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Matthhew 28:1-10

An Easter Unlike Any Other
Dear fellow heirs of the resurrection: Grace to

you and peace from God our Father and from the

Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!

Thoose words that we exclaim every year on Easter morning remind me that fear is 

not the usual emotion we associate with Easter morning.  Excitement, yes.  Joy and 

relief at the end of the long Lenten season, most definnitely.  Exhaustion on the part 

of pastors, for sure.  But Easter is a time for celebration, the culmination of all our 

longing, because the stranglehold of death that hangs over all of us is broken once 

and for all in the resurrection of our Lord.  Not only the possibility, but the 

assurance of life eternal is a reality.  We takes our “alleluias” off  the shelf and with 

great joy and thanksgiving we receive this wonderful message once again, that 

Christ is risen.

But the interesting thing about St. Matthhew’s account of that morning that we hear 

today is how fear is present among those who witness these events.  Surely part of 
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that fear was caused by “a great earthquake.”1  According to Natural Resources 

Canada the southern Great Lakes geographical region which includes the Sarnia-

Lambton area has experienced two to three small magnitude seismic events over the

last 30 years.  We are not used to such things around here, and I’m sure if the earth 

under your feet started to shift  and move today you would experience a certain 

amount of disorientation and fear.  Add to that the appearance of a messenger from 

heaven and things really start to get interesting.  St. Matthhew tells us that an angel 

is actually the reason for this particular earthquake, “for an angel of the Lord 

descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His 

appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow.”2  Thoe Greek word 

for earthquake here is seismos, which is where we get the word “seismic.”  It means 

a violent shaking or commotion.  Thoe angel appears like a lightning bolt from 

Heaven in bodily form, and now he sits on that massive stone victoriously.  Stone?  

What stone?  Do you see a stone?  Thoe guards were scared nearly to death.  Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary who went to see the tomb were frightened as well, 

both when they encountered the angel and when they came upon Jesus later.  Even 

aft er they saw our Lord and worshipped Him at His feet, Jesus tells them, “Do not 

be afraid.”  Even aft er witnessing the Resurrection fear remains.  But fear is not all.  

Thoere is of course also “great joy.”  Thois tells us something about life aft er Easter.  

1 Mt 28:2.
2 Mt 28:2–3.
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Thois tells us something especially meaningful for us as we deal with the current 

pandemic.

Thoen the lightning-angel addresses the women directly while the watchmen are 

playing possum: “Do not be afraid.”  Really?  Well, here’s why: “I know that you 

seek Jesus who was crucifined. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see

the place where he lay.”3  Thoe glorious day has dawned, Christ has shown His power

over death, He has revealed His glory and shows His power to loose the bonds of 

death.  Thoe outward sign of this is right there, it’s the empty tomb.  “Come, see the 

place where he lay.”4  What a shock!  But Jesus Himself had foretold this many 

times, to the disciples, to the religious authorities, and everyone within earshot.  So 

the announcement of the angel is not just an “I told you so” moment.  Thoe angel 

becomes an evangelist, a bringer of the Good News:  Christ is risen!  He is risen 

indeed!

Thoe women are afraid, but the angel doesn’t allow them to linger in their fear.  He 

sends them to tell others.  “[G]o quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from 

the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I

have told you.”5  Immediately the Good News of the Resurrection goes forth from 

the empty tomb.  Our Lord meets them on their way repeats the message, only now 

3 Mt 28:5–6.
4 Mt 28:6.
5 Mt 28:7.
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in person.  Now there is no doubt about what they have seen, for here is Jesus 

before them.  “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there 

they will see me.”6  And still today he is with us, He is present, although unseen, at 

the Baptismal font.  He embraces us and finlls our hearts with with His grace and 

mercy, and says, “Do not be afraid.”  He washes away our stains and gives us the 

Holy Spirit.  And He sends out the ones who have believed in the Resurrection, 

rather than leave them in fear.  Thoe earthquake of the Resurrection starts with the 

women at the empty tomb, and goes to the disciples, and then to Jerusalem, to 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth, right up to your Baptism.  

Thoe angel who is sent now sends the women out with a promise: “there you will see

him.”  And the risen Lord who greets them gives them the same promise for the 

disciples: “they will see me.”  To behold the risen Lord is an experience that bursts 

the bounds of anything we could imagine.  From sorrow and disappointment three 

days ago to joy, but also still, fear.  Joy from realizing the hope that is expressed in 

the Resurrection, but still fearful from witnessing the power of God in such 

awesome wonder, from witnessing something beyond expectation, and still 

thinking, what does this mean for me?  Thois year we can certainly relate to these 

two emotions existing side by side.  Right now we have plenty to be afraid of.  

Every day we look at the news and see how the things of this world that we have 

grown accustomed to relying on are failing us.  Thoey are crumbling before our eyes, 

6 Mt 28:10.
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and right now there is no end in sight.  Now we must even hide ourselves from the 

people – our friends and family, and our church community – which would 

normally help us cope.  Especially we feel the loss of not gathering for all the things

that herald this time of Easter.

Thoe women run away from the tomb, and they are still afraid, but their fear does 

not dominate them.  Thoe text says they departed with fear, yes, but with “great joy.” 

Notice where Matthhew puts that modifiner “great?”  It comes before joy, not before 

fear.  Thoat is the diff erence the Resurrection makes.  Thoat is the expression of hope 

we finnd in the empty tomb this Easter morning.  Yes, we will have our fair share of 

anxiety and worry over the coming days and weeks, perhaps even months.  Thoe 

events of our time are in God’s hands.  We will no doubt pass through more 

commotion, times when the ground under our feet doesn’t seem very stable.  More 

earthquakes are on the way.  

But none of this changes the promise we hear this morning from St. Matthhew: “you 

will see him.”  Jesus comes to us this morning in His Word, and by the work of the 

Holy Spirit we believe that Christ rose from the dead, in faith we see His 

Resurrection here and now.  And one day we will behold the Risen Lord in His 

glory face to face.  Our Lord won for us the forgiveness of sins on that bloody cross 

at Calvary, and He was raised from the dead to make sure and certain for us that He

accomplished what He promised.  He is coming again, bringing salvation and 
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eternal life, and as we heard from St. Paul, “4 When Christ who is your life appears, 

then you also will appear with him in glory.”7  Right now is a time for fear, but it is 

also a time for joy, because then it will be a time of rejoicing for all time.  Thois is an 

Easter unlike any other.  But whatever these fearful days may bring, we can face 

them with joy that is greater than our fear.  Hold on to the joy of the Resurrection 

come what may.  Thoe earth shakes and trembles, and sometimes courage meets its 

match in life.  So like the two women at the tomb let us fall to the feet of Jesus in 

worship and prayer, for nothing overcomes the awesome power of the Resurrection.

Go forth this morning with great joy, for your Saviour has won the victory over sin,

death, and devil.  Thoe God who loves you with an everlasting love will continue his 

faithfulness to you.  “Do not be afraid,” for Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  

Amen.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.   Soli Deo Gloria✠

7 Col 3:4.
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