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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
from the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
The first Sunday of this season of Lent, which is 40
days in duration excluding the Sundays, begins with
the familiar account of Jesus spending 40 days in the
wilderness being tempted by the devil. The Holy
Spirit has brought Him there, the same Spirit who
“descended on Him in bodily form, as a dove” (Luke
3:22). And just as Jesus actively and deliberately
stepped into the Jordan River to be baptized, He
actively and deliberately is led into the deserted
places where the devil will tempt him. He is brought
in the Spirit to engage the powers of sin and hell. Jesus is not just wandering around
aimlessly and found Himself to be in the wrong place at the wrong time. No, He is, as
always, in the right place at the right time.
For in this temptation Jesus, who is a new and greater Adam and a new and greater Israel,
goes into the desert in order to restore us to God’s image. He faces down the devil for us,
part of actively and obediently fulfilling the Law of God. Adam and Eve were tempted in
the garden, and they gave in to that temptation. The Israelites were tempted to turn
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away from God in favour of false gods and idols, and they gave in to temptation. In every
way and in every place they failed. But Jesus Christ did not, being the perfect Son of
God.
So like the first, this Second Adam, though He is sinless, will be tempted — not in
paradise, but in the existing conditions of the Fall. He is in the wilderness, not in the
Garden of Eden; not in the enjoyment of all things which were created perfect and for
good, but in the urgent yearning of all that is necessary to sustain life, and in the very real
weakness felt when those things are absent. Like food. “[H]e ate nothing during those
days. And when they were ended, he was hungry” (Lk 4:2). Luke speaks with typical
understatement. After such a time the body feeds on itself until the vital organs begin to
break down and life itself is threatened. In such a moment comes the devil to Jesus,
because the devil recognizes in Jesus his greatest enemy.
“If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread” (Lk 4:3). Why not?
He is Divine, He performs many miracles, so why not turn the rock into a loaf and
alleviate the suffering? Jesus is just like us. He is flesh, he must eat. Ah, but to do so
would be to use His Divinity not for the purpose for which He was sent, but for His own
purpose. To do so would be to use the anointing He received in His baptism to perform a
rather handy magic trick. Jesus is just like us, “one who in every respect has been tempted
as we are, yet without sin” (Heb 4:15). He must submit to the will of the Father. Adam
was tempted and ate. Jesus does not, for He cannot sin. He lives by the Word of God. In
His very flesh, He is the Word of God, the bread of life who will feed the people bread —
Himself. The church father Cyril of Alexandria says “Observe, I beg you, how the nature
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of man in Christ casts off the faults of Adam’s gluttony. By eating we were conquered in
Adam, by abstinence we conquered in Christ.” 1
In the Garden Adam and Eve found out the hard way that the devil cannot deliver what
he promises. “[T]he serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not surely die’” (Ge 3:4). The
devil promised something he could not deliver. He tries the same thing with Jesus, in the
second temptation recorded by St. Luke. He takes Jesus up and shows him the kingdoms
of the inhabited world, saying, “To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it
has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will” (Lk 4:6). What kind of authority
does he offer Jesus? The only authority he has — authority over a fallen world.
So here is the deal he offers: Jesus can have authority over a broken and sinful world.
And then here’s the catch: “7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours” (Lk 4:7).
The devil offers bad trade offs because they are based on endless lies.
Unfortunately our very first ancestors believed the used-car sales pitch of the serpent,
with everlasting consequences for us all. St. Paul sums this up in his letter to the Romans:
“sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to
all men because all sinned” (Ro 5:12). Now it is true that for a time the devil can lay
claim to this fruit of ruin. But he cannot give what he does not have. Only Jesus has
rightful claim to God’s creation, for the Father has “put all things under his feet and gave
him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills
all in all” (Eph 1:22–23). True worship is the worship of the true God. The service Jesus
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brings to the world is to restore that worship in Himself, for His authority and glory come
through His suffering and death. True worship is not conditional, as the devil would have
it — “worship me and then you will receive all good things.” Instead God gives freely by
his grace, which we have through faith in our Lord and Saviour. So “You shall worship
the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve” (Lk 4:8). True worship flows from
grace.
Today in our own lives we are besieged by this same problem. We are tempted to worship
the wrong gods in the wrong way. We are constantly offered bad trade-offs based on
endless lies. Those things sound right in our ears. “Did God really say?” The same old
temptation is alive and well in God’s church today — God is not the authority, but you
are.
We can understand the third temptation in the same way. Here on the pinnacle of the
temple, again the words “If you are the Son of God” (Lk 4:9). Again the devil wants to
be judge and jury. Perform. Prove it. Now he even uses God’s own words to make his
devious case— “for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to guard
you,’ 11 and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a
stone’” (Lk 4:10–11). Just jump. But the devil again falls wide of the mark, for Jesus
answers “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test” (Lk 4:12). God grants his gifts
not to those who tempt him, but to those who believe him.
In this third temptation the temptation of Jesus seems most clear. Just take a step. Jump.
The temptations placed the Lord in a situation of open choice between surrender to
God’s will and revolt against it. Isn’t this how temptation works in our lives? We are
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brought to the pinnacle of a decision between following a path of righteousness or
reverting to type in sin. There are two ways. One leads to death, the other to life. Adam
chose the path to death. The Israelites took that tempting leap and rejected the God who
gave them a land “a land flowing with milk and honey” (Dt 26:9). And given the same
opportunity, given that same choice, often times we will not chose the right path.
Temptation is too much. “[N]o one can escape temptations and allurements as long as
we live in the flesh and have the devil prowling around us. We cannot help but suffer
attacks, and even be mired in them.”2
But our Lord Jesus Christ has given us the ultimate victory over all of these things,
because His temptation in the desert by the devil foreshadows a much larger conflict that
Jesus is facing — the conflict of the passion and the victory of the cross. For “when the
devil had ended every temptation” (Lk 4:13) in the desert the devil goes away. But St.
Luke says “he departed from him until an opportune time” (Lk 4:13). He is not gone for
good. And what more opportune time than the garden in Gethsemane, where the
temptation will be to just walk away, to have the cup of suffering taken away. There as
Jesus enters into trial and temptation, so will the disciples. Jesus will be obedient unto
death. The disciples will not.
Yes Satan will return. He will enter Judas and make him betray his master. He will bring
along the raging crowds who shout “Crucify Him!” But Jesus obediently goes to the cross,
praying to the Father “not my will, but yours, be done” (Lk 22:42). On that cross all the
times we give in to temptation are once and for all atoned for with His blood. For
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suffering must come before glory. His Baptism, His temptation, His suffering, and then
His glory. All for us. All given unto to us for our glory, a glory that that awaits us in
eternal life with Him. For “the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who
call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Ro
10:12–13).
And now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
✠ Soli Deo Gloria
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