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1 Peter 1:13-25

Imperishable in Exile
Dear brothers and sisters born again

through the imperishable seed of God’s living and abiding Word: Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!

Theese few weeks between the Resurrection of our Lord and Pentecost are a time of 

rejoicing.  Each of these Sundays gives us another demonstration of the power of 

the Resurrection victory that our Lord won for us, bringing us the benefitts of the 

cross and the empty tomb.  We continue our series through St. Peter’s fitrst epistle 

this week learning about discipleship under the cross.  St. Peter writes to those early

Christians with a call to cling to the things in which even the angels rejoice and are 

delighted to see, the Good News of the Gospel of our Lord.  We must look to God’s 

Word and cling to it, and place full confitdence in it, so that our faith is genuine and 

not easily abandoned.  

In our reading today St. Peter fitrstly reminds us that we are to be like “obedient 
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children.”  What does that mean?  How does one become a child of God?  Jesus says 

in St. Mark’s Gospel, “Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 

God like a child shall not enter it.”1  And we know how we receive the kingdom of 

God: whoever hears the Gospel of God’s Word and believes it is a child of God.  By 

faith you are a child of God, adopted into his family in the waters of Holy Baptism, 

born anew and raised to new life, now able to truly see God as your loving 

Heavenly Father.  So what then about this modifiter St. Peter uses, obedient?  Theis is 

what he writes: “As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your 

former ignorance, but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 

conduct, since it is writteen, ‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’”2  Does this mean our 

faith is a matteer of obedience?  If I obey, then I have faith?  Actually we can think 

about it the other way: I have faith, I believe, therefore I want to be an obedient 

child of God.  

So yes, there are implications for us in this life as you “set your hope fully on the 

grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”3  Our Baptismal 

status means something for us in terms of how we live our lives, how we walk upon

the path that Christ our Lord has set us upon.  Our lives should be framed according

to the promises we have in our Baptism.  St. Peter says this looks like obedience, 

holiness, Godly fear, and mutual love.  Obedience: what I like to call active listening 

1 Mk 10:15.
2 1 Pe 1:14–16.
3 1 Pe 1:13.
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– we hear the Word of God and respond in faith and hope.  Holiness: being set apart

by the means of grace, marked as His own, now walking according to faith in Christ

alone.  Godly fear: we do not fear the Father because of pain and punishment, as 

non-Christians and also the devil fear; but we live reverently, as a pious child is 

afraid that it may anger its father and do something displeasing to him.   Theis is the 

kind of fear God wants us to have, in order that we may guard against sins and 

serve our neighbor.  And mutual love: this is the rule of conduct for those who are 

called together in Christian community.  For God’s people this was at one time a 

function of ethnic identity or physical kinship.  No more.  Theis kind of love evoked 

disbelief and skepticism from pagan outsiders who confronted those early 

Christians that St. Peter addressed.  Oh that our community would look at us with 

the same sense of disbelief because of the sincere love from the heart which we 

have for one another in Christ!

So St. Peter says we are God’s children, we have acquired the inheritance of eternal 

life and the forgiveness of sins won for us by Christ.  Obedience springs forth from 

faith, “knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 

forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious 

blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.”4  Thee appointed Psalm 

for today says, “Thee LORD preserves the simple; when I was brought low, he saved 

4 1 Pe 1:18–19.
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me.5”  Rescued people respond to their salvation with obedience, holiness, Godly 

fear, and mutual love.  If you had been plucked by a helicopter from being stranded 

out in Lake Huron, you’d gladly follow the directions of the fliight crew.  “Sit here!”  

“Yes, sir! Theanks!”  But a big question arises with our text today as well.  How do we

square our unyielding assertion as Lutherans that we are saved by grace through 

faith, without regard to works, with what St. Peter’s says about our judgement?  

Here’s what he says: “And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially 

according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of 

your exile.”6  Why does St. Peter say that God does not judge according to the 

person, but that He judges according to the works?  Thee answer is that Lutherans 

also believe, teach, and confess that where there is no faith, there can be no good 

works either.  Theese things are the fruits and signs of faith.  Thee Lutheran 

Confessions say that “faith must be the mother and the source of those truly good 

and God-pleasing works, which God wants to reward in this world and the next.”7  

Obedience comes forth from a spontaneous gift,, not because of the compulsion of 

the Law, but because we are “not under law but under grace.”8

We dare not take for granted what we have received.  We dare not think that we 

can ignore all of these implications.  Take a step back and remember that the 

5 Ps 116:6.
6 1 Pe 1:17.
7 FC II.
8 Ro 6:14.
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churches in Asia minor which fitrst heard this epistle were not coming from the 

perspective of the Jewish faith.  Theey undoubtedly were part of the pagan religious 

culture of the Roman empire, the “futile ways inherited from [their] forefathers,” 

with all the terrible practices that were part of that paganism.  Theis words of this 

letteer are a call to remember who they are, and the price that was paid for their 

ransom, lest they fall back into that life.  Thee message is the same for us today in a 

culture that increasingly beckons us to veer off  the path set by our Redeemer.  St. 

Pauls writes, “Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 

every defitlement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of 

God.”9  Again we are drawn toward a discipleship lived out under the cross, this 

walk with Christ on the path He sets before us.  Thee beginning, middle, and end of 

this walk of discipleship under the cross is through the faith we receive by the Holy 

Spirit.

Theerefore a Christian has all the possessions that God intends to give him or her 

and is a child of God.  “Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is merciful.”10  

But the time of this life is but a pilgrimage, a sojourn from Baptism to the 

Resurrection of the dead, prepared for us in the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  We are transitory dwellers of the earthly life.  St. Peter says this time is an 

exile, the word he uses means being in a strange locality with citizenship.  Theis 

9 2 Co 7:1.
10 Ps 116:5.
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describes our life as Christians.  It especially resonates now in the midst of this 

ongoing corona crisis, as I mentioned in the weeks leading up to Holy Week this 

year.  Being apart from the Divine Service and the Sacrament of the Altar hearkens 

us to the Babylonian exile where God’s people were displaced, for a time, from his 

holy things.  

But even though we might be strangers in our world, and now for a time separated 

from each other, we are not strangers to God.  Theis is the message St. Paul gives to 

the church in Philippi: “our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious 

body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.”11  

Therough faith we have already received the good gift,s of our Lord, the forgiveness 

of sins and eternal life.  But for now, God maintains us in our fliesh to help others, 

and to bear the witness of this Gospel News.  Luther makes the comparison of this 

life of pilgrimage to a sojourner traveling across the country who comes to an inn 

for the night.  He says, “Theus the Christian life is only a night’s lodging; ‘for here 

we have no lasting city’ (Heb. 13:14), but we must go where the Father is, namely, to

heaven. Theerefore we should not indulge in riotous revelry here; but, as St. Peter 

says, we must conduct ourselves with fear.”12

You are not a strangers to God, even in the midst of a pandemic when you call out 

11 Php 3:20–21.
12 AE 30.35.
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to him for mercy.  Jesus’ resurrection changed everything.  “[Y]ou have been born 

again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable.”13  Flesh and blood is as perishable 

as grass, even though it looks green and fliourishing.  Everything has to perish 

except the Word of God.  Thee Word which abides forever brings you the Good News

that you will also abide forever with Christ in heaven.  Jesus’ resurrection has 

changed everything.  It brings new clarity, joy, and life to even the darkest days.  

You are rescued.  You are baptized.  You will abide forever.

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  Amen.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.   Soli Deo Gloria✠

13 1 Pe 1:23.
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