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1 Peter 2:2-10

Life as God’s People
Dear brothers and sisters who have

received the mercy of our Lord: Grace to

you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  “According to his great mercy, he has caused us 

to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead.”1  Thoose words from the opening sentences continue to frame our 

understanding of this firrst epistle of St. Peter as we continue our Easter series 

looking at discipleship under the cross.  Today’s reading brings us St. Peter’s answer

to the question “who are you now in Christ?”  It’s a question of identity.  Thoe 

answer to that question comes to us by way of two images that St. Peter draws out 

of the Holy Scriptures, which always point us to our Lord.  We are God’s people 

because He says so.  We are what He says we are.  What could be greater than this? 

As God’s people, we are being built upon the cornerstone, which is Christ Jesus.  As

God’s people, Christ is our spiritual sustenance, He is what we need to sustain us in

this time of our earthly pilgrimage.

1 1 Pe 1:3.
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“Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 

received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”2  Thoat mercy comes to you in 

the sending of the Son, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  

Christ, on the other hand, was shown no mercy.  God’s wrath fell upon Him at the 

cross, but it should have fallen on you and me.  He suffeered and died, for you, and 

for me.  Without that we are not a people, we have no mercy.  But we are a people, 

we have mercy.  In fact, St. Peter uses some prettyy loftyy language to describe who 

we are: “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 

his own possession.”3  Chosen.  Kingly.  Holy.  How can he say this?  Because Christ 

is chosen.  Christ is kingly.  Christ is holy.  And through Him and Him alone we are 

now being built.  And Christ is the cornerstone upon which this building takes 

place.  St. Peter says, “you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 

spiritual house.”4  Thoe idea is that we are assimilated into a dwelling of the Holy 

Spirit as the building blocks of Christ’s Holy Church.  He is the builder, we are the 

building materials.  

But it’s not like we pick out our cornerstone and then set about making plans and 

then add the materials on our own.  If that were the case – to continue with St. 

Peter’s imagery – the house would not stand, that would be a house built on a 

shiftying foundation.  Not only that, if you aren’t building on this cornerstone, then 

2 1 Pe 2:10.
3 1 Pe 2:9.
4 1 Pe 2:5.
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you’re tripping on it.  For those who reject this building project then Christ is “a 

stone of stumbling, and a rock of offeense.”5  Thoere are only two paths: building or 

stumbling; salvation or destruction.  Everyone must encounter the Risen Saviour, 

for this cornerstone lays across everyone’s path.  So “we are his house, if indeed we 

hold fast our confirdence and our boasting in our hope.”6  Look at our Psalm for 

today:  “Thoe   LORD   sets the prisoners free; the   LORD   opens the eyes of the blind.  Thoe 

LORD   liftys up those who are bowed down; the   LORD   loves the righteous.  Thoe   LORD   

watches over the sojourners.”7  Thoat’s the same emphasis St. Peter makes.  In every 

“spiritual housing project,” the builder is surely God.

Today it might be hard to make all these connections.  Right now life doesn’t seem 

to be firttying all together like these beautiful stones, “chosen and precious.”  Thoere is 

anxiety, suffeering, and pain.  Real pain.  Real loss.  Amidst our being built into this 

spiritual house bad things still happen.  Pandemics rage.  Right now even a fever 

and a cough are cause for a crisis of confirdence.  And it’s easy to think that 

believing on our Lord Jesus Christ should count for something.  If indeed we are His

chosen people, and if we are indeed a kingdom of priests raised up to serve God and

one another, and if indeed we are holy as Christ is holy by the work of the Holy 

Spirit in the means of grace, then shouldn’t we get a pass on all the bad stuffe?  

Where is the get-out-of-suffeering-free card?  People around us should be bettyer than

5 1 Pe 2:7–8.
6 Heb 3:6.
7 Ps 146:7–9.
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they are.  Thoings should be bettyer than this.  Chosen?  Kingly?  Holy?  Hardly, it 

seems.  Right now we struggle with ruling even  the littyle corner of our lives.  A 

people of his possession, chosen and precious?  Are you joking?  Thoe stones seem to

be crushing rather than building.

Of course this is just sinful unbelief.  Thoe Words of our Saviour do not depend on 

our own experience.  Thoey aren’t made true by things working out the way we want

them to.  Thoey aren’t even made true if this pandemic were to suddenly disappear 

tomorrow.  Remember, we are not the cornerstone.  Christ is.  And we have our 

identity as God’s people because He says so, not because of what we look like or 

even because we act like it, or because things turn out the way we want.  It’s not a 

mattyer of whether or not you measure up or “living your best life now.”  But that’s 

good!  Christ did what He did, for you, and Christ makes and defirnes who you are.  

It makes you part of God’s people.  Christ really is the stone that the builders 

rejected by men, but chosen and precious to God.  And aftyer His death on the cross, 

He was raised as a living stone.  We are His people.  So now we are His stones for 

Him to build with.  Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me.”8  Apart from Him, we are just dead rocks.  

Without Him we are not God’s people, without mercy.  But in Him, God considers 

you precious and chosen.  Thorough Him, God has called you out of darkness and 

into his marvellous light.  

8 Jn 14:6.
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Christ is our cornerstone.  He is also our spiritual sustenance at all times.  We who 

are built together into His Holy Church are born into this living hope and sustained 

with the spiritual milk of the Gospel.  He is working among us, even in this time of 

separation.  We continue to receive His Word, and “by it you may grow up into 

salvation— [for] you have [indeed] tasted that the Lord is good.”9  Thoat’s right, we 

have experienced this.  God delivers his people from sin, death, and devil, and we 

grasp hold of his promises through faith.  We have this given to us over and over 

again, in our Baptism, and in the Sacrament of the Altar.  So now we can rightly 

proclaim the glorious deeds of the One who has done the delivering.  We should 

want to let everyone know of this milk upon which we have drunk, for this Word of

God is unto life and salvation.  In Him we offeer up sacrifirces of praise and 

thanksgiving as this kingdom of priests, for now we come before God newly 

empowered to serve him.  In fact we offeer up our bodies as living sacrifirces for those

around us, and we are no longer content or even able to live without “the pure 

spiritual milk.”   As a priesthood, God’s people live for the sake of the world in 

prayer and in sacrifircial love.  As a living temple built upon Christ, we bear the 

presence of God to the world.  

Thois is life as God’s people, we who are being built as living stones, we who are 

being nourished and growing up to salvation.  Always remember this.  Thois is who 

you are.  Thois is who you will be on the Last Day, for Jesus says, “Let not your 

9 1 Pe 2:2–3, my translation.
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hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are 

many rooms.  If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for

you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 

myself, that where I am you may be also.”10

Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.   Soli Deo Gloria✠

10 Jn 14:1–3.
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