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Karma vs. Communion in the Age
of Corona
Dearly beloved in the Lord: Grace to you

and peace from God our Father and from

the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Thee Collect for the Fourth Sunday in Lent speaks of our standing before our 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father: “Your mercies are new every morning; and 

though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide 

for all our needs of body and soul.”  Notice where the emphasis is – “we deserve” – 

as in all of us.  Sin and it’s consequences are ours from the very beginning.  But 

Jesus’ disciples have a diffeerent idea of cosmic justice.  Theey would even explain the 

blindness of the man in our Gospel reading for today from St. John (Jn 9:1-41) as the

result of some particular sin that made this person especially deserving of what he 

had received.  “As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples 

asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’”1  

Well, in a similar way, at the centre of most religions is the idea that what goes 

1 Jn 9:1–2.
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around comes around, there’s some kind of mysterious justice that guides the inner 

workings of the universe.  Theere’s a word for this, it’s called karma.  Theis is a very 

popular idea in popular culture today.  You can finnd all kinds of videos on Youtube 

about “instant karma,” like where a man in a pickup truck is tailgating a woman, 

then passes her while triumphantly displaying his middle finnger.  Just afteer that he 

ends up in a ditch afteer spinning out.  See, there’s karma for you, what goes around 

comes around.  People love this, he got what was coming to him.  Theis works in a 

positive direction as well, as evidenced by this phrase “pay it forward.”  If you pay 

for the person’s coffeee behind you in the drive-through line at Tim Horton’s, or 

walk into a barber shop and pay for a haircut without actually gettiing it, then 

somehow that’s good karma.  I’m not really sure how this is supposed to work but 

apparently now the universe owes you something good in return.  

Thee question of the disciples, “who sinned, this man or his parents,” is actually 

something that, if we are honest, we are actually prettiy comfortable asking.  It’s the 

kind of question that seeks to make sense of the world.  A man has lung cancer?  

Well he smoked two packs a day for twenty years, what did expect?  He got what 

he deserved.  Liver problems?  Drank too much.  Car accident?  Bad driver.  A once 

in a hundred year pandemic?  Must be some reason, something must have caused it.

So, why was the man born blind?  Was it because of something he did, his own sin? 

Well, he was born with this condition.  So perhaps it was because of his parents?  If 
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you heard the finrst midweek Lenten service sermon on the First Commandment 

then maybe this rings a bell, maybe this is what the disciples were thinking of, from

the Book of Exodus: “I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of 

the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate 

me.”2  Is that Old Testament karma?  No, this speaks to the common sin that infects 

us all.  Sure, certain sins have consequence, some of them terrible, and these are 

built in to the way the world works now.  And death is going to get all of us, not 

mattier how well we live, no mattier how righteous we think we are, no mattier how 

obedient we try to be.  We’ve all sinned, all creation suffeers, the world is broken.  

All that is true, and that answer will get you an “A” on a systematic theology exam 

at the seminary.  But Jesus doesn’t give this answer.  Instead, “Jesus answered, ‘It 

was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be 

displayed in him.’”3  Theat’s not the answer I would have thought of.  Thee church 

father Cyril of Alexandria says of this text, “Truly, by our minds we cannot 

comprehend those things that are far above us.”4  I think Cyril is on to something, 

for this is truly mind-blowing.  Jesus tells us that sin, in all its negativity, has 

actually set in motion a chain of events that ends not with disaster, but with a 

mysterious blessing.  Thee blessing is that the glory of God would be revealed, that 

2 Ex 20:5.
3 Jn 9:3.
4 Joel C. Elowsky, ed., John 1–10, Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture (Downers Grove, 
IL: InterVarsity Press, 2006), 322.

3

https://ref.ly/logosres/accsrevnt04a?ref=Bible.Jn9.3&off=2301&ctx=se+of+the+suffering%3F~+Truly%2C+by+our+minds


the light of Christ would break through the darkness of our world.  Jesus says, “We 

must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no 

one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”5  In effeect 

Jesus is saying, “I must reveal myself and do those things that may show that I do 

the same things with the Father”—not things “similar” but “the same.”  So Jesus 

gives sight to the blind man, and the glory of God is revealed, and in doing so Jesus 

does the work of the Father because they are the same.  Thee blindness of one man 

serves to show forth God’s abundant, saving grace and mercy when his eyes are 

miraculously opened and his sight restored.  In this we can also understand how the

blindness of sin infects everyone, as St. Paul writes, “at one time you were 

darkness.”6  Karma can’t break through the darkness, because it’s all about gettiing 

what you deserve.  But our sins have brought forth the grace of God, which we 

don’t deserve.  And here’s something even more miraculous than one man seeing 

again: the Son is sent by the Father and goes to the cross, and is glorifined, for the 

remission of our sins.  

It was never God’s plan that people should walk in the blindness of sin.  It was 

never God’s plan that the world would descend into darkness and death.  It was 

never God’s intention that people would be born blind, or get sick and die.  Theis 

current epidemic was never God’s plan.  And yet, in the mystery of his grace, in the 

5 Jn 9:4–5.
6 Eph 5:8.
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Lamb slain for us, our Lord took this fallen situation and finxed it.  Not only did He 

finx it, He made it bettier than it ever was before.  By the mystery of the incarnation 

and the glory of the cross we have come to see God as we could never see him 

otherwise: face to face, in full and sacrifincial love.  “Now you are light in the Lord.”7  

Theerefore we behold the grace of God even in the face of desperate human need.  

We know about human need right now, don’t we?  Theat grace is surely what we 

look for right now more than any time in our living memories.  

For in our time our Lord and Saviour who promises every good thing has allowed a 

virus to sweep the planet, bringing sickness, economic hardship, and uncertainty 

for the future.  And perhaps we want to know, just like the disciples: who sinned?  

Who is to blame?  Theere it is again, that same tendency to seek some kind of 

universal justice, to make sense of it all.  Karma in the midst of corona.  But we 

answer those questions in the hope of the Gospel, in the Word of a Saviour who has

not lefte us on our own but says this is happening “that the works of God might be 

displayedNAs long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”8  How are the 

works of God displayed?  Theat seems incredible to us right now as we are 

bombarded by frightening images and bad news.  Theis epidemic will be used by the 

devil as an attiempt to erode our faith, to insert doubt and fear in the place of 

certainty and hope.  But God is indeed at work, for in the midst of our present 

7 Eph 5:8.
8 Jn 9:5.
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darkness people will turn to him, to seek him again, and to set aside the false gods 

which before were so appealing.  He is at work by strengthening and encouraging 

our faith, perhaps even in creating reverence for the Divine Service which we must 

not temporarily suspend.  

Thee appointed Psalm for the Fourth Sunday afteer Lent is a prayer of David when he 

was in the cave, hunted and surrounded by enemies, on the brink of disaster.  In the 

midst of this he prayed, 5 I cry to you, O LORD; I say, “You are my refuge, my portion

in the land of the living.” 6 Attiend to my cry, for I am brought very low!”9  It’s a 

miracle that the God of the universe seeks out the company of people like us in 

order to bring us our inheritance in “the land of the living.”  But he does, and he 

attiends to our cries for mercy.  What happened to the man born blind?  Thee rest of 

the Gospel story tells us that he was disbelieved, the community ostracized him, 

and even his own parents kept their distance.  But Jesus sought him out, and says 

“You have seen Him, and it is he who is speaking to you”10  Jesus brings the man 

born blind into communion.  Karma?  No thanks.  I’d rather have the grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ and communion with Him, unto the forgiveness of sins and life 

everlasting.

Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.   Soli Deo Gloria✠

9 Ps 142:5–6.
10 Jn 9:37.
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