
The Second Sunday in Lent  
Luke 13:31-35 
March 17, 2019 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Our text today is from our Gospel reading, the 

13th chapter according to St. Luke.  I will read 

those five verses once again: 

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and 

said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod 

wants to kill you.” 32 And he said to them, “Go 

and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and 

perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third 

day [I am brought to my goal]. 33 Nevertheless, I 

must go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that a 

prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.’ 34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills 

the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your 

children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 

35 Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me until you say, 

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord!’ ” (Lk 13:31–35). 

St. Luke the physician is always giving us details so we know what he wants us to pay 

attention to.  In our text this morning he starts this description of  the encounter with the 

Pharisees with the words “At that very hour.”  He wants us to know exactly when this is 

taking place.  Why is that?  Because here St. Luke carefully connects the previous passage 

where Jesus is teaching about the end-time banquet with this prophecy of  His destiny in 
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Jerusalem.  “At that very hour” comes hard on the heels of  a teaching that would have 

been hard for the religious authorities of  that day to hear, for Jesus has just told them 

“some are last who will be first, and some are first who will be last” (Lk 13:30).  These 

words have goaded the Pharisees into anger.  They are the ones who will be first in line!  

They are the ones who have the Law and the prophets and stand righteous before God on 

account of  merit and works.  So they are the ones who had the most to lose from this 

teacher, Jesus, who was preaching repentance and faith in His name.  What if  the people 

actually follow this Jesus?  Oh they were fond of  wealth and the trappings of  their office, 

and they were fond of  their authority.  But now they sound so helpful!  Are they really? 

No, their warning to Jesus, “ “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you” actually 

does not indicate a change in heart, that those who have hated now loved Jesus, and were 

suddenly concerned about his welfare.   

A leopard in Pharisaical clothes doesn’t change its spots.  They are always gnashing their 

teeth at Jesus wherever and whenever He was regarded with admiration.  So whether they 

are trying to scare Him away or trying to get Him to abandon His path, whatever the 

motive, if  Jesus were to take their advice He would be a false prophet.  He would be 

leaving the path the Father has laid down for Him to follow. 

But Jesus is not a false prophet.  For St. Luke has told us in the beginning of  this travel 

narrative all the way back in chapter nine that Jesus has “set his face to go to 

Jerusalem” (Lk 9:51).  He was determined to follow the plan of  the Father, for this was 

why He was sent.  So He is heading to “the city that kills the prophets and stones those 

who are sent to it” (Lk 13:34).   That city is Jerusalem. 
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Indeed Jesus does not heed their false warning but uses this as yet another teaching 

moment for the stubborn Pharisees.   He says, “Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures 

today and tomorrow, and the third day [I am brought to my goal]” (Lk 13:32).  The 

miracles of  Jesus are not His final goal, but those miracles — casting out demons and 

healing the sick — they testify to the gracious presence of  God.  But the even larger 

teaching is of  course the statement “and the third day I am brought to my goal.”   

We know what he is speaking of  don’t we?  Of  His own will He will endure the passion 

upon the cross, for the salvation of  the world.  And after assuming the world’s bondage 

while on the cross and burying it in the tomb at His death, yes He will rise on the third 

day.  In Jerusalem His prophetic destiny of  rejection, suffering, death, and resurrection 

must take place.  This is the goal.  Jesus has His face set toward Jerusalem. 

His goal is also our goal.  We share with Jesus flesh and blood, for “[T]he Word became 

flesh and dwelt among us (Jn 1:14).  He partook of  these same things “that through death 

he might destroy the one who has the power of  death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all 

those who through fear of  death were subject to lifelong slavery” (Heb 2:14-15).  You see, 

this prophetic destiny that Jesus sets Himself  toward in Jerusalem is for you.   

The way to Jerusalem becomes the way of  life for every believer.  This way is not easy.  A 

disciple of  Christ should not be deceived when life seems to offer an easier, simpler, safer 

way.  Every Christian must face this reality: to be a Christian means carrying crosses.  In 

other times and even now in some parts of  the world this even includes martyrdom.  Let 

them be our example — we must go on Christ’s way today, tomorrow, and the next day 

until He brings us to His goal.  That is our goal in Christ Jesus. 
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St. Paul writing to the Philippians in our Epistle text has a warning for those who have set 

their minds on other, worldly goals.  He writes, “Their end [goal] is destruction, their god 

is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things” (Php 3:19).  

Do we understand how often we’ve rejected Christ’s love extended to us and set out sights 

on other goals?  He’s made us his chosen people, given us eternal life, and we say, “Ho, 

hum.  What have you done for me that I can use today?”  He comes to us today in his 

Word, at his Table, as he does daily in our Baptism, and we want something more 

exciting. 

Jesus shows that Jerusalem, that “holy city,” is guilty of  the blood of  many saints.  They 

were about to fall from being God’s spiritual family.  They were about to be rejected from 

the hope of  the saints.  They were forgetful of  God’s gifts.  They rejected those who came 

to proclaim God’s Word and to bring those very gifts to the people.  Yet that is where He 

is going.  He has set His face toward Jerusalem, in spite of  their rejection.   

Jesus’ heart is still for His people.  For them and for us.  He comes to Jerusalem on Palm 

Sunday sitting on a foals while the multitudes greet Him with the very words He speaks to 

the Pharisees: “Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord!” (Lk 13:35).  Yes, He 

will face rejection, suffering, death.  This is why He will come.  This is why He is blessed, 

for He comes bringing the grace of  the Father, which is the forgiveness of  sin and eternal 

life. 

So He comes today also with the same gifts, and we say the same words in the hymn of  

praise we sing every Sunday called the Sanctus.  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of  

the Lord!”  We sings these words because He has brought us into the presence of  Father 
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by joining us together with the heavenly host.  Blessed is the One who comes to you in 

His very Body and Blood.  How remarkable that in the liturgy every week we are given 

these words that He has given us to say, so that we have the expectation that He is here in 

the Sacrament of  the Altar.   

Blessedness is a condition for which God alone is responsible.  Blessedness is a a gift which 

only God can give.  The Messiah is blessed as the One who is in His very flesh the 

revealed blessing that the Father gives to His people.  Our Lord instituted His supper and 

commands and invites us, “Do this” — take eat, take drink.  So now you are blessed as 

you come in the name of  the Lord to His table.  You are blessed because Jesus set His face 

toward Jerusalem, in order to redeem you from the bondage of  sin.  You are blessed 

because He entered the holy city amid praises and at that very time endured His saving 

passions.  For God the Father has saved by Christ, the blessed One who comes in the 

name of  the Lord.  Amen. 

And now the peace of  God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen. 

✠ Soli Deo Gloria
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