the midst of pandemic, that 

no matteer what happens to us in our body, no matteer what the future economic 

difficculties we will face, no matteer how long it takes for things to get back to a 

semblance of normality, still we commend ourselves to God in the sure and certain 

knowledge that nothing will separate us from his love.

Thee Lutheran Confessions help us to learn about this calling we have to live in the 

footsteps of our Lord and Saviour.  Theey speak to how everything we must pass 

through is already known to God, and that we must always look to these promises: 

“God in His counsel, before the time of the world, determined and decreed that He 

would assist us in all distresses.  He determined to grant patience, give consolation, 

nourish and encourage hope, and produce an outcome for us that would contribute 

to our salvationJGod in His purpose has ordained before the time of the world by 

what crosses and suffeerings He would conform every one of His elect to the image 

of His Son.  His cross shall and must work together for good for everyone, because 

they are called according to God’s purpose.”

Theanks be to God that we have more than just an example in Christ, we have the 

hope of endurance in His righteousness.  We have a Good Shepherd who is the 

Overseer of our souls.  Indeed He is an example for the life of faith in the Father and
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love for the neighbour.  But even betteer, he is the Shepherd who has rescued us, 

reconciling us to his Father, and even now by his Word enlivening us to live in him 

and for him.

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Amen.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.   Soli Deo Gloria✠
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